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Rally Report - “Gasparilla Fling”

An FMCA Chapter

By Joe Hipp

Jose Gaspar, if the character ever existed, would have enjoyed our “fling” at Lazy Days.
We had one-eyed pirates, male and female; talking and non-talking parrots perched on
pirates shoulders; and first-timers out numbered old-timers as the CAT RV Club put a finishing
touch on the 2007 Gasparilla Festival in Tampa. The most authentic looking pirates were a
tough choice with Dan Kennedy and Kathe Letulle getting the evil eye. Over 80 coaches
showed up from all over the lower 48. Rally Masters Carolyn Bearden/Don Tallman and
Bobbi and Al Vormittag put on a great rally.
The weather cooperated and “gamesmanship” ruled the bean baggers and beanbag
baseballers. It started with the baseballers and only two teams competing. Did some really
fail to touch a base on a homerun? And why did officials delay the finals of the beanbag
tournament, so Don Tallman could substitute for a player? Hmmm!
You only had to hear the excitement of the ladies in their games to realize how much fun
everyone was having. The golfers had a dilemma! One threesome won most of the prizes,
low score, closest to the hole and longest drive. The winners were David Twilley, Joe Sofarelli, and John Miller.
Our Caterpillar® support was stellar, including dinner at the historic Columbia Restaurant
with flamenco dancers entertaining. Suzie Adcock and her sidekick Jackie Cothren made
sure we had great dealer support from Ring Power. Ray Lott led us through the CAT briefing. Technician Leon Wares stuck with us throughout the rally. A trio of our own technicians
headed by Tom Fadale, Al Vormittag, went from coach to coach checking SCA levels.
Many thanks to Dick Harris and Tom James for the fine photos in this issue.

Are Your Club Dues Current?
Per Club By-laws, members who are more than six months behind on Club dues
must be dropped from active membership. To determine your membership status,
check the date to the left of your name on the mailing label for this newsletter.
This is your membership expiration date. If the date says 11/1/2006, you will be
dropped from the Club’s active roster on May 1, 2007 unless renewal dues are received. Renewal application and mailing information is available on the Club
website www.catrvclub.org .
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“Commotion at the Ocean Rally—Monday, July 23 - Friday, July 27, 2007
Your Cat RV Club has a great rally planned 2 weeks before the Redmond FMCA this summer. Held at Pacific
Shores Motorcoach Resort in Newport, Oregon (www.outdoor-resorts.com/ps), this RV Park will set the tone for
an incredible West Coast experience! Overlooking the crashing surf of the open Pacific, just 500 yards from
the historic Yaquina Lighthouse, this is a rally you won’t want to miss. We have an agenda which includes
crafts, games, informative seminars and great food. We have special activities planned to keep you entertained each evening. A fossil expert is going to take us to the nearby beach to search for historic keepsakes.
The final gala will be held at the world-renown Oregon Coast Aquarium. There will also be plenty of free time
to explore the historic Nye Beach area and Newport’s working Bay front or just take a drive along the beautiful Oregon coastline.
This rally is limited to the first 100 coaches and will sell out so send your registration in long before the June 15th
cutoff.
Side Trips: Since the rally will be filled with Club activities, we have made arrangements with local tour operators to offer side trips for golf, salmon or halibut fishing, and whale watching before and/or after the rally.
These side trips will be scheduled for Monday morning and Friday morning and will require you to arrive early
or stay late at Pacific Shores Motorcoach Resort. Contact Side Trip co-coordinator Jerry Pattison to schedule
participation in these activities. Jerry is a charter member of the Cat RV Club and a part-time resident at this
incredible RV park over looking the Pacific. Jerry has set up options for these pay-him-directly activities. Activities will be booked based on group interest so don’t wait until the last minute to sign up. You must make arrangements in advance to participate in these extra activities.
Contact Jerry at his winter home in Las Vegas NV at 702-243-5424 or after May 15th on his cell phone 702-4197879 or better yet by e-mail at scubajgp@earthlink.net . And while you are on the net, check out the Cat
Club’s website at: www.CatRVclub.org for links to the tour operators’ websites for a taste of the incredible
opportunities your Cat club has arranged.
Once you have made arrangements with Jerry, you will need to make arrangements directly with PSMR for
the extra camping days. Ask for Reservations (front desk) at 800-333-1583 –or– 541-265-3750. Be sure to tell
them that you will also be attending the CAT RV Club Rally.
The full-color “Oregon Coast Magazine Mile by Mile Guide” (www.visittheOregonCoast.com) will be mailed to
you free upon receiving your registration and rally fee so you can plan your time better. Come early, stay late
as our Cat RV Club rally dates will not interfere with your other manufacturer’s rallies before the Redmond
FMCA or after Good Sam’s Redmond rally.
Contact Tom Schneider at 800-825-2333 for questions or details about the rally.
The rally agenda and registration form are included in this newsletter.
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Secretary’s Report

by Starr Saam, Acting Secrtetary
Cat RV Club Minutes 3/21/07
The business meeting was called to order at 5:00PM by Vice-president David Twilley. Kathe Letulle led with an opening prayer. Don
Tallman led the Pledge of Allegiance. David Twilley, Vice-President, introduced the officers present at the meeting: Kathe Letulle, Treasurer; Starr Saam, Acting Secretary and Parliamentarian; Don Tallman, National Director and Club Founder; Al Vormittag, Alternate National
Director; George Saam, Nominating Committee.
David introduced the Caterpillar, Inc. Team of Suzie Adcock, Tony Kapustka and Jackie Cothren. David introduced the following FMCA officers present who shared
greetings and remarks with the club: Nelson Stubbs, Midwestern Area V.P.; Jay Blumenthal, International Area V.P.; Sunny Gillespie, Chief of Security for the
Perry rally and his wife, Carole and Don Moore, FMCA President and his wife Darlene. Don Moore is a charter member of the CAT RV Club. He congratulated the
club on its growth and wished the club a good time in Perry. Both Don Moore and Nelson Stubbs encouraged the members to attend the rally in 2008 in Henry, Illinois as Caterpillar, Inc. is something to see. Jay Blumenthal thanked the CAT Club for being so welcoming. He also encouraged all Cat RV Club members to attend
the INTO Rally April 19-22, 2007 in Harrington, Delaware.
David asked the Tampa Rally attendees to share their experiences with other club members at the pizza and wine party following the meeting. Carolyn Bearden, Don
Tallman, Bobbi and Al Vormittag, Tampa Rally Co-Wagonmasters, were thanked by the club Vice-president for their work with a certificate for one-half off the cost
of one of the next three CAT RV Club rallies.
The minutes of the last Business Meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina were presented to the membership for approval. It was moved to correct the minutes to read,
“a $25.00 non-financial discrepancy was found and reconciled” instead of “a $10 discrepancy was found but later reconciled”. The motion was seconded and passed.
A motion was seconded and passed to accept the minutes as corrected.
Kathe Letulle, Treasurer, reported as of 8/15/2006 the beginning balance was $41,247.69, income $56,765.76, and expenses $37,326.15. This resulted in a net ending
balance of $60,687.30 as of 3/20/2007. The net loss for the Tampa Rally was ($62.07). A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Treasurer’s report.
Under old business a motion was made and seconded to amend the CAT RV Club By-Laws as follows:
1. The By-Laws are amended to designate staggered officer terms. To implement this at the next election, the President will serve one year, the Vice-President
two years, the Secretary one year, the Treasurer two years, the National Director one year, and the Alternate National Director two years. Thereafter all
officers will be elected for a two year term.
2. The Parliamentarian will be an appointed position.
3. A Membership Chairperson will be added as an elected position.
The motion was unanimously approved by the membership.
Under New Business, Don Tallman gave the National Director’s report. At the FMCA International Convention in Redmond, Oregon there will be a vote on all
national officer positions for a 2 year term. David reported that over 90 new members were recruited at the Perry rally. These new members make the CAT RV Club
one of the top five largest FMCA chapters. We have over 1,300 member coaches in the club. George Saam, Nominating Committee member, reported that because
the CAT RV Club is becoming a large international chapter, the Nominating Committee is looking for regional vice-presidents to help with club communication and
growth. Members interested in these positions were encouraged to submit their résumés to the CAT RV CLUB Nominating Committee.
David announced the CAT RV Center Network was organized at three levels: Basic engine, Engine & Chassis and Engine, Chassis & House. He encouraged club
members to patronize these centers, as they have contributed over $20,000.00 to supporting our rallies. Starr Saam outlined the itinerary for the “Commotion at the
Ocean” rally July 23-27, 2007 at Pacific Shores Motorcoach Resort in Newport, Oregon. It will occur 2 weeks before the FMCA Convention in Redmond. She encouraged club members to sign up early for this rally because it is limited to 100 coaches. Registration forms will be available in the CAT Club Newsletter coming
out 2 weeks after the Perry Rally and 3 days after the newsletter is mailed on the club website, http://www.catrvclub.org/.
Suzy Adcock, Caterpillar, Inc. spokesperson, welcomed all of the new members to the club. She thanked members for their support and invited members to come by
the CAT, Inc. booth. She then introduced her assistant, Jackie Cothren, who works closely with the CAT RV Club executive board. Suzy spoke of the Gasparilla
Fling Rally in Florida, saying that it was no easy task to satisfy 200 people for 4 days. On behalf of Caterpillar, Inc., she presented Carolyn Bearden, Don Tallman,
Bobbi and Al Vormittag each with a beautiful CAT wristwatch. Suzy spoke of Don’s vision in creating the CAT RV Club just 3 years ago. She told us how proud
she was that it had grown so large in just 3 years.
A member asked if the club would be having any other rallies not connected to FMCA. He suggested that the CAT RV Club have regional rallies. David said that he
would bring the suggestion to the Cat RV Club Executive Board.
David Twilley asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and approved by the members. The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 P.M. Door
prizes were given. Pizza and refreshments were served.

Facts and Figures from the editors
David Twilley was all smiles when asked about his assessment of the rally and convention. “We had great support from volunteers and the rally masters were outstanding. Not only did we see a huge turnout of first timers, at last count 117 new members
were added to our rolls. The CAT RV Club is truly one of the fastest growing in FMCA,” he reiterated. Membership turnout for
the business meeting was phenomenal. The meeting proceeded quickly and from comments heard afterward members

liked it that way.
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“Commotion at the Ocean” July 23-27, 2007
Cat RV Club Pre-Redmond Rally Agenda
Pacific Shores Motorcoach Resort, Newport, Oregon
Rallymasters -Tom & Victoria Schneider, George & Starr Saam
Monday, 7/23/2007-

Arrival Day

After 11:00 am
2:00-4:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30-8:30 pm

Arrival, set up, meet other club members and relax
Round One- Bean Bag Tournament
Social Hour – The Club will provide wine and soft drinks. Bring heavy hors d’oeuvres to share.
Entertainment - The ‘Oregon Fossil Guy’, Guy Di Torrice. There will be a short lecture followed by
a beach walk to look for fossils for those who want. Requires walking.

Tuesday, 7/24/2007-

Cat Day (Wear your Cat Shirts)

7:30-9:00 am
9:00-11:30 am
9:30-11:30 am
1:00-2:30 pm
Noon-5:00 pm

Full Breakfast
Caterpillar Maintenance Seminar
Ladies Lanyard Craft
Round Two-Bean Bag Tournament
Tour historic Yaquina lighthouse or Nye Beach shops.
Maps in packet.
Social Hour-Club provides wine and soft drinks. Cash bar.
Catered Dinner (wear polka dot anything. Prizes for best!)
Entertainment-The Polka Dots

5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm

Wednesday, 7/25/2007- Explore the Oregon Coast Day

7:30-9:00 am
9:30-11:30 am
9:30-11:30 am

5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Full Breakfast
General RV Maintenance Seminar – Brett Wolfe
Wellness Seminar with Victoria Schneider: Essential role of vitamins and minerals in maintaining
good memory and healthy skin.
Explore busy bay front of Newport on your own.
Maps in packet.
Social Hour-Club provides wine and soft drinks. Cash bar.
Buffet Dinner and Entertainment you won’t believe!

Thursday, 7/26/2007-

Gala Finale Day!

10-11:30 am
Noon
4:00 pm
5:00- 6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 – 8:00 pm
8:00-8:45 pm
9:00 pm

Brunch (Sleep in late and rest up for big Gala Evening)
Big Cat Bean Bag Finals
Awards Ceremony. Early Social Hour. Club provides wine and soft drinks.
Early Specialty Dinner. Dressy casual attire. Sensible shoes.
Buses leave for private evening tour of Oregon Coast Aquarium.
Group tours of the Oregon Coast Aquarium.
Special Oregon desserts and coffee right among the marine exhibits. A cash bar serving your favorite
liquors, brandies, etc.
Buses return to Pacific Shores Motorcoach Resort

Friday, 7/27/2007-

Departure Day

7:00-9:00 am
11 am Checkout

Continental Breakfast
Warm Farewells, on to the next rally or make your own arrangements with PSMR

Noon-5:00 pm
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“Commotion at the Ocean”
CAT RV Club Pre-Redmond Rally Agenda
Outdoor Resorts, Pacific Shores, Newport, Oregon
Please print names as you want them to appear on rally name badges
Last name: __

___

Last name: ___

__

_____________

______

Guest: Last name:________
Email address: _________

First name: ___

____

________________

_______

First name: ____

__

_________________

______

First name: _____

_______ ___________

FMCA#: __

__________________
_______________

Address: __________

___________________________________ _________________
Street Address
_____________ ____________________ ________
___________
_________
______
City
State
ZIP
Phone: Cell: ________________

Handicapped:

Yes

Home: _______________

__________

No (circle one)

Emergency contact: _____________________
Name and phone #
Coach-make: ________

___________

________

___

_______ Length: _______

Cost: $350 for 2 people per coach, each additional person $200. Singles $300
Total sent with registration: $___________

(100% refund if cancelled by 5/15/2007)

Cost of rally includes: 4 nights camping – 50 amp full hookups; 3 full breakfasts, 1 continental breakfast,
3 dinners, entertainment, prizes & lots of fun.
Fill out this form, make check payable to FMCA CAT RV Club & mail to:
George Saam
P.O. Box 234
Santa Cruz, CA 95061
Direct inquiries regarding the rally to: Tom Schneider – 800-825-2333 -or- George & Starr Saam – 831-423-1778
Contact Jerry Pattison regarding optional activities taking place before and after the rally at 702-243-5424
(before May 15th) or on his cell phone 702-419-7879 (after May 15th) or by e-mail at scubajgp@earthlink.net
To arrive before the rally begins or stay over after it ends, contact Outdoor Resorts directly at
800-333-1583 –or– 541-265-3750 and ask for the front desk (reservations).
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CAT RV CLUB
TREASURY REPORT
8/15/2006 Beginning Balance
INCOME
2006 Charlotte NC FMCA—Income
2006 Co-Sponsor Rally Money
2006 Dues
2006 South Carolina Rally Money
Co-Sponsor Rally Funds
4,550.00
Total 2006 South Carolina Rally Income

An FMCA Chapter

$ 41,247.69

635.76
(11,150.00)
120.00
4,550.00

2007 Co-Sponsor Rally Deposit
15,200.00
2007 Dues
7,300.00
2007 Tampa FL Rally-Income
Co-Sponsor Rally Funds
6,600.00
Registration Fees
26,170.00
Total 2007 Tampa FL Rally Income
32,770.00
2008 Dues
2009 Dues
2010 Dues
2011 Dues
2012 Dues
2013 Dues
2014 Dues
2015 Dues
2016 Dues
2017 Dues
Membership Fee

1,065.00
270.00
105.00
75.00
30.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
5,720.00

Total Income

$ 56,765.76

Expenses
2006 Charlotte NC FMCA
2006 South Carolina Rally Misc. Expense
2007 Oregon Rally
Entertainment
240.00
Catering
1,000.00
Total 2007 Oregon Rally
2007 Perry FMCA
2007 Tampa FL Rally—Expense
Beverage Expense
714.56
Camping Fees
11,305.00
Cancellations
2,100.00
Catering
15,465.74
Entertainment
600.00
Misc. Expense
861.28
Rally Prizes
987.19
Welcome Packages
798.30
Total 2007 Tampa FL Rally—Expense
Bank Charge
Check Printing
FMCA Chapter Fair
Future Door Prizes
General Rally Supplies
Historian
Mailing Fee
Memorial
Office Supplies
Printing Fees
Rally Security Deposit
Officer Business Cards
California State Tax—Business
Web Site Annual Fee

Total Expenses
3/20/2007 Ending Balance

1,231.01
387.50

1,240.00
272.84

32,832.07
5.00
44.80
1.68
474.24
73.53
8.96
269.68
50.00
562.25
130.83
(500.00)
96.16
20.00
126.60

$ 37,326.15
$ 60,687.30

***Tampa Rally Net Loss ($62.07)
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Gasparilla Couples in costume

The all-new C-7

CAT Lovers in Tampa

CAT RV Club Rally Schedule

by Dianne Wolfe, Rally Coordinator

Date

Rally Site

Rally Masters

FMCA Location

July 23-27, 2007
“Commotion at the Ocean”

Outdoor Resorts,
Pacific Shores
Newport, OR

Tom & Victoria Schneider
George & Starr Saam

Redmond, OR
8/13—8/16 2007

February 11-15, 2008

Golden Village Palms
Hemet, CA

Jim & Marcy Mannan
David & Marianne Conner

Pomona, CA
2/25—2/28 2008

June 28—July 2, 2008
Option to stay through July 5

Marshall Putnam County Al & Bobbi Vormittag
Fairgrounds
Derrel & Kathe Letulle
Henry, IL
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Minneapolis, MN
7/14—7/17 2008

Rallies afford us all an
opportunity to get together, have some fun and
learn the latest tips for
maintaining our Caterpillar Engines. So here are
the locations for our rallies through 2008. I encourage each of you to put
these dates on your calendar and plan to get together with your CAT RV
Club friends at as many of
these rallies as you can

CAT® RV Club Newsletter
Liquid Gold? How to go farther on every drop of diesel
Fuel costs are high and they’re
going to stay that way. Now
more than ever, it makes sense to
get the most out of every drop of
fuel. Here are some tips to help
you cut your fuel consumption:
1. Slow down – The faster you go,
the more fuel you burn. In
fact, at highway speeds,
every mile per hour reduces
your fuel economy by a tenth
of a mile per gallon.
2. Use the cruise – No matter
how good a driver you are,
the electronic cruise control
can help you do a better job
of keeping speed and rpm’s
steady to save fuel. And it
makes driving easier on you in
the bargain. It’s also smart to
use the Soft Cruise to avoid
drastic speed changes on hills.
Remember, the point of RVing
is to relax. That starts on the
road.
3. If your RV is equipped with an
Allison automatic transmission,
use the economy mode.

4. Use the lowest engine rpm
possible – For a Cat® C13 or
C15, run between 1200 and
1600 rpm. For the C7, run between 1440 and 1800 rpm. Cat
engines with ACERT™ Technology have more low-end
torque, so even in the lower
rpm range, you’ll have the
power you need.
5. Minimize idle time – Under normal conditions, 3 minutes of
warm-up and cool-down is
plenty.
6. Avoid sudden starts or stops –
Anticipate traffic, and when
you exit the highway, let your
RV coast on the ramp. This not
only saves fuel, it extends the
life of your brakes.
7. Check your PSI, PDQ – Low tire
pressure is one of your fuel
tank’s biggest enemies. Keep
tires inflated to the manufacturer’s recommendations. And
check them often.
Reprinted from rv.cat.com

Co-editor and
the
printer
put the newsletter to bed.
Hipp
and
Fickessen (L
to R) with
Diane’s long
distance help
from the Bahamas GED.
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Recipes from
Cookbook

the

CAT

Company Potatoes
8 potatoes
½ c. butter, melted
2 T. Parmesan cheese
1 tsp. garlic salt
1 tsp. paprika
Cut each potato in 8 pieces. Combine
butter, Parmesan cheese, garlic slat
and paprika in bowl. Add potatoes and
toss until coated. Place on ungreased
cookie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for
40 minutes.
Swiss Baked Chicken
6 chicken breasts, cut in half
6 slices Gruyere cheese
1 can cream of chicken soup
½ c. milk
½ c. butter
1 c. bread crumbs
Paprika
Grease casserole dish and place
chicken breast in pan. Top each with
cheese slices. Combine soup and milk
and heat thoroughly; pour over
chicken and cheese. Sprinkle bread
crumbs on top. Drizzle with melted
butter. Sprinkle with paprika. Cook,
uncovered at 350 degrees for 50 minutes.
Sour Cream Beef Stroganoff
1 ½ lb. ground beef
1 pkg. onion soup mix
3 T flour
1 pkg. noodles
2 T tomato paste
2 ¼ C water
½ C sour cream
Fresh Parsley
In large skillet, stir meat until browned.
Blend in onion soup mix, flour and
tomato paste. Add water. Cover and
simmer for 10 minutes. Stir in sour
cream. Serve on cooked noodles.
Garnish with parsley. 4-6 servings.
.
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Wherever you drive, you’re on the way to a Cat® RV Center
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Dianne Wolfe

The only feeling better than hitting the road in your RV is traveling with peace of mind. That’s exactly what the nationwide
network of Cat RV Centers provides.
While more than 2500 authorized locations can provide RV engine repair, the Cat RV Center network is made up of more
than 103 select dealerships across the country—a number that’s growing every day. This exclusive network of service locations is dedicated to delivering the special attention and professional services RV owners expect and deserve. Specifically,
Cat RV Centers are certified to provide three different levels of service:
• Level One: Engine/Generator Service
• Level Two: Engine/Generator/Chassis Service
• Level Three: Entire Motorcoach Service
Equally as important is the responsive treatment you’ll enjoy. Every Cat RV Center location offers 24/7 emergency assistance, a clean service bay dedicated to motorhomes, technicians trained to repair and service Power Tech generators and
other amenities created just for RV owners.

Joe Hipp

In short, the friendly faces you’ll encounter at every Cat RV Center understand that on the road, your vehicle is your home.
So they make a point of treating it (and you) with courtesy and respect. That includes everything from donning protective
shoe coverings before stepping into your vehicle to making sure everything is at least as clean and orderly after repairs or
service are performed as it was before.
No matter what kind of RV you operate, or what type of engine powers it, you’re welcome at any Cat RV Center. And the
best part is, there’s likely to be one right on your way. To find a location, call toll-free 1-877-777-3126 or visit http:\ \
rv.cat.com. CAT, CATERPILLAR. Their respective logos and “Caterpillar Yellow” are trademarks of Caterpillar used with permission.
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