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In comparison, the attendance was a little lower at the March rally but the spirit of com-
mraderie was still stong if not more so. As usual, the rally received high marks.

Rally in the Pines – rally fellowship at its finest!
Imagine a setting where the entrance to the RV Camp-
ground features a large lake surrounded by tall pines and 
a windy drive lined with a split-rail fence. To the right 
beyond a large field and parking area is an old picturesque 
barn. Beyond the barn is a country style Chapel with a 
steeple and to the left of that you see a quaint yellow home 
called the Lillie House. Lillie House featured old antiques, 
wooden floors and open rooms that created a great setting 
for meals, crafts and evening activities. Technical sessions 
and live entertainment took place in The Barn.

Eighteen coaches with 36 members were in attendance. 
Four of these couples took advantage of the first-ever 
weekend only “rally within a rally” that made it easier 
for those still working to attend. Highlights of the rally 
included open afternoons so members would time for 
optional, local travel to Callaway Gardens at Pine Moun-
tain, Roosevelt’s Little White House at Warm Springs, and 
The National Civil War Museum in Columbus. 

continued on page 4
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President’s Paragraphs
by Ken Carpenter, President of DRVC

Fellow Members,

The Rally in the Pines was success-
fully. If you were not with us in 
Midland, GA  you missed a great rally. 
You’ll find more information about 
this delightful and informative get 
together elsewhere in this issue of 
”Travelore.” Other topics of interest in 

this issue include: Results of Membership Survey, Notice 
of Annual Business Meeting where proposed changes to 
Chapter Bylaws will be presented, information about our 
Lake & Lighthouse Rally in Pulaski, NY this July (prior to 
the 94th FMCA Family Reunion in West Springfield, MA) 
and our “Ask Me About Motorhoming” program.

Rally Timing
Over the years, members have expressed concern and 
questioned why our “spring” rally was so early. It is typi-
cally scheduled prior to the travel period for those who 
return from the South for the winter – too soon for them 
to pull up stakes travel a long distance for three weeks 
then stick around somewhere long enough to travel to 
their summer destination. To compound the situation for 
those that want to attend the Chapter rally, they have to 
deal with the gap between our rally and FMCA’s Family 
Reunion. It was with these concerns in mind that trig-
gered the recent Member Rally Timing Survey. As a result 
of input from that survey, at a Board of Directors meeting 
held on February 25, 2016, the Board approved moving 
the rally from two-weeks prior to FMCA to one-week 
prior. 

Voting Change Coming
FMCA is in the process of adopting changes that will 
permit chapters to allow members to vote by email, not 
just in person, at official club business sessions. As you 
are aware, the Annual Business Meeting is currently held 
during the Summer FMCA Family Reunion. Your Board of 
Directors has approved implementing this change as soon 
as reasonably possible following FMCA’s amendment to 
its Policies & Procedures which govern such matters. We 
expect to do this beginning in 2017.

Business Meeting Change
There are additional issues related to the Annual Business 
Meeting which include the meeting location, the cost of 
holding the meeting during FMCA and the lack of appeal 
to newly recruited members who may be less than inter-
ested in sitting through a business meeting. FMCA Family 
Reunions provide the greatest setting to allow new mem-
bers to get acquainted and learn about Chapter offerings. 
To address this issue, your Board of Directors approved 
the Annual Business Meeting take place during the Chap-
ter rally immediately preceding FMCA’s Family Reunion.

Summer Rally
The Lake & Lighthouse Rally will be held at Brennan Beach 
RV Resort on Lake Ontario, Pulaski, NY, July 17 – 22, 
2016. Lida & I are delighted to co-host this rally with 
long-time Chapter members, Dick & June Porter. This rally 
comes at the height of the short summer and high vaca-
tion season in the part of the country. We are delighted to 
have been able to secure this site and, after a closer look at 
budgeting, reduce the cost by $35 from what was initially 
announced. We look forward to seeing you in New York.

“Ask Me…” Promotion
Your attention is called to the “Ask Me About Motorhom-
ing” door hanger inserted in this issue. Members are 
encouraged to use this as a way to introduce yourselves to 
other diesel coach owners and share information about 
FMCA and Diesel RV Club membership. Remember, mem-
bership referrals earn credit towards Chapter merchandise 
or dues.

Safe travels,
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Brennan Beach RV Resort
Pulaski, New York
July 17-22, 2016

SEMINARS  •  ACTIVITIES  •  MEALS  •  ENTERTAINMENT
BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS ON LAKE ONTARIO

A road trip for all included a trip to the National Infantry 
Museum. Tom Bernardi posted his assessment of the visit 
as follows.

During the recent diesel RV Club rally in Columbus, 
Georgia, we had a day outing to the National Infantry 
Museum. The museum is a non-profit organization 
separate from the military and will likely bring tears 
to your eyes when you visit. The exterior is impres-
sive, but the replica of the Vietnam War Memorial 
and the interior portrayal of the combat infantry sol-
dier’s role all over the world is phenomenal. The seven 
attributes of an infantry soldier are depicted at the 

continued from page 1

Rally in the Pines – rally fellowship at its finest!

entrance to the “Last 100 Yards” ramp of the seven 
famous infantry battles in history. They are loyalty, 
duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and 
personal courage … words to live by.

Members donated a total of $541 dollars to the House of 
Mercy, Columbus, GA, a homeless shelter for men, women 
and children.  Evening sharing sessions on “Whoops…” 
things that happen to all of us on the road and favorite 
destinations were fun and entertaining; many bucket list 
items created great table conversation. This very enjoyable 
rally was a great start to another motorhoming year.

Quest for Officers
DRVC Nominating Committee of the Diesel RV Club is 
seeking members interested in becoming officers or nomi-
nees from the membership who would serve the club well. 
The committee has candidates for the offices of VP Techni-
cal and National Director but are seeking candidates for 
the following positions:
 • President,  

• Secretary, and  
• VP Rally Coordinator.

The officer election will take place at the Chapter Business 
Meeting to be held during the FMCA Family Reunion at 
West Springfield, MA

If you are interested or have permission to submit another 
member, please contact the Nominating Committee chair-
man, Rod Kenly, immediately. You may contact Mr. Kenly 
at rod.kenly@gmail.com or call him at 760 608 2791. Your 
cooperation will be greatly appreciated.
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Photos from Rally in the Pines
February 26 through March 2, 2016

Lillie House, use for the craft and fellowship sessions.

Women’s craft time; working and visiting together.

The National Infantry Museum in Columbus, Georgia.

Getting acquainted by sharing stories of RVing adventures.

Seminar session on TV in Your RV.

DRVC members on the tour of the Infantry Museum.
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I have two cell phones that I am chained to (or so it seems) 
that I carry on a daily basis. The primary is an Apple 
iPhone 6, my work phone. I also carry a Samsung Note 
5 as my personal phone. When I’m away from home I 
normally also carry a Garmin GPS. In 
addition, I sometimes (usually in the 
motorhome) have a dash cam avail-
able for use.

The dash cam is a self-contained 
camera that has a memory card in 
it. It allows me to shoot video out 
my windshield. The video quality is 
very good and can be used to video 
highway activity while going down 
the road. The memory card installed 
allows for a full day of recording with-
out erasing any data. What’s good 
about the dash cam, and why lots of 
them are sold, is that it can record a 
wreck in front of me or, in the worst 
case, record the wreck in which I may 
find myself. Another benefit is that tt 
also allows me to record people who 
intentionally hit my vehicle (“swoop 
and squat” as called by the police) and 
then falsely try to get money from me 
or my insurance company.

The GPS I carry can also access real-
time traffic information. It can tell 
me how much delay is ahead of me 
(especially in large cities) and how to 
maneuver around any heavy traffic.

How do I use all of this technology? 
Read on as I explain about the two 
apps I find to be quite handy when 
running on separate devices. I could actually use both 
cellular phones and run both apps but it’s easier to do if I 
split the load between the two phones.

When I’m traveling I usually think in terms of doing three 
things. I connect one phone to my in-dash audio system 
via Bluetooth and use that phone for making and receiv-
ing calls as well as doing other less process-intensive tasks 

such as listening to music. I use the other to do something 
I’ll explain next. Finally, I use my other hardware for the 
other things. That, of course, is if I have all three devices 
with me while traveling.

First, for those occasions when travel 
time is critical I use an app called 
“Waze.” It allows a smartphone to 
act like a GPS on steroids. Naturally, 
it gives  turn by turn directions to a 
destination. That isn’t so unusual, 
right? Well, it also provides “crowd-
sourced conditions”. That means it is 
aware of other drivers around that are 
also using Waze and who are report-
ing real-time road conditions ahead. 
It also allows me to update conditions 
myself; accidents, hazards, police 
traps, road closures, and more. In 
fact, I was using it about a month ago 
and it noted that I was in stop and go 
traffic and was then asked if I wanted 
to let everyone else know. While 
some will consider this a little like 
“big brother,” I found it very useful. 
Give it a try and see how you like it. It 
runs on iOS, Android, and Windows 
phones. In addition, it can provide 
you with the price of fuel at the sta-
tions along your route. For additional 
information go to …

http://www.waze.com

The second application is something 
that I’ve now tried several times and 
find useful. This is the app from IP 
Cam Soft called “Smart Dash Cam”. 

It allows me to use my phone as a dash camera, collecting 
video for personal use or for crazy driver documentation 
(and I’m not referring to myself).

It can record video in three different qualities – high, 
medium, and low – all based on the phone’s capabilities. 
When set to the highest quality both the iPhone 6 and 
the Samsung Note 5 can provide extremely high-quality 

Cellular Technology:

Using Multiple Phones to Your Advantage

Waze is a community-based traffic and 
navigation app. Drivers in any area can 
share real-time traffic and road infor-
mation. Users get road alerts along the 
route and can find the cheapest gas prices 
around shared by the community. Plus, 
you can add friends, send locations or 
keep others posted on your arrival time.
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A USB power 
adapter for the 
cigarette lighter. 
Pictured is the 
Amazon Basics 
4.0 Amp Dual 
USB Car Charger 
priced at about $9.

A bean-bag 
mount with fric-
tion base that 
stays put on the 
dash. It is avail-
able from Char-
ger City as the 
Claw-X for about 
$20 through 
Amazon.

While not everyone will be interested in this form of mul-
titasking, it provides more options for those of us on the 
road. Be aware these may use up cellular data. However, 
the benefit may be a safer, happier trip and one with docu-
mentation that may be helpful at a critical moment.

AboUT THe AUTHoR – Rod Kenly is the Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Diesel RV Club and lives in Ridgecrest, California. Rod 
works at the China Lake Naval Air Weapons Station.

imagery; it looks great on my big-screen TV when I review 
what is captured.

Like the stand-alone dash cam, it allows me to select how 
much memory on my phone to use before it records over 
itself. It also allows me to designate how long each seg-
ment should be. I chose five minutes, so it starts a new 
file using that parameter. That makes it a lot easier to find 
something in the file, especially if you know about what 
time the recorded incident happened.

Another feature is that if you are in a wreck it locks the 
video on impact, thus saving it and not recording over it. 
It has the ability to automatically start recording when 
forward motion is detected or I can manually start and 
stop the recording.

Finally, it will place the videos in the “cloud” when it has 
online or cellular data access using either Google Drive, 
Drop Box or Box Drive. This feature means you can always 
go back and find an earlier upload.

A real “plus” is that IP Cam Soft app runs on Android, iOS, 
Kindle Fire, Nook and Windows OS. Be aware that IP Cam 
Soft also makes other applications so be sure to look for 
“Smart Dash Cam” at …

http://ipcamsoft.com

For using my phones and these apps well, I had to procure 
some additional things to carry in my vehicle. They are 
provided below.

Smart Dash Cam app automatically captures every driving 
moment using the auto-loop technology and collision detec-
tion. It shows time and speed in recorded videos making it like 
having a dependable “silent witness” riding on the dash.

Custom Coach
Connection
Your Solution Driven 
Smile Maker

HDTV in Your RV – Cellular Boosters 
Satellite TV Installations – LED Lights
Over-the-Air Antennas and Amplifiers

Contact Geoff or Johanna Matthews at (619) 571-3393 
www.customcoachconnection.com
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In the RV environment, the subject of 12-volt batteries 
and how they are charged can seem confusing. Though 
there are some conventions followed by all manufacturers, 
there are enough differences that one cannot categorically 
say “they are all like this.” Hopefully, this article can help 
in clearing some of the confusion.

Background
All motorhomes have two battery banks – house and 
chassis. The house system powers the lighting, thermo-
stat (Dometic calls it the Comfort Control), and a variety 
of other components. Chassis batteries provide crank-
ing power for the engine. The headlights, parking lamps, 
and dash instruments operate on this system of chassis 
components. Simply put, if it has to do with a living conve-
nience when parked, it is linked to the house batteries. If 
it has to do with operating the vehicle when traveling, it is 
connected to the chassis batteries.

The two systems utilize different kinds of batteries. House 
batteries are or should be deep cycle batteries that supply 
the 12 VDC (voltage direct current) needs of house items 
like lighting, water pump, exhaust fans, furnace, refrig-
erator control board, water heater control board, etc. The 
house bank is normally composed of multiple batteries, 
either 12 VDC batteries wired in parallel or 6 VDC batter-
ies wired in series. There can be also be pairs in series and 
joined in parallel (refer to your owner manual).

In case you’ve forgotten the difference between series and 
parallel, here is how it functions. Batteries wired in series 
yields the total of the voltage of each. In other words, 
two 6-volt batteries yield 12 volts of energy. The batter-
ies wired in this manner are treated as a single 12-volt 
battery. When wiring batteries in parallel, the voltage level 
isn’t changed but the depth of amperage (lasting power) 
is increased. In other words, the parallel pair results in a 
more powerful battery bank.

Generally, the house batteries start the generator but 
a few builders use the chassis battery or will provide a 
separate generator battery for that purpose. The chassis 
battery starts the engine and, in a few cases, the generator 
as well. They are starting batteries, not deep cycle batter-
ies, because they can supply a greater level of energy over 
a short period of time (known as cranking power). Deep 

cycle batteries provide a consistent level of power over an 
extended span of time. Hence, deep cycle batteries are best 
in extended time situations whereas vehicular batteries 
are best for starting an engine.

Charging
So, how do these batteries get recharged? There are two 
ways on most coaches: (1) from the alternator when the 
engine is running and; (2) from the converter, charger 
or inverter/charger when 120 VAC (voltage alternating 
current) is available from shore power or generator. With 
the engine running, most coaches charge both battery 
banks. This is generally done through a battery isolator so 
that the two battery banks do not remain connected when 
the engine is not running which would discharge both 
banks. The isolator can be a diode-based isolator, a simple 
solenoid (large relay) or a smart relay. All do virtually the 
same thing - allow both battery banks to be charged from 
the alternator but separate them when the engine is not 
running.

Checking Procedures
Owners should periodically verify that, indeed, the wiring 
and “isolation device” are working and that both battery 
banks are being charged by the alternator.

1. Start by disconnecting from shore power/generator 
for several hours.

2. At the batteries, check voltage. If you have 6 VDC 
batteries, check from the positive terminal (with a 
cable going to the house) to the negative terminal 
(with a cable going to house). Do not check terminals 
where a cable goes from one battery to the other. 
Do the same for the chassis battery bank. Voltages 
should be between 12.2 VDC (50% discharged bat-
tery) and 12.7 VDC (fully charged battery). Anything 
above 12.7 is surface charge and will quickly go away 
with even light loads. Note the voltages.

3. Now, start the engine. If you have the feature, go to 
high idle (same as you do to warm the engine after 
30 seconds at low idle). 

4. Go back and read voltage levels at the batteries. Both 
banks should be higher than the last reading and if 
the batteries are not deeply discharged, between 13.5 
and 14.5 VDC. If this is not the case, you will need to 
troubleshoot your charging/isolation system.

Tech Tidbit:

12-Volt DC Batteries and Charging
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With 120 VAC from shore power or generator, the con-
verter, charger or inverter/charger should also charge the 
house bank and, on many units, the chassis batteries as 
well. 

1. To verify, disconnect from shore power/generator for 
several hours. 

2. Read voltage at house and chassis batteries. 
3. Plug-in and/or turn on the generator. Read the volt-

age.
The voltage at any battery receiving a charge should go 
from under 13 VDC to 13.2-14.2 VDC. If it remains the 
same, that bank is not being charged. Many coaches do 
not charge the chassis battery from shore power – a seri-
ous problem with all the parasitic loads on today’s chas-
sis battery. In my opinion, this should be corrected with 
a device like the Xantrex Digital echo charge, a separate, 
small, “smart” charger designed to operate with any DC 
charging source to charge the starter. It will work with a 
solar panel or even wired inline from house positive to 
chassis positive. If using a wire from positive to positive, 
both ends must have a fuse since touching any metal or 
ground terminal with either end would cause a dead short. 
Do not use a wire if one bank is deeply discharged and 
the other fully charged, as small wires are not designed 
to handle the rapid transfer of large amounts of current – 
this is for maintaining a charge only.

You also have a battery boost/combiner switch. This 
allows the two banks to be combined, with the 
house batteries assisting the chassis batteries 
in starting the engine or the chassis batteries 
assisting the house batteries in starting the 
generator.

1. To verify its functioning, disconnect from 
shore power/generator for several hours. 

2. Turn on some 12 VDC loads to slightly 
discharge the house battery. Read battery 
voltage at each battery – all you are really 
looking for is that they are different. 

3. Now, with someone activating the boost 
switch, verify that both batteries are at 
exactly the same voltage. If not, you need 
to troubleshoot and determine if the 
switch/wiring or solenoid is faulty.

If the battery voltages were not the same with 
the boost switch activated, locate the combiner 

solenoid. It should be near the batteries and have a large 
cable going to each battery bank. Recheck voltage from 
each large lug to ground with the solenoid working, they 
should be exactly the same. It will also have either one or 
two small wires leading to it. If two, one will be the signal 
wire and the other a ground. If one small wire, it will be 
the signal wire from the dash switch with the solenoid 
grounding directly from metal to metal contact. With 
your voltmeter or even a test light, check for 12 VDC/light 
at the small signal wire lug to ground. If present but the 
voltage at the two large lugs is not the same (i.e. batteries 
not combined), the solenoid is defective. If you did not get 
12 VDC/light from the signal terminal with boost switch 
activated, you need to check the dash switch and wiring 
and will still need to verify that the solenoid is working. 
With a small wire (will only be carrying less than one amp) 
go from either large lug to the small signal wire lug (not 
ground lug). If the solenoid is functioning, you should 
hear a loud “click” and the two large lugs should read the 
same voltage.

Tools needed: Digital Voltmeter (start under $20 from 
Sears, Radio Shack, etc).

AboUT THe AUTHoR – brett Wolfe is a Senior Technical 
Contributor to rv.net/forum (wolfe10) as well as Moderator of 
the Club’s technical forum <forum.dieselrvclub.org>. brett is 
also a moderator of the FMCA forum on relating to motorhome 
technical issues.

12-volt automotive
batteries

rated at 250 amp hours

+12 volts DC
500 Ah to ground

6-volt deep cycle
batteries

rated at 250 amp hours

to ground+12 volts DC
500 Ah

Two chassis batteries wired
in parallel to maximize

cranking power.

Four house batteries wired in series
then parallel to maxmize extended

period use.
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Rally Timing Survey Results
A survey of the membership was conducted in early 
February with an invitation to participate being sent via 
email and by a link on the Club’s website. The purpose 
was to gather member preferences on when DRVC should 
conduct rallies. Historically, the rallies have been held 
two-weeks prior 
to FMCA’s Family 
Reunions (conven-
tions). Over the 
past few years lead-
ers have heard an 
increasing number 
of suggestions for 
eliminating the gap 
between the rallies 
and FMCA assem-
blies. During the 
survey period from 
February 2 and Feb-
ruary 8, 2016 mem-
bers provided their 
responses to the question indicating their preferences, and 
comments, related to moving the rally to one-week before 
FMCA, one-week after FMCA, leaving it the same or some 
other timeframe. Here are their responses:

While 15.4% preferred the current schedule, 51% wanted 
either the week before or the week after FMCA. The 
highest combination of responses, taking no preference 
together with the One Week Prior, totals 56.9% vs 44.6% 

when the no preference count is added to those voting for 
keeping the current Two Week Prior count. Another ques-
tion on the survey asked what would motivate a member 
to attend a rally. 88.7% indicated that timing was a factor 
as were other considerations such as venue and activities. 

See the tables at left 
as a reference.

Your Board of Direc-
tors have taken 
these results into 
consideration along 
with the objective 
of making it easier 
for both current 
and prospective 
members to take 
time from their 
schedules and 
attend both our 
rallies and FMCA 
Family Reunions. 

At a meeting held on February 25, 2016, the Board unani-
mously voted to move the date of Chapter rallies to One 
Week prior to FMCA’s Family Reunions. This change does 
not require amendment to the Bylaws or to the Special 
Rules. This new policy will implemented with the Spring 
2017 rally in Arizona since the dates of the Summer 2016 
rally are already set.

	 Yes	 No	 Comment	 Total	Respondents	
Timing? 87.72%  12.28% 1.75% 
	 50	 7	 1	 57
Venue? 94.23% 5.77% 0.00% 
	 49	 3	 0	 52
Activities? 66.67% 30.77% 2.56% 
	 26	 12	 1	 39

Answer	Choices	 Responses

Continue to hold the rally two weeks prior to FMCA conventions 15.38% 10

Hold the rally one week prior to FMCA conventions 24.69% 18

Hold the rally during the week following FMCA conventions 13.85% 8

I do not have a preference 29.23% 19

Other (please specify) 13.85% 9

Total	 	 65

Notice to Members 

Annual Business Meeting
Diesel RV Club Annual Business Meeting will be held 
during the FMCA Family Reunion and Motorhome Show-
case August 3 - 6, 2016 at Eastern States Exposition (time 
and location will be announced later when the schedule is 
finalized). In addition to officer elections, revised Chapter 
Bylaws and Standing Rules will be presented for member 
approval. Copies of the proposed changes will be distrib-
uted via email prior to the meeting. Only active members 
in attendance at the Summer Business Meeting in West 
Springfield will be entitled to vote.

High Intensity LED Lighting Specifically Designed for RVs
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Lake and Lighthouse Rally 
July 17 - 22, 2016 

Brennan Beach RV Resort 
Pulaski, New York

Please print or type the appropriate information in the spaces below. 
Determine your rally fee, complete the form, then send it with the correct payment due prior to June 15, 2016.

Pilot: Last Name  _____________________________  First Name  _____________________________

Co-pilot: Last Name  _____________________________  First Name  _____________________________

FMCA #:  __________________ Email:  ___________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _____________________________  State/Prov:  ________________  Postal Code:  _______________

Primary Phone:  ____________________  Mobile Phone:   ____________________

Emergency Contact:  ___________________________________  Phone:   _____________________

Coach Make:  ________________________ Model:  ___________________  Length:  ___________________

 Handicap Considerations: Yes   _________  No   ________

 Currently DRVC Member: Yes   _________  No   ________

 First Timer: Yes   _________  No   ________

 Dietary Issues/Sensitivities: Yes   _________  No   ________

Will you have a guest(s) attending and staying in your coach? If so, please provide their name(s) and ages.

Guest of Member Information:  ______________________________________________________________________

Rally T-shirt (specify quantity and size)  S _____  M _____  L _____  XL _____  2XL _____ 
One shirt is included in the registration fee. Shirts are 100% cotton. 

Additional shirts are available @ $14 each; $16 for 2XL size. Register and specify size(s) by June 15 to receive shirt(s).

RALLY FEES FOR MEMBERS:
 Registration Type  Rally Fee
 Full Rally (Two in coach)   $ 445.00
 Full Rally (One person)   $ 360.00
 Each Additional Guest   $ 125.00

RALLY FEES FOR NON-MEMBERS:*
Please add $25 to above prices

*  Visitors attending in own motorhome are welcome to participate but 
subject to a $25 surcharge; limited to one rally. Charge applied to  
membership fee upon joining.

TOTAL RALLY FEES
Total Fee Paid (including extra T-shirt) $  _________ . ___

REFUND POLICY:
Registrant must notify Treasurer at least 14 days prior to start of rally to 
receive full refund. Notice provided later will be dependent on advance fees 
paid to vendors.

Make checks payable to: 
 FMCA Diesel RV Club
Mail form to:  
 3916 N Potsdam Ave, PMB#1107 
 Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048
Questions or clarifications? 
 Send an email to: 
 treasurer@dieselrvclub.org
Arriving early or staying late? Please 
contact:
 Brennan Beach RV Resort 
 80 Brennan Beach 
 Pulaski, NY 16142
 315-29-2242

brennanbeach@equitylifestyle.com 
www.brennanbeachrvresort.com

Rally Registra�onRally Registra�on
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Diesel RV Club – Application for Membership
Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get maximum 
performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted 
in all areas of the US. 

Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation. 

Membership Type (check one):     [       ] Regular, provide FMCA Number ____________ [       ] ForumPlus

Names:  ____________________   ____________________   ____________________   ____________________

 Pilot – First Pilot – Last Co-pilot – First  Co-pilot – Last

Mailing Address: ___________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street/P.O. Box City State/Prov Postal Code

Shipping Address: __________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street – no Po box please City State/Prov Postal Code

Phones:  _____________________   ____________________   _____________________

 Home or Office  Pilot’s Mobile Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail Addresses:  ______________________________________   _______________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Occupations (if retired, former occupations):

______________________________________________   _______________________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Emergency Contact: ___________________________   _________________   _________________________

  Name – normally not with you Telephone Relationship

Newsletter Delivery Choice (check one): Email Only [       ]         Postal Only [       ]         Email & Postal [       ]

Referred by Member:  __________________________________________

Your RV Information:

Coach Mfg: _____________  Model: ______________  Length: _______  Slides: ______  VIN: _______________

Engine Mfg:  ___________ Model: _____________ Rated HP: __________  Serial No: _____________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
 Diesel RV Club
 3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
 Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048
Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who are interested 
in the Diesel RV Club Membership. PayPal payment option available on the 
Club website – www.dieselrvclub.org

----- FoR CLUb USe oNLY -----

Amount Received: $ ________

___/___/____  ___/___/____

Date Received Renewal Date

Check # ______  Cash _______

 Revised March 2015
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print, complete, and mail the registration form. 

Q. Do you have any charity and fund raising activity? 

A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute to various charities and organizations in 
the areas where rallies are held. Wounded Warriors is our official charity.

Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB? 
• Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art 

Diesel RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.
• Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country. 
• Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.
• Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as 

well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.
• Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.
• Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and 

maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.

How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the reverse side or signup online!

If you have other questions, email one of the following officers: 

 Membership: Tim Gerrity – membership@dieselrvclub.org 

 Technical: Brett Wolfe – technical@dieselrvclub.org 

 Publications: Byron Songer – editor@dieselrvclub.org

Diesel RV Club FAQs 
Q. How much is membership?

A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS), 
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.

Q. What do I get for being a member? 

A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the 
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued Part-
ners. 

Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?

A. Everything can be accessed from this URL:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
To go directly to the engine forum: 
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org 

Q. What do you do at rallies? 

A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top tier motorhome resort with 
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to ses-
sions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening entertain-
ment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include silent auctions, 
access to some coach services  
and presentations by RV vendors. 

Q. What is the upcoming Rally Schedule? 

A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along 
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as download, 

✓ Diesel RV Club FAQs
✓ Why Join
✓ Become a Member

We’re here …

… Where are you?

Granille
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Out with the Old, In with the New:

Replacing the LP with an Induction Cooktop
Nearly every motorhome produced before 2008 came with 
a propane-based cooktop. The benefit was that the inhabit-
ants could feed themselves in a dire emergency by actually 
cooking their own food over an open flame; an art that 
began in prehistoric times and has seen little improve-
ment until the 20th century. Of course, methods of 
moving one’s domicile from place to place has been around 
almost as long as cooking with little change until 
the same century.

Then came the 20th century: Cars, air-
planes, electric stoves, travel trailers, 
motorhomes, and the development 
of two new methods of cooking 
food. The first great develop-
ment was that of the micro-
wave oven. Microwave ovens, 
use high-energy radio waves to 
heat food quickly and efficiently in a fraction 
of the time needed with a conventional stove. The second 
great development which came thirty-five years later was 
induction cooking. It uses electromagnetism to turn cook-
ing pans into cookers (creating heat energy inside the pan 
itself, instead of firing it in from outside). This method 
cooks food more quickly and safely with less energy with-
out heating up the environment 
(the interior of the motorhome).

Everyone knows about micro-
waves these days, but induction 
cookers are much less well under-
stood. Though demonstrations 
have been provided at numer-
ous major rallies (such as FMCA 
events), many owners have not 
made the conversion. I know we 
ignored the sales pitches from 
in-booth demonstrations until 
two years ago. That’s when we 
decided to become full-timers 
and do something about the gas 
stove. My wife and I both didn’t enjoy cooking by gas in a 
confined space.

After purchasing our Newmar Dutch Star (used) in 
2014 and selling our home, our first destination was the 

Newmar Rally in Escanaba, Michigan. It was there that 
Martha and I took the time to see what induction cook-
ing was all about at the TechnoRV booth. We walked away 
with a portable cooktop (similar to what is pictured above) 
and the griddle that came with it. After that day, the gas 
stove was never used in our coach, ever.

What to do with a piece of 
junk?
After cooking on the single-
burner, portable unit for several 
months, I figured it was time to 

see what other owner had done 
about the situation. After all, car-

rying something around that isn’t 
being used is a waste of resources.

After checking out a few forums and 
seeing how the all-electric coaches 

were equipped, it became obvious that 
replacing the three-burner cooktop with a 

two-burner induction system was the way to go. Though 
there are many brands (knock-offs) of the portable cook 
plates available, there are only a few types suitable for 
a motorhome that is equipped with 50-amp service. Of 
the two brands available, I chose the True 

Induction brand. I will point 
out that the 50-amp limita-
tion means staying with a 

unit designed for 120-volt service 
to match the capability inherent in a 
motorhome. The home models assume 
a minimum of 100-amps for the house 
which means that a 240-volt system can 
be used. This is not suitable for use in 
an RV of any type.

A True Induction model was ordered. The unit 
is designed for a “counter inset” installation 
and fits the width and height dimensions of 
the gas unit. The gas unit is deeper so that 

means some space will need to be filled after replacing it 
with the induction model.

Let the work begin
Removing the old LP cooktop wasn’t much of a problem 
especially since we didn’t have a gas oven. There are a 
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few screws that hold the cooktop in place. They can be 
accessed by removing the drawer immediately below the 
cooktop. Before removing it I, of course, turned off the gas 
supply in preparation for the removal. 
Afte removal, I capped the gas line that 
feeds the burners with proper acces-
sories I purchased at Home Depot. 
I then moved the lines toward the 
back of the cabinet and tucked them 
under the back of the counter.

Our cooktop was made to be 
covered by a folding section match-
ing the Corian so the counter could be extended when 
it wasn’t in use. The cover was easily removed since it is 
held in place by a spring-loaded latch at the rear. I didn’t 
dispose of the folding cover since it would be used to cut 
pieces to go across the front of the cavity, on each side 
(the replacement cooktop is about 7/8-inch narrower), 
and across the rear.

Since is easily cut using a 
good table saw, used the 
sculpted front edge from 
the folding cover. It was 
secured in place using 
a board cut the width 
of the gap left by the 
removal of the gas unit. I 
used some beige sealant 
to fill the space on the 
left and right sides (see 
the photo above, lower 
portion).

My wife and I decided it 
would be a good idea to 
make a spice rack with the Corian material to fill the space 
at the rear. The rack measures 4.5 inches deep and 3.5 
inches tall and runs the entire width of the cooktop (see 
the photo above, upper portion).

I made a shallow drawer for in the additional space gained. 
It can hold flatware and/or cooking utensils. To get a 
drawer front I looked online for a source that supplied a 
match. Instead of a pull, however, I’ll attach a towel bar 
to which will serve as a replacement to the safety bar 
attached to the old unit (see the top photo on this page).

Cooking the induction way
The advantages of induction cooking include faster heating 
times which reduces the wait time for the pans to come to 

temperature, less use of energy because 
it reduces heat being diverted to the 

rest of the coach, no gas odor, and 
a safer cooking experience because 
there are no open flames or heated 
coils. In addition, the glass-ceramic 
surface is easy to clean even if there 
are spills.

Added to this is the advantage of 
the smart system developed for the True Induction unit. 
Since it runs from a standard 120-volt line at 1,800 watts, 
it can draw a full 15 amps. However, it is designed for 
load balancing between the two burners. The maximum 
power of an individual burner level is at setting 10. But, 
when operating both burners their combined total is level 

10, meaning that when 
operating the two burners 
at the same time they’ll 
self-adjust levels accord-
ingly. When you increase 
the power of one side, the 
power output of the other 
side will reduce auto-
matically. To feed the new 
cooktop with electricity 
I tapped into a basement 
line that had little load.

Not only do we get to 
enjoy the marvels of 
induction cooking but 
we also have some new 

cookware  since induction cooking utilizes magnetic-based 
technology to excite the molecules of the metal contained 
in ferrous (meaning magnetic) cookware. By the way, lots 
of brands exist but we purchased a set by NuWave.

AboUT THe AUTHoR – byron Songer is the VP Publications 
for Diesel RV Club and the editor of this newsletter. He and his 
wife have enjoyed motorhoming since 2007. byron retired from 
teaching at the college level and is now a KoA work kamper 
by summer and Disney castmember during Florida’s snowbird 
season in the Magic Kingdom.
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train 

repair. They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel 
engines. Every coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, 
turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided 
at their location in Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.
Phone: (903) 881-9765

Alfateers Service Centers — 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and 
models of motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every 
qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. 
Fontana, CA.
www.alfateersrvservice.com

Custom Coach Connection — offering a 10% discount on mobile services (not in conjunction with any other dis-
count). Custom Coach Connection provides tailored entertainment and communication solutions 
as an authorized dealer for Direct TV, DISH, and Winegard, as well as Wilson Electronics (weBoost). 
Whether you are looking for a new HDTV system, improved broadcast TV, mobile internet or an 
automatic satellite TV  system, CCC can provide you with a one-stop-solution and even organize that 
mess of wires in your entertainment cabinet and make everything work again. In addition, CCC sells 
LED lights for your RV. Check their website for their location schedule. 619-571-3393.
www.customcoachconnection.com

Luxury Coach Service – extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a 
convenient, one-stop shop for all preventative RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches 
from class C to luxury class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts 
department ensure your expectations will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Specializing in 
maintenance, upgrades, and remodelling. Luxury Coach Service is at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rock-
wall, TX 75087. Phone (972) 771-6200..
www.luxurycoachservice.com

Oregon Motorcoach Center – a premier Motorcoach service and renovation center on the west coast, is offering a 10% 
discount on parts purchased from its parts department. They service all brands of RVs specializing in 
repairs & maintenance, electronics, exteriors & awnings, cabinets, interiors & furnishings, and kitch-
ens. Oregon Motorcoach Center is located at 29417 Airport Road, Eugene, Oregon 97402. Phone: 
(541) 762-1505.
www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com

Precision Frame & Alignment — Elk River, MN, an industry leader in RV suspension, alignment and tire business, is 
offering 10% off of labor and 10% off of parts related to suspension and brakes (and other repairs, as 
needed), and $25 per tire discount on Bridgestone RV Tires as well as other brands.
http://www.precisionframe.com

Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is 
offering a 10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at 
I-10 & Exit 264 (Palo Verde). 
www.premiermbs.com

Pro Custom, Inc — Paint and RV Specialists; 10% discount on their wide range of RV services including custom, full-
body paint, insurance and warranty work, complete interior renovations, collision repairs, MCD 
shades, and more. Just show your Diesel RV Club membership card to receive the discount on parts 
and labor. Pro Custom is located at 29079 County Road 20, Elkhart, IN. Phone (574) 217-0399.
www.procustominc.com
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continued on next page

RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They 
provide high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net

RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey Lights — Boogey Lights offers a 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting solutions designed for outdoor 

use on RVs when purchased online or by calling 800.847.1359.
http://www.boogeyLights.com

Coach Supply Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies 
to all products listed on website.
www.coachsupplydirect.com

Fire & Life Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and sup-
plies.
macthefireguy.com

MCD Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual 
and power shades.
www.mcdinnovations.com

O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts 
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing 
an o’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.

RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75 
per appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations 
across the US and Canada.
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html

Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with loca-

tions in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com

Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service 
centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com

MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations

Mustang Caterpillar  – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount 
you must show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take 
advantage of the 10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout 
Southeast Texas. 
www.mustangcat.com

Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations 
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map

Valued Partner List
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Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — Owners of an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes sense to be a club 

member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline products. The 
discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance
www.cumminspowerclub.com

Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to 

owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com

Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona 
offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com

Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com

Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to 
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com

Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com

Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and 

service.
www.orlandofreightliner.com

Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at 
its New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com 

Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale, 
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com

Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa loca-
tion.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm

Other Types of Services
Mobileye INC — Mobileye is offering Diesel RV Club members 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its 

Collision Avoidance System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the 
Members Only section of our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s 
website or product information.
www.mobileye.com/us

Valued Partner List

continued on next page
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Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable 
treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

RV Golf Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf 
courses and RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the 
Diesel RV Club website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% refer-
ral fee for each membership.)
www.RVGolfClub.com

SkyMed — SkyMed picks up where other travel plans leave off providing air ambulance membership services, medical 
air evacuation, emergency travel services, travel insurance, and personal concierge services without 
co-pays, deductibles, or claim forms. As a member of DRVC, you receive an exclusive club discount 
from SkyMed’s menu of policies and options.
www.skymed.com

Valued Partner List

end of listing

Join the FMCA Family
GREaT bEnEFITS

GREaT PEoPLE
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INSURANCE SERVICESINSURANCE SERVICES

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of a�ordable 
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.

Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .

You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

Broken Windshield?

888.777.6778
rvglassexperts.com

Foggy Side Windows?
Ask about our laminated windows

with lifetime warranty! 

No Need to
Change Your
Travel Plans! 

Twice a year, RV Glass Solutions shares 
special o�ers for RV windshield and 
foggy side glass replacement with 
customers and friends. To receive these 
o�ers, subscribe to our list by visiting 
our website and signing up for Real 
Deals on the home page.

While in Perry or anywhere your travels take you, call the RV Glass Experts and 
we’ll arrange delivery of your glass, an expert installation technician and any 
insurance details to provide a complete RV Glass Solution when and  where you 
need it. Call 888.777.6778 for a free quote. If you like what you hear, prebook 
your Perry, Georgia RV windshield replacement by Friday, March 11th, and we’ll 
arrive at the FMCA rally with your RV glass and pass the $175 shipping savings 
on to you! Sorry, but this o�er cannot be combined with other o�ers.

Finance and Membership Report
Financial Condition 

ASSETS 
 Checking $ 59,381.68

Total Assets  $ 59,381.68

LIABILITIES

 Charity Donations $ -149.00

Total Liabilities  $ -149.00

EQUITY
 General Fund Balance $ 34,381.87

 Rally Fund Balance $ 25,148.81

Total Equity  $ 59,530.68

Total Liabilities + Total Equity $ 59,381.68

The financial records of the Chapter have been converted 
to a new online system that will allow our Treasurer, Audit 
Committee designee and other authorized officers access 
to the system for full-time monitoring.

Following is report on the membership status for DRVC 
and a balance statment as of March 2016.

Membership Status

As of March 5th, we have 520 active Regular members and 
26 active ForumPlus members. This includes 75 members 
who initially joined the Chapter under a first-year free 
offer and renewed to a Regular or ForumPlus membership. 
We’ve issued 2,927 invitations since the first-year free 
program began. Of those, 228 have accepted the invita-
tion. This time last year we had a total of 536 members, 10 
less than we have today.


