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Activities Galore at Rally in the Dells
An Overview of What to Expect

The summer DRVC rally in The Dells of Wisconsin is on the 
horizon. The area is known as the Waterpark Capital of the 
World since there are many indoor and outdoor venues. 
During the month of July the area will be experiencing 
the peak of the vacation season and all the attractions and 
shows at The Dells will be open to visitors from across the 
USA. Because there is so much to experience, the sched-
ule for the rally will include not only a free day but also a 
free evening so that attendees may 
enjoy the many attractions from Lake 
Delton to Wisconsin Dells.

Sixty-five people have registered for 
the event which is before the FMCA 
convention in Madison. The rally will 
begin on Sunday afternoon, July 12, 
and close on Friday morning, July 

17. The group photo will be taken on Monday morning. 
Seminars for all participants will be conducted on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday.

With a great variety of things to experience at Rally in 
the Dells, it may be difficult for a person to decide what to 
choose. The paragraphs that follow provide an overview of 
the opportunities.

C A N A D A  D AY
July 1

I N D E P E N D E N C E  D AY
July  4

continued on page 7
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President’s Paragraphs
by Ken Carpenter, President of DRVC

Welcome to this issue of Travelore, 
the official publication of the Diesel 
RV Club. This edition is an electronic 
only version that is distributed via 
email in two formats: PDF that can 
be read using the Adobe reader and 
the other that can be viewed in the 
new Flip Book format. These quar-
terly issues of Travelore are just a 

small part of the value that comes with membership in the 
Diesel RV Club and FMCA. 

We were reminded of the importance of FMCAssist earlier 
this year when one of our member families was involved 
in an accident that totally destroyed their motorhome 
and requiring transport by air and ground ambulances to 
nearby hospitals. FMCAssist took care of the costs associ-
ated with getting them to needed medical care and back to 
their home following release from the hospital. FMCAssist 
is a “free” benefit of your FMCA membership.

If you do not yet have your FMCAssist ID card do the fol-
lowing in the internet browser of your choice.

1. Go http://www.fmca.com and log in to your account 
(if you’ve never created an online account you will 
need to do so).

2. Under the Benefits tab in the navigation bar select 
FMCAssist.

3. Scroll down until you see the wording, FMCAssist 
Emergency Medical Evacuation and Travel Assistance 
Plan, under the two sliding images.

4. Click on “Print FMCAssist member I.D. card” for your 
card to be downloaded to your computer or device for 
printing.

We are looking forward to the Rally in the Dells, to be held 
July 12 – 17 at Country Roads RV & Motorhome Park, 
Lake Delton, WI. Part of the fun of a rally is getting there 
and the Travel Wisconsin app (available for both Android 
and iPhone/iPad) provides visitors and residents with 
an “on-the-go” resource that, when your device’s GPS is 
enabled, will help you find the nearest attractions and 
events.  Additional information can be found by visiting 
www.travelwisconsin.com. Also, there are several technical 
sessions during the Rally, all of which members are free to 

attend without registering for the Rally. While these ses-
sions are available at no charge to all members, we do ask 
that you let us know your plan to attend so we can ensure 
there will be a seat for you.   

For those of you planning to attend FMCA’s 92nd Escape 
to Wisconsin Family Reunion and Motorhome Showcase 
in Madison, Wisconsin July 29, to August 1, 2015, here 
are the times of seminars and meetings related to the 
Chapter: 

Friday, July 31, 2015 – 
 1:30 P.M. 
 Cummins, Seminar 5 

 1:30 P.M. 
 Caterpillar, Seminar 7 

 5:00: P.M. 
 Diesel RV Club Member Meeting, Seminar 4

The Chapter will have a table located at the back of both 
(Caterpillar and Cummins) technical seminars – stop by 
and see us. Also, we hope you will be able to join us at the 
annual business meeting at 5:00 P.M. As usual, pizza will 
be served at the end of the meeting and we’ll adjourn early 
enough so everyone can attend evening entertainment. 

As always, please keep our Valued Partners in mind when 
in its time for motorhome parts, supplies or service as 
the discounts offered provide meaningful savings. They 
appreciate your patronage. As always, for a listing of 
Valued Partners refer to the pages elsewhere in this issue 
of Travelore.

Travel safe,
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continued on next page

Part Two

A Few Words about Coolants for Your Diesel
This article is a completion of one started in the 
previous edition of “Travelore.”

As an owner of a diesel motorhome, there are a few things 
you need to know about the coolant/antifreeze circulat-
ing in your engine block. If you remember nothing else, 
remember this fact: Know what is in the radiator and 
how to service it. Depending on which engine is in your 
motorhome and the specific type of coolant it uses, your 
maintenance requirements may be greater, or even fewer, 
than those for your automobile.

The main purpose of coolant/antifreeze in a typical auto 
engine is well-known. In diesels it not only helps cooling in 
summer and freeze protection in winter but it also serves 
as a carrier for other additives such as corrosion inhibitors 
and anti-foaming agents. In addition, there is a type that 
provides protection against cavitation and cylinder pit-
ting, a big enemy of larger diesel engines.

Two Types of Diesels
Diesel motorhome engines fall into one of two categories. 
Each requires different types of coolants since the coolant 
is designed for the engine.

Smaller diesels, such as the Cummins ISB and the Cat 
C7, are examples of dry-sleeve engines, which are more 
like typical automobile engines. Due to their design, these 
engines are not too susceptible to cylinder wall cavitation, 
so they can use one type of coolant.

Larger diesels, such as the Cummins ISC, ISM, ISL and 
ISX as well as the Cat C9, C11 and C13, all use wet-sleeve 
designs. These wet-cylinder engines allow the sleeve (that 
contains the piston) to come in direct contact with the 
coolant. Wet sleeves allow the engine to transfer more 
heat than dry systems, but because the iron sleeve is in 
direct contact with the coolant, they have some special 
requirements for their coolant/antifreeze.

There are two types that are installed by the chassis manu-
facturers. One can be called heavy duty and the other long 
life or extended life. For sure, they are not the same as the 
coolant used in a car. Be sure, check the manual that came 
with your coach and always use the specified type. The first 
type of coolant is heavy-duty, a fully formulated product 
that requires regular testing and adjustments. The other 

Annual Election Time

Nominating Committee Recommendations
In accordance with the By-laws, Diesel RV Club will hold 
elections for officers at the Member Meeting in Madi-
son, WI this summer. The following positions are up for 
election/re-election this summer: Senior Vice President, 
Treasurer, VP Publishing, and Alternate National Director. 
In addition, three to five members will be elected for the 
2016 Nominating Committee. The Membership Meet-
ing will be held during FMCA’s 92nd Family Reunion and 
Motorhome Showcase, “Escape to Wisconsin,” on Friday, 
July 31, 2015.

At the DRVC Board meeting in Palm Desert, CA last 
March, it was decided that the position of VP Inventory is 
no longer required. Though the Club still has logowear and 
other club items for sale, most sales are being handled via 
online orders. Since no inventory is required the involve-
ment of a Club officer is no longer needed.

The Nominating Committee is placing the following slate 
of candidates forward for the Club’s consideration:

 • Senior Vice President OPEN 
• Treasurer Tim Gerrity 
• VP Publishing Byron Songer 
• Alternate Nat’l Director Tom Treece

Per Robert’s Rules, nominations will be accepted from the 
floor for all of the above positions. Nominations for Club 
members who wish to serve on the Nominating Commit-
tee will only be taken from the floor. Nominating Commit-
tee members serve a one-year term and are responsible for 
recommending a slate of candidates prior to each sum-
mer’s election.

I hope to see all of you at the pre-rally in the Wisconsin 
dells, and again at the FMCA convention in Madison.
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continued on page 12

continued from previous page

common type is known as long life/extended life coolants 
(LLC/ELC). If you are unsure what you have or you don’t 
find it in your owner’s manual, contact your chassis manu-
facturer for more information.

Who Is Using 
What
When a chassis 
manufacturer 
purchases a 
diesel engine 
from the com-
pany, the engines 
are delivered 
without coolant 

so the chassis manufacturer chooses and installs the cool-
ant. Each engine manufacturer publishes its own specifica-
tions, such as Cat’s EC-1, Navistar B1 or Cummins 14603. 
The owner’s manual for your engine will provide more 
details on the exact specifications required for the diesel 
engine installed.

At last check Freightliner was delivering its chassis to 
motor home manufacturers with a product known as Fleet 
Charge (also sold under the Alliance brand name), which 
is a fully formulated coolant that requires testing every six 
months. Spartan, on the other hand, uses Final Charge, 

an ELC coolant 
that does not 
require testing. 
Spartan has used 
this product for 
several years 
because of the 
reduced mainte-
nance require-

ment. In the past, Roadmaster (some Monaco and Holiday 
Rambler) used ELC coolants on its Navistar MaxxForce 
line of diesel engines.

The main advantage of these LLC/ELC coolants is that 
they have a service life of many years and they don’t 
require testing. Examples of LLC/ELC coolants are Peak’s 
Final Charge, Cat ELC, Fleetguard ES Compleat OAT, Zerex 
Extreme Extended Life and Shell Rotella Ultra ELC. If your 
coach uses one of these coolants, the main requirement is 
to ensure that the system is properly filled and checked at 

three-year intervals to determine if an extender should be 
added to restore the additive to full effectiveness.

If you ever need to add makeup coolant, it is important to 
not only add the right type but also to add it at the proper 
dilution. Some products are sold pre-diluted while others 
need to be mixed 50/50 with distilled water in order to 
ensure the proper antifreeze properties are maintained.

If your motorhome uses a conventional coolant (also 
known as a heavy-duty or fully formulated coolant) test-
ing is required in order to determe the correct amount of 
supplement to add to bring the protection level up to spec. 
Freightliner suggests testing every six months. The mix-
ture needs to be tested because it is sacrificial in nature 
and is being used up during the operation of the engine.

Testing is one of those tasks that’s easy to overlook and 
often difficult to accurately conduct. Typically it involves 
a trip to a service center, but an owner can also buy test 

strips, and assuming they 
are used properly and not 
allowed to expire (yes, 
they have a shelf life), an 
individual can check the 
coolant’s condition.

There are two types of test 
strips and additives, so 
use the correct test strip 

depending on which additive the coach is using. Alliance/
Fleet Charge and Detroit Diesel Powercool use nitrates. A 
two-way test strip should be used when testing these cool-
ants. There are three-way test strips that measure freeze 
point, molybdates and nitrates. If the wrong test strip 
is used it could result in incorrect results and improper 
dosing.

If the coach’s additive levels are 
found to be out of spec, it will need 
to be restored with the addition of 
a product such as Fleetguard DCA2 
(DCA4 includes molybdates), Penray 
Pencool or others. Keep in mind that 
it is important to determine what 
products meet the engine and cool-
ant manufacturer’s specifications. 

A Few Words about Coolants for Your Diesel



Page 6  -  DRVC Travelore   

Networking for RVers

Linking Members On the Web and In the Park

A social network for RVers has appeared on the digital 
scene; it is called RVillage. Unlike Facebook or other 
well-known services, RVillage is a different twist on social 
networking. The core idea of RVillage is to provide a simple 
tool for RVers to connect with each other – not just online, 
but right in the RV parks and places where they are cur-
rently staying.

A corporate member of FMCA and an organization spon-
sored by FMCA, it enables RV travelers a way to remain 
connected through smart mapping technology and social 
networking constructs. The Diesel RV Club is a registered 
RVillage group and members are encouraged you to check 
it out.

How it works
When a member logs in, he or she is encouraged to note 
the place where they are staying. The linking of RVers at 
the same physical location is one of the unique features of 
RVillage because users may seek information about other 
Villagers within the same area discovering the things they 
have in common with other RVers right around them 
which is done by viewing the public profiles of other mem-
bers. From there, users may send messages privately and 
securely without revealing an email address.

RVillage isn’t just about making new friends, it also 
features shared mapping tools that lets a member track 
friends across the country and plan future rendezvous 
together. And, members can create both public and private 
groups to keep in touch with people who share interests. 
Everything from smaller special interest groups to larger 
organizations will be able to have a presence on RVillage 
with a central map showing where everyone in the group is 
currently checked in.

More Info
The site is partnered with AllStays and uses its camp-
ground and parks database making it easy to check in and 

have a map depiction of the location of other members. 
A Tutorial is available to help in understanding what is 
possible.  In addition, you can also enter your travel route 
enabling the map to show other members along the way 
(see the images provided below).

To create a free account or learn more about RVillage 
simply go to their website at the following URL. 
 http://www.rvillage.com/

RVillage also has a Facebook page. 
 https://www.facebook.com/RVillageTeam

Map your location at RVillage (above) or see other Villagers 
within a certain area (below).
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continued from page 1

Activities Galore at Rally in the Dells

NORTH
TEXAS
RV

Jon Reller
11399 US Hwy 380 West
Krum, Texas 76249
jon@ntrvrepair.com

(940) 482-0186
Toll Free (888) 399-0973

Fax (940) 482-0187

S A L  E S     A  N D     S  E  R V  I  C E
Roger Crawford
Service
7201 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207
940-387-2878 • 866-724-2378 • Fax 940-220-5788
BestValueRV.com • Roger@BestValueRV.com

For the free day and evening on Wednesday ralliers 
can select to pair up and take a trip to Circus World at 
Baraboo, House on the Rock Spring Green, or a boat cruise 
of the distinctive Upper Dells of the Wisconsin River. At 
night there will be the opportunity to take in the popular 
Tommy Bartlett Water Show, the highly rated Rick Wilcox 
Comedy and Illusion show, or dinner and show at Palace 
Theater across the Interstate in Lake Delton. Regardless of 
what is chosen, no one should be disappointed.

Catering the hot breakfasts will be the locally owned 
Stuff’s Restaurant and Catering of Wisconsin Dells. The 
owners of Country Roads will do the evening catering and 
prepare the meat for the potluck. Please be aware, how-
ever, that members should be prepared to provide their 
own drink and place setting for these meals. This is being 
done to reduce the cost of the rally while still providing 
excellent menu options.

Not to be forgotten are the optional outings for the group. 
One is the $25 Army Ducks Tour of the Lower Dells and 
the other is the $7 trip to the scaled train and museum, 
the Riverside and Great Western.

The Seminars
Of course, there will be seminars, presentations, and craft 
classes at the RV park. The listing of those can be found in 
the following paragraphs as well as on the proposed sched-
ule on pages eight and nine of this newsletter. 

SkyMed representatives will be present to host a wine 
and cheese hour in which they’ll present information on 
SkyMed’s medical evacuation and repatriation service.

Conny Culver will be leading two sessions for ladies in 
which attendees will be guided in making a chain maile 

bracelet and a gemstone necklace (see the images at right). 
Conny has significant experience and is looking forward to 
guiding the craft sessions.

Geoff Matthews, owner of Custom Coach Connection, will 
lead the session Secrets of TV in Your RV to help owners 
understand the possibilities with respect to nomadic TV 
connectivity.

Bret Wolfe, Technical VP, will be presenting his popular 
diesel engine seminars as he’s done for many other rallies. 
Bret will also be around for the roundtable session.

Byron Songer, DRVC’s editor, is planning to provide a 
humor time similar to the Brunswick session and also lead 
a session called “Wireless Connectivity on the Road.”

Dick Lorntson of Precision Alignment  will conduct  a ses-
sion on suspension maintenance and alignment issues and 
be present to provide coach weighing for all four corners as 
a part of the rally fee.

All in all, Rally in the Dells will be another great rally.
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Proposed Schedule of Activities
 Sunday, July 12, 2015

10:00 am – 10:40 am Optional Worship Experience for Early Registrants – Pavilion

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Registration – Pavilion 
Sign–up for Coach Weighing (included in rally fee) and pay for Army Ducks Tour ($25 
per person), and/or R&GN Railroad Excursion ($8.50 per person); prior registration for 
the off-site activities was required.

4:30 pm President’s Welcome and Introduction of First Timers

5:00 pm BYOB Social Hour – Pavilion

6:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
Bring a side item to share for the meal (salad, vegetable or dessert for at least eight) and 
table service; meat and drink will be provided by DRVC.

7:30 pm Group Activity – 1965 Trivia Challenge

Monday, July 13, 2015
8:00 am  – 8:50 am Hot Breakfast – Pavilion – Bring your own coffee, tea, or juice

9:00 am Group Photo, Photo Contest Information (wear a DRVC shirt)

9:30 am – 11:45 pm Diesel Engine Seminar – led by Brett Wolfe 
Ladies Jewelry (bracelet) – led by Conny Culver 
(includes 15 minute break at 10:30 am)

1:30 pm – 2:45 pm Secrets of TV in Your RV – led by Geoff Matthews of Custom Coach Connection

3:00 pm – 4:15 pm Alignment and Suspension Maintenance – led by Dick Lorntson of Precision Alignment

5:00 pm Social Hour with Presentation sponsored by SkyMed – Pavilion 
Sales begin for 50/50 drawing tickets benefitting Wounded Warriors, the DRVC’s desig-
nated charity

6:30 pm Catered Dinner – Pavilion

7:30 pm Announcements 
Humor Time – led by Byron Songer

Tuesday, July 14, 2015
8:00 am  – 8:50 am Hot Breakfast – Pavilion – Bring your own coffee, tea, or juice

9:30 am – 11:45 pm Technical Seminar – led by Brett Wolfe 
Ladies Jewelry (necklace) – led by Conny Culver 
(includes 15 minute break at 10:30 am)

1:30 pm – 4:00 pm Leave on Army Ducks Tour of the Dells 
WWII amphibious vehicle will depart from the campground for a land and river tour of 
the area ($25 per person)

5:00 pm BYOB Social Hour – Pavilion 
Sales continue for 50/50 drawing benefitting Wounded Warriors, the DRVC’s desig-
nated charity

Country Roads Motor Home
& RV Park – Lake Delton
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6:30 pm Catered Dinner – Pavilion

7:30 pm Announcements 
Wireless Connectivity on the Road – led by 
Byron Songer

Wednesday, July 15, 2015
FREE DAY Coach Weighing by Appointment 

Take pictures for the Photo Contest 
Trip suggestions: 
• Circus World Museum in Baraboo, WI 
• House on the Rock in Spring Green, WI 
Tommy Bartlett Water Show, the highly rated 
Rick Willox Comedy and Illusion show, or dinner 
and show at Palace Theater in Lake Delton 
Enjoy entertainment, gaming, and food at Ho–Chunk Casino featuring a buffet, sports 
bar, family restaurant, and a specialty restaurant

Thursday, July 16, 2015
8:00 am – 8:50 am Hot Breakfast – Pavilion – Bring your own coffee, tea, or juice

9:00 am The Apps in My Pocket – led by Byron Songer

10:30 am Roundtable – Owner Upgrades, Maintenance Tips, and Lessons Learned

2:00 pm Optional Excursion to Riverside & Great Northern Railroad and Museum ($8.50 per 
person, please share a ride)

5:00 pm BYOB Social Hour – Pavilion

6:30 pm Catered Dinner – Pavilion

7:30 pm Recognitions, Awards and Prizes 
50/50 Drawing Benefitting (must be present to win) 
Ice Cream Social 
Table Games at the Pavilion

Friday, July 17, 2015
8:00 am – 9:00 am Continental Breakfast – Pavilion

11:00 am Complete checkout from park; may you enjoy safe travels
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There are an amazing number of storage solutions avail-
able for those with tight spaces. Living in our motorhome 
full time, I always have to ask myself, will it fit, how much 
does it weigh, and will I really use it? Whether you need 
space savers for your kitchen or other areas of your living 
space, here are a few of the many items available.

Smart Planet 
(www.smart-
planethome.
com) has a set of 
silicone collaps-
ible food stor-
age containers 
that nest neatly 
in each other 
taking up very 

little space. I acquired a set as a Mother’s Day gift from 
my daughter. As with many products, there are different 
grades and weights to chose from. Some silicone pieces are 
heavy duty, almost like a soft plastic. The particular set I 
received is a light-weight silicone. When not collapsed, the 
containers have a soft bottom, so one has to carry them by 

the edge where the lids attach, but surprisingly, they stack 
pretty well when unfolded.

Progressive (progressiveintl.com), makers of Prepworks 
products, also offers quite a few varieties of storage bowls 
in either, square, rectangular, or round shapes. I prefer the 
square or rectangle shapes as they fit in the drawers and 
cabinets easier.

A few of my favorites are a collapsible dish pan by Prep-
works, the 5-quart mixing bowl and colander by Squish, 
and the produce keeper by Prepworks. These are all items 
that are rather large when not collapsed and cumbersome 

to carry and pack. The collapsible products make carrying 
these items convenient. The colander fits into the col-
lapsed dish pan, making them easy to access.

There are many other items such as measuring cups, 
strainers, salad spinners, and cake carrying containers. I 

know a lot of 
these items 
are so cum-
bersome and 
not used on a 
regular basis, 
so the collaps-
ible versions 

make it easy to have them along for occasional use without 
taking up a lot of space and weight.

A couple of items I came across that I have not used are 
collapsible water bottles or wine bottles that can be rolled 
up and packed in between things. Tovolo has a microwave 
plate cover that collapses to 1 inch and can be used either 
collapsed or open to cover plates in the microwave and 
prevent splatters. I have the old plastic version and would 
love to replace it 
with this new col-
lapsible version 
since it makes for 
easier storage.

If you are look-
ing for storage 
solutions in other 
areas of your 
motor home, 
there are a variety of collapsible boxes and storage con-
tainers that could be used in cabinet storage throughout 
the motorhome or underneath in the storage bays. They 
are available from a variety of sources including Camping 
World, Target, Kohl’s, and Bed, Bath and Beyond or online 
from Amazon sellers.

Martha Songer

Pictured clockwise from the top left are: Prepworks collapsible 
storage set, Squish collapsible bowls, Tovolo collapsible micro-
wave plate cover, and Prepworks  collapsible dish pan.

Collapsible Storage Containers

Making Space in the Motorhome Kitchen
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A Brief Overview 

FMCAssist; More than Meets the Eye
One of the “oft overlooked” benefits FMCA membership 
is the FMCAssist program. The emergency evacuation/
repatriation and emergency medical reunion benefit is an 
association-paid member benefit with no sign-up required. 
All that is required is that you be a member in good stand-
ing of Family Motor Coach Association.

FMCAssist is included as a portion of the annual dues for 
all full members, life members, and family associate mem-
bers. Unlike Good Sam, only FMCA offers such a valuable 
benefit to its membership at no additional charge. How-
ever, for a member to print their FMCAssist member I.D. 
card one must be signed-in to the FMCA web site.

Highlights of FMCAssist include:
• Emergency evacuation/repatriation
• Emergency medical reunion
• Return of mortal remains
• Return of dependents
• RV/vehicle return (limited to North America)
• Pet return.

FMCAssist coverage is available to members worldwide as 
long as the member is more than 100 miles from home. 
Travel can be in a motorhome, car, plane, ship, or motorcy-
cle to be eligible for this benefit. Full-time RVers, however,  
are always considered 100 miles from home. Some exclu-
sions and limitation amounts pertain to this benefit. As 
long as you continue to keep your FMCA dues current, and 
as long as FMCA continues to provide this program as a 
benefit, you will be covered.

FMCAssist coverage is provided by Seven Corners and is 
underwritten by Lloyd’s of London. Though not an exhaus-
tive presentation, a succinct listing of benefits follows.

Schedule of Benefits

1. Emergency medical evacuation/repatriation – The 
maximum amount of this benefit is $500,000.

2. Emergency medical reunion – The maximum amount 
of this benefit is $50,000.

3. Return of mortal remains - The maximum amount of 
this benefit is $50,000.

4. Return of dependents - The maximum amount of this 
benefit is $50,000.

5. Vehicle return (limited to trips in North America only) 
including any vehicle that is legally hitched at the time 
of the covered incident; some restrictions apply – The 
maximum amount of this benefit is $5,000.

6. Pet return – The maximum amount of this benefit is 
$1,000.

7. Prescription medication and glasses replacement– The 
maximum amount of this benefit is $500.

8. Medical, dental, and pharmacy referral and case moni-
toring

9. Trip delay and missed connection coordination

10. Hotel and flight rebookings

11. Luggage delay, lost baggage, and stolen or damaged 
baggage delay coordination

12. Emergency return travel arrangements

13. Lost travel documents retrieval or duplication

14. Currency conversion assistance

15. Interpretation and translation services

16. Urgent message relay

17. Emergency cash advance

18. Legal referrals/bond assistance

19. Travel intelligence services

20. Concierge services

As noted previously, FMCA family members are automati-
cally enrolled in this program. To arrange for FMCAssist 
services, call (877) 202-4176 or (317) 582-2619 (collect 
from Mexico).
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benefit of longer water pump and seal life because they 
don’t contain silicates that can be abrasive. Some older 
engines, however, may not be compatible with ELC cool-
ants because of gasket or seal incompatibility. It is critical 
that you, the owner, check with the engine manufacturer 
to ensure making the right choice.

Although testing and maintaining additive levels is not 
the worst thing in the life of a motorhome owner, it does 
require a conscious effort leaving an owner to think: “Why 
bother with it if I don’t have to?” That is a good question 
but only one that the owner can answer.

The wise owner will check on the requirement for the 
diesel generator (if so equipped) and look into using the 
same product. Doing so can eliminate the need to keep 
track of two, different products for coolants.

For the owner that doesn’t mind twice-a-year testing and 
additive supplementing, fully formulated/heavy-duty 
coolants will also serve the engine well as they do many 
long-haul trucks on the road today.

By taking care of the diesel engines riding on the chassis, 
an owner will experience a lifetime of reliable service.

Forum.DieselRVClub.org

DIESEL
ENGINE

OTHER

AIR &
COOLING

Forum.DieselRVClub.org

Connect with us on the web at www.dieselrvclub.org

continued from page 5
A Few Words about Coolants for Your Diesel

Every motorhome starts it’s life as a chassis. Though there are 
dozens of coach builders there is less than a handful of chas-
sis manufacturers. The chassis company assembles the basic 
frame then adds the wheels and tires, transmission, electric 
harness, other components, and engine before shipment to the 
motorhome plant. At the plant engine coolant is added.

Additives can be purchased at most large chassis service 
centers as well as most truck stops.

If you have been enjoying your motorhome for years and 
have not given a thought to your engine’s coolant, then, 
by all means, check with the chassis or engine manufac-
turer and find out what type of coolant the engine came 
with from the factory. If, however, you have been getting 
the chassis serviced at regular intervals there is a good 
chance the coolant has been checked and supplemented in 
a proper manner.

If you have an engine that is pre-filled with a coolant that 
requires monitoring and you desire to eliminate one more 
complication in your life, consider converting to an ELC 
coolant. Depending on the situation this may involve a 
complete coolant system drain and flush, which can be 
expensive, but it eliminates the need for future testing. 
There are also conversion chemicals available such as Final 
Charge Converter that may be suitable for use. This is a 
very important procedure and one that’s best left to the 
experts at your preferred chassis service center.

Not only do they require less maintenance, but many 
ELCs also offer better heat transfer capacity when com-
pared with typical coolants. ELC coolants also offer the 

Your online place for diesel 
engine questions and answers
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train 

repair. They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel 
engines. Every coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, 
turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided 
at their location in Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.
Phone: (903) 881-9765

Alfateers Service Centers — 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and 
models of motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every 
qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. 
Fontana, CA.
www.alfateersrvservice.com

Precision Frame & Alignment — Elk River, MN, an industry leader in RV suspension, alignment and tire business, is 
offering 10% off of labor and 10% off of parts related to suspension and brakes (and other repairs, as 
needed), and $25 per tire discount on Bridgestone RV Tires as well as other brands.
http://www.precisionframe.com/

Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is 
offering a 10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at 
I-10 & Exit 264 (Palo Verde). 
www.PremierMCS.com

Pro Custom, Inc — Paint and RV Specialists; 10% discount on their wide range of RV services including custom, full-
body paint, insurance and warranty work, complete interior renovations, collision repairs, MCD 
shades, and more. Just show your Diesel RV Club membership card to receive the discount on parts 
and labor. Pro Custom is located at 29079 County Road 20, Elkhart, IN. Phone (574) 217-0399.
www.procustominc.com

RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They 
provide high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net

RV Parts & Supplies
Coach Supply Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies 

to all products listed on website.
www.CoachSupplyDirect.com

Fire & Life Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and sup-
plies.
macthefireguy.com

MCD Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual 
and power shades.
www.mcdinnovations.com

O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts 
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing 
an O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.

continued on next page
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RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on ser-
vice with a maximum of $75 per appointment. They have crews at FMCA 
Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US and 
Canada.
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html

Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with loca-

tions in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com

Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service 
centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com

MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations

Mustang Caterpillar  – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount 
you must show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take 
advantage of the 10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout 
Southeast Texas.

Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations 
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map

Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — Owners of an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes sense to be a club 

member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline products. The 
discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance
www.cumminspowerclub.com

Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to 

owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com

Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona 
offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com

Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com

Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to 
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com

Valued Partner List

continued on next page
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Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of 
Westminster, Colorado offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter plat-
form makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com

Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com

Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and 
service.
www.orlandofreightliner.com

Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at 
its New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com 

Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale, 
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com

Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa loca-
tion.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm

Other Types of Services
Mobileye INC — Mobileye is offering Diesel RV Club members 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its 

Collision Avoidance System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the 
Members Only section of our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s 
website or product information.
www.mobileye.com/us

Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable 
treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

RV Golf Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf 
courses and RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the 
Diesel RV Club website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% refer-
ral fee for each membership.)
www.RVGolfClub.com

SkyMed — SkyMed picks up where other travel plans leave off providing air ambulance membership services, medical 
air evacuation, emergency travel services, travel insurance, and personal concierge services without 
co-pays, deductibles, or claim forms. As a member of DRVC, you receive an exclusive club discount 
from SkyMed’s menu of policies and options. 
www.skymed.com

Valued Partner List

end of listing

on the web at www.dieselrvclub.org and forum.dieselrvclub.org
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(888) 777-6778
Info@RVGlassExperts.com

Nationwide Mobile
RV Windshield Installation

NationwideWarranty

RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile 
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call, 
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified 
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations 
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care 
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to. 
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our 
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

Expert windshield replacement…

…anywhere your travels take you.

INSURANCE SERVICESINSURANCE SERVICES

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of a�ordable 
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.

Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .

You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv


