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Official publication of the Diesel RV Club

Summer 2018 Rally

Rocky Mountain Rally in Colorado

Forty of the registrants for the DRVC rally in Loveland posed for this photo captured on thr first full day of the Rocky Mountain
Rally. The rally, conducted July 8-13 at Riverview RV Park, preceded the summer FMCA event in Gillette, Wyoming. In all, 47
people in 27 coaches were registered for the rally with seven individuals making it their first DRVC rally.

Diesel RV Club Website

Editing Your Member Information
by Ken Carpenter, Treasurer and FMCA Delegate
All members of Diesel RV Club have access to a wealth of
important information about the Club as well as to their
own personal membership information maintained in a
secure area on the website. Information for the eyes of
members only is located on the Member Only page. To get
to this area, a login with a valid credential and a password

is required. Once there, members will also find other information in an individual Profile record.

Member Only Pages
What is so special about this set of web pages? What use
is it to me, personally? These are questions you’ll find
continued on page 12
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The Officer’s Corner
Rod Kenly, President
As I sit here, Labor Day is just happening. The summer
season is winding down, and before you know it, Thanksgiving will be here (just thought I would throw that in). It
is still 100 degrees on the thermometer locally, and some
of the fires here in California are finally under control –
now – if the smoke from the fires would go away, it would
be much better.

quite a large 100th rally next summer – watch for further
information.
Last comment and hint – have you changed the anode on
your water heater lately?

As I stated in the last Travelore, the 100 days of summer
starts on Memorial day, and finishes up on Labor Day.
Our summer vacation loop took us from California, down
to Texas, up to Colorado, into Wyoming, then Montana,
and finally back down to California – something like 5,000
miles of motor homing.
Part of the swing into Colorado was for our Diesel RV Club
rally in Loveland, Colorado. Our RV resort was outside
of Loveland on the way to Estes Park along side the Big
Thompson River. Our RV was backed into a spot right on
the river.
We had a great rally which included some good food and
good friends. Our local charity was “Hearts and Horses”,
which we visited. We ended up donating a nice amount to
them. We also had one night out at a dinner show with a
show and dinner for DRVC only. Now, that was quite nice
as well.
After the rally, it was off to Gillette, Wyoming for the
summer International FMCA rally. As usual, a lot of information in seminars was shared, etc. Of course, there were
new motorhomes to walk through.

I consider the anode rod to be a sacrificial “stick” that
helps greatly in keeping the water tank from rusting. It
is recommended that you inspect/change annually – and
then clean out your tank while you are at it. It will also
allow the water to heat more efficiently.
See you down the road —

Rod

The International FMCA rally will be held in Perry, GA
(March 13-16). The Diesel RV Club rally will precede it at
the KOA in Americus, Georgia. Our new VP Rally Coordinator, Lou Ann Alvarez, is doing a great job of planning
this rally. The dates are March 3-8, 2019. Look for further
information here in the Travelore. Please contact Lou Ann
if you would like to help on this or future rallies.
It should be noted that the Perry FMCA rally will be the
99th FMCA rally. I believe that FMCA is planning for

Your online diesel
technician available only
at the club’s forum

Now that the summer is winding down, we are marching
forward with the planning of the spring and summer rallies for 2019.
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A wise thing to do

The Importance of Fluid Analysis
by Byron Songer, VP Publications

What is one of the routine things you have done when
you go to a medical appointment? Of course, you get your
blood checked. In fact, some of us on certain medications
may have our blood drawn and analyzed on a regular
basis. The reason is simple: Issues in the rest of the body
may first be discovered through a complete analysis of the
blood.
The same can be true of the RV
engine. An analysis of the fluids from
the crankcase and transmission as
well as the cooling system can be used
in determining the cause of other
issues. It provides a good “health
check” of the engine. And, the same
can be done for the generator, which
also depends on cooling and lubricating fluids to operate efficiently and
effectively.

a transmission, a differential or a cooling system, the
important thing to keep in mind is that knowing the
state of the oil, the coolant, and the equipment facilitates
provides flexibility in planning the best maintenance cycle
while keeping wear to a minimum and even preventing
failures. An analysis can often catch problems at an early
stage avoiding big, more expensive,
problems.

One way to understand some causes
of symptoms in the body is through
the analysis of the body fluids. It is
the same way with a vehicle, the only
way to have a clear idea of what is
going on is through a sampling of the
fluids. Sometimes, without oil and
Image courtesy of Blackstone Labs
coolant analysis, you don’t even know
you have minor problems, let alone
major problems that may result in complete failure and
equipment breakdown at the worst possible time.
In fact, a fluid analysis of your vehicles, not just the RV,
can provide the following:
• Save a possible large outlay of money by detecting
problems that could result in a breakdown and an
expensive tow cost.
• Reveals to you and your technician what parts may
need attention and, thus, making maintenance more
effective.
• Helps in knowing if you can safely extend your oil
change intervals (some diesel owners can run up to
20,000 miles between engine oil changes).
• Offers “peace of mind” knowing your RV and tow
stay as reliable and free of problems as possible.
Follow me in taking a closer look at these four benefits.

Save Money
Conducting oil and coolant analysis on a regular basis
leads to minimized downtime and possible loss traveling
valuable time. Oil and coolant analysis can be used to diagnose problems and determine when attention is needed.
It can also determine the remaining useful life of the oil
or coolant and tell you how the equipment is responding to internal changes over time. Such a procedure gives
the owner a “look” into the equipment and determines
the overall health of the engine. Whether it’s an engine,

Extend the Useful Life
Many things, including contamination and thermal breakdown, affect oil and coolants. Oil and coolant analysis can
help you gain the data needed to extend frequency-ofchange intervals. Keep in mind that simply draining oil
of changing coolant without sampling and analysis, you
are throwing away valuable information. The information
gained can be used to optimize PM (preventive maintenance) schedules.
This process also has the effect of stopping wear before
it results in equipment failure. Equipment life is a function of wear rate on the individual components (gears,
bearings, bushings, seal rings, etc.) used in the engine,
transmission, differential, or cooling system. If oil and
coolants deteriorate, or if they have an excessive amount
of contaminants, then abrasive or chemical wear can
become a real issue. Only a complete analysis allows you to
determine the condition and the number of contaminants
circulating through the oil and coolant.

Increase Resale Value
This is something you may not have thought about.
Imagine buying a used motorhome. Then, imagine your
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
relief when the seller offers to show you the history of
the coolant and oil analysis as well as other maintenance
records. Wouldn’t you feel better if the seller could show
you a clean and wear-free history? Or, imagine you plan to
sell your RV down the road; you might want to consider oil
and coolant analysis records as part of the selling points.
Such can help reduce the buyer’s overall risk of future
problems because you’ve
kept up the maintenance
and you have oil and coolant analysis data to prove
it. It can help to “seal the
deal”.
Further, an analysis of
the fluids in your vehicle
should include the
number of contaminants
in the system and how
much wear is taking place
at a given time. Knowing
these things and reacting to them through
preventive and predictive
maintenance can greatly
reduce overall risk while
maximizing uptime and
improving equipment life.
Though you may not own
a fleet of vehicles, your
fleet of one, especially
if you are a full-time RV
owner, is important and
deserving of care.

Leading Causes
The diesel engine is the
most expensive component in our coaches. A
replacement engine will
cost approximately $20,000, so it only makes sense to
take care of the one you have. A good analysis can identify
insidious problems that, if left too long, could drastically
shorten your engine’s life.
According to Blackstone Labs, the most frequent cause of
diesel engine failure is probably antifreeze. In fact, their
website refers to engine coolant as “the killer extraor-

dinaire.” They note that there are several ways coolant
can get into the oil — head seals, pin holes in wet liners,
injector cups on some types of engines, and the oil cooler.
By the time discolored oil is seen, the problem may have
progressed beyond a point of making an economical
repair. Fuel dilution problems run a close second when it
comes to causing abnormal wear and expensive repairs.
Bad injectors and fuel
pumps can dump serious levels of fuel into the
oil sump. This, in turn,
affects the oil’s ability to
function properly. Left
undetected, a fuel system
problem can cause catastrophic engine failure.
These are just a few of the
problems faced by diesel
engine owners. Preventive maintenance and
regular analysis of engine
fluids can help you avoid
costly repairs.
Sample Reports
This probably leads to
this question: What’s
in a fluids analysis? The
answer lies in how much
information you want.
In other words, what is
being tested and at what
level of detail? And, as
with everything else, the
more you want the more
it will cost.
In conducting research
on the subject, I came
across two companies
that I would highly recommend. One I had heard of when
I got my first motorhome; a classic GMC powered by the
Oldsmobile 403. (Yes, it was gas-powered with frontwheel-drive.) That company was Blackstone Labs who
became the preferred facility for oil analysis by members
of the various GMC Motorhome clubs. The other company
is JG Lubricants Service, a company that got its start in
continued on page 13
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Part 4

Water Processing in the Motorhome
by Rod B. Kenly, President
This is the fourth of several articles concerning the processing of water in our RVs. I will have facts, and my
opinion on what should be done. Your opinions may be
different than mine, but I will try to present the data as
well as I can.
In the previous three articles, this article, and a one more
articles, I have or will discuss the following subjects:
• Water Input
• Water Filtering
• Water Softening
• Water Conditioning
I hope that you will find at least some of the information
that I provide to be useful as well as a starting point for
you to learn even more. Now let’s get started.
In the first three articles, I covered getting water from a
city source or RV park to the motorhome flowing through
filters to clean the water and improve the taste. If you
remember from article three, my recommendation was
that two, 10-inch cartridges (and housing) be used. The
first was a sediment filter with a 1-micron capability and
the second was a carbon block filter with 0.5-micron capability.
In this article, I’m going to discuss
softening the water. The definition of
hard water is the amount of dissolved
calcium and magnesium in the water.
You know if you have hard water if
you use soap and it doesn’t lather
much, or you feel like there is residue left on your hands. When using
hard water, more soap or detergent is
needed to get things clean – whether
it is your hands, hair, or laundry.
But more importantly, when hard
water is heated (such as in a water
heater), solid deposits of calcium
carbonate can form. This scale can
reduce the life your equipment, lower
efficiency of your water heater, and
clog pipes. A lot of people notice it

when they have to run vinegar (an acid) through their
coffee maker to clean it.
Water hardness varies
throughout the country. If
you live on the east or west
coast, you have mainly soft
water. But if you live in
the west or middle of the
country, you have hard or
very hard water. Water that
is between 0-60 mg/L is
considered soft, everything
else is moderate, hard, or
very hard.

Scale builg-up in a pipe
caused by hard water.

Water softening reduces the concentration of calcium,
magnesium, and other metal cations in hard water.
Switching from hard to soft water helps avoid scale
buildup, increases the life of appliances, prevents rust
stains, improves taste/odor, helps with rough or dry skin,
and increases lathering of soaps. The benefit of softening
water, especially if you are in one of the red or white areas
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
shown in the map (below), will be observed in many ways.
And, if you travel in any of the areas listed above, having a
water softener available will provide a satisfying reward.
I use a salt-based water softener. There are several types,
but the salt-based types have been around the longest;
and, they just work.
A salt-based water softener uses “ion exchange” to remove
the hardness. A bed exists in the softener of small granules or beads which are charged with sodium (salt) ions.
As the hard water passes through the bed, the calcium and
magnesium, which cause water hardness, are attracted to
the softening material. This ion exchange process occurs
billions of times during the softening process. Eventually,
so much hardness accumulates that the initial supply of
sodium is depleted and the bed of softening is exhausted.
When this occurs, regeneration is necessary.
To regenerate the softener for further service, rock salt
or table salt is flushed through the bed. This drives out
the accumulated hardness replacing it with sodium. The
regeneration cycle can be repeated indefinitely over many
years of service. (It should be noted, that the ion exchange
is with calcium and magnesium. If those elements don’t
exist in the incoming water, then sodium is not added to
the water (or a very small amount). Regardless, this has
little, if any, effect on the taste of the water.
Some people think that softeners are an inconvenience
so people don’t use them or look for alternatives. Some
people try to compare the portable water softener with
their home unit thinking that the larger capacity will do
them well.
I believe the RV unit is the easiest to use. I don’t even
use the test strips to see if I need to recharge my system.
I have been using a water softener long enough, that I
just go by a rule of thumb – every eight tanks of water, I
recharge the unit. When I do, it takes all of 20 minutes,
and 6 lbs (4 boxes) of non-iodized table salt. It couldn’t be
easier.
The reason for every eight tanks of water is another rule of
thumb, my unit will soften up to 800 gallons of vvery hard
water. Since my coach has a 100-gallon capacity, it equals
eight tanks of water or so. If the water is only moderately hard, the same portable unit will soften up to 2,000
gallons of water. This means I could go longer between

regeneration procedures. But, for the price of $3.00 worth
of salt (or less), it’s not worth the hassle of keeping the
test sticks around.
Since I always soften my water, I have the water coming
from the source going into my sediment filter and then to
the water softener. Next, the incoming water goes through
the carbon filter to sweeten the water. Finally, it goes into
the RV fresh water tank.
If you haven’t noticed, my water always goes to the tanks. I
don’t run straight from the city water system all the time.
Thanks to a good water pump, the water pressure in my
coach is good and I don’t worry about city water issues or
campground water being temporarily suspended because
of a issue. I can easily go for seven days on a tank of water
unless running the clothes washer.
I’m going to end this article here. That will leave the final
installment of this series to the next article in which I will
speak to other types of water “conditioners”.
Portable water softening products come in a variety of
sizes and prices. The “On The Go” standard model (shown
here), is 6 ¾ inches in diameter and 22 inches tall. It is
rated at 8000 grains. It is recharged using plain table salt
through a large opening for easy maintenance and minimal
storage of regeneration material. It
comes with adapters
for easy backwash
and convenient shutoff. It is fitted with
hose connections for
easy hookup to campground pedestals.
See https://www.
rvwaterfilterstore.
com/E4011.
htm for more
information.
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From the Rocky Mountain Rally

July 2018 BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
LOVELAND, CO
The annual business meeting of the Diesel RV Club was
called to order by Acting President, Rod Kenly, at 11:00
a.m. An invocation was given by Coleen Elkins followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance led by Rod Kenly.
Introductions of Chapter Officers present:
Rod Kenly, Sr. Vice President/Acting President and
Ken Carpenter, Treasurer/National Director.
First Time Attendees (14) were welcomed and recognized.
It was announced that this is the Chapter’s 14th year of
operation. No charter members were in attendance.
The central purpose of the annual business meeting was to
modify Club Bylaws and Standing Rules, add the Office of
Assistant Treasurer, elect officers for those terms expiring
this year, and to elect a Nominating Committee for 2018 –
2019. The Bylaws require that a minimum of 15 members
be in attendance, either online or in person, to conduct
business. There were a total of 74 online votes, plus 8
family member units in attendance that had not voted
online. The total was 82 and sufficient to pass the quorum
requirement.

OLD BUSINESS
The minutes of the July 2017 Business Meeting in
Bremen, IN (printed in the club newsletter and posted at
the meeting for review) were approved.
Treasurer’s Report:
The club’s Financial Statement for the year ending December 31, 2017 was reviewed by the Audit Committee (Mike
Alston (Chairman), Tim Gerrity, Brenda Alston, and Dave
Cobb and found to be in accordance with auditing standards.
The report for 2017 was available for review in the back of
the room and included the following highlights.
• Current Bank Balance reflecting all operating and
rally funds total: $60,855; compared to $61,891 as of
December 31, 2017.
• The Board of Directors have reviewed the audit
report and approved the financial statements of the
Chapter for the year ending December 31, 2017.

VP Rally Coordinator Report:
Appreciation was expressed to those present for the Rocky
Mountain Rally with 47 attendees in 27 coaches.
The March 2018 “Flamingos and Beaches Rally” in Jacksonville, FL was reported on in the spring issue of Travelore. 41 attendees had a great time. Three couples were
first timers, two couples had attended 7 rallies in 5 years.
2019 Upcoming Rallies – With the recent change by FMCA
back to Perry, GA, a Spring rally site is yet to be determined. Several sites are under consideration near Gainesville, FL and Savannah, GA. One person has volunteered to
be a Rally Master, but we will still need a Co-Rally Master.
The summer 2019 FMCA rally will be in Minot, ND. The
Diesel Club rally site is yet to be determined. Rally Masters
and Co-Rally Masters are being recruited. An incentive to
serve in one of these positions is that Rally Hosts rally fee
is paid by the club.
Our gratitude and thanks go out to all our Rally Masters
for being great ambassadors for the Diesel RV Club.

Membership Report:
Current membership is 370 of which 302 are active and 43
have overdue renewals, down from last year when there
were 472 members. We have gained 38 new members
since July last year, compared to 98 new members for the
prior year. One third from current member referrals – our
most important recruiting tool. The decline has resulted
from various factors, such as: a) FMCA no longer providing contact information to support the first-year free
year program; b) members “aging out” and selling their
coaches; c) having not held Caterpillar Technical Sessions
or Pizza and Wine Meet and Greet recruiting activity; and
d) not holding rallies close enough or timed right for members still working.
• The club maintains two Facebook pages with a total
of 403 likes and 598 followers on Twitter, with an
additional 171 RVillage members.
• New approach to 1st Year Free Program: First year
free and open to all FMCA Members. FMCA membership date must be within six months of application.
• Regular and Forum Plus Memberships: There are
continued on page 11
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March 3 - 8, 2019
1619 U.S. Highway 280
Americus, Georgia

Plan now to attend DRVC’s spring
rally at the Americus KOA on the
grounds of Brickyard Plantation
Country Club. Americus is the
home of Habitat for Humanity’s
international headquarters, the
famous Windsor Hotel (built in
1892), The Fuller Center for Housing international headquarters,
and The Rosalynn Carter Institute
for Caregiving. Southwest Georgia is filled with antebellum home
elegance and small town culture
amid the peanut fields and pine

forests that grace the area. Americus is a short drive from Jimmy
Carter’s hometown of Plains.
Enjoy five nights of camping with
full hookup, three hot breakfasts,
three catered dinners, one potluck dinner, and one continental
breakfast. As always, there will
be technical seminars, craft sessions, group activities, contests,
games, and lifestyle presentations
in addition to the popular owner
roundtable.
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DRVC’s Rally at the Brickyard • March 3-9, 2019
Americus KOA • Americus, Georgia
Please print or type the appropriate information in the spaces below.
Determine your rally fee, complete the form, then send it with the correct payment due prior to February 1, 2019.
Pilot:

Last Name _ _____________________________

First Name _ _____________________________

Co-pilot:

Last Name _ _____________________________

First Name _ _____________________________

FMCA #: ___________________

Email: _ ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _ _____________________________

State/Prov: _________________

Primary Phone: _ ____________________

Mobile Phone: _____________________

Emergency Contact: ____________________________________
Coach Make: _________________________

Postal Code: _ _______________

Phone: _______________________

Model: ____________________

Length: ____________________

Handicap Considerations:

Yes __________

No __________

Currently DRVC Member:

Yes __________

No __________

First Timer:

Yes __________

No __________

Dietary Issues/Sensitivities:

Yes __________

No __________

Traveling with Pets:

Yes __________

No __________

Will you have a guest(s) attending and staying in your coach? If so, please provide their name(s) and ages.
Guest of Member Information: _______________________________________________________________________

RALLY FEES FOR MEMBERS:
Registration Type		
Full Rally (Two in coach)
Full Rally (One person)
Each Additional Guest

• Rally Fee •
$ 375.00
$ 275.00
$ 100.00

RALLY FEES FOR NON-MEMBERS:*
* Please add $25 to above prices. Visitors attending in own motorhome
are welcome to participate but subject to a $25 surcharge; limited to
one rally. Charge applied to membership fee upon joining.
TOTAL RALLY FEES
Total Fee Paid
Make checks payable and mail form to:

$ _________ . ___
FMCA Diesel RV Club
3916 N Potsdam Ave, PMB#1107
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

REFUND POLICY:
Registrant must notify Treasurer at least 14 days prior to start of rally to
receive full refund. Notice provided later will be dependent on advance fees
paid to vendors.

Questions or clarifications?
Send an email to:
treasurer@dieselrvclub.org
Arriving early or staying late? Please
contact:
Americus KOA
1619 U.S. Highway 280
Americus, GA 31709
229-874-1234
koa.com/campgrounds/americus/
For the latest information, please
visit www.dieselrvclub.org
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continued from page 8

July 2018 Business Meeting Minutes
43 Regular and five Forum Plus “Renewal Overdue”
status (1 day to 6 months beyond renewal date),
compared to 50 Regular and four Forum Plus at this
time last year.
• Technical Forum – Our Technical Forum has 3,475
members, over 19,000 posts and now features a new
“Ask Dave” Board with advice from David Atherton
for common diesel engine problems. Many members
have already been saved thousands of dollars thanks
to his insights and guidance. Thank you, Dave Atherton! So far, as of June 8, the Forum has had 735,633
views, compared to 815,000 for all of 2017.

NEW BUSINESS
VP Technical Service Recognition – Brett Wolfe, a
Charter Member, Past President and VP Technical for the
past several years decided to work on personal bucket list
items and not run for another term as VP Technical. He
continues to moderate our Technical Forum and to serve
as Chair of FMCA’s Technical Committee, as well as Chief
Moderator of the FMCA Forum. In recognition of his great
personal contributions and dedication to the growth and
wellbeing of our Chapter, the Board of Directors put forth
a motion to grant a Lifetime Diesel RV Club membership
to Brett and Diane Wolfe. Motion passed unanimously.
Approval of Amendments to the Chapter Bylaws to add
the officer position of Assistant Treasurer. Details of this
new position were published in the spring issue of Travelore. 82 votes were cast with 79 in favor and 3 opposed.
The Bylaw amendment was approved.
Approval of Amendments to Chapter Standing Rules
to add the officer position of Assistant Treasurer. Voting
was held with 82 votes cast; 79 in favor and 3 opposed,
Amendment to the Chapter Standing Rules approved.
Election of Officers – Our Chapter elects one half of its
officers each year. This year the offices were up for election
included: President, Secretary, National Director, Alternate National Director and Assistant Treasurer. The term
for these offices, except for the Alternate National Director, is two years ending with the summer business meeting
in 2020. The Alternate National Director is serving out a
one-year term. With the election taking place at the meeting and online, motion was made and passed to accept the
entire slate of candidates as a group. Motion approved by

a unanimous voice vote. As a result, the following candidates were elected
President – Rod Kenly
Secretary – Judith N. Jackson
National Director – Ken Carpenter
Alternate National Director – Tim Gerrity
Assistant Treasurer – Dave Cobb
Since the Board of Directors was not successful in identifying candidates for VP Rally Coordinator, nominations were
requested from the floor. Lou Ann Alvarez’s name was
placed in nomination. There being no other candidates,
nominations closed, and vote was called. A total of 55
online voters granted their proxy and these were counted
with a unanimous vote of those in attendance. Lou Ann
Alvarez was elected unanimously as VP Rally Coordinator.
Election of a Nominating Committee to serve 2018 –
2019. Candidates to be identified to serve for terms starting in 2019 include: Senior Vice President, VP Publishing,
Treasurer, and Alternate National Director. Three to five
Nominating Committee members were to be elected.
Election of an individual to the Nominating Committee
shall not prohibit that person or any other member in
good standing from being nominated from the floor. The
Committee shall nominate candidates for election by the
general membership to fill officer vacancies.
• Two members expressed interest in serving when
they cast their online ballots. These candidates are:
Jerry Elkins and Dale Brouillette.
• There were three nominations from the floor: Emily
Brouillette, Coleen Elkins, and Susan Gerrity.
With no more nominations, a motion was made to close
nominations. Motion made and seconded. Motion passed
unanimously to close nominations. Motion also made to
approve the candidates as a single slate for all positions.
Motion made and passed unanimously. The following candidates for the Nominating Committee were elected: Jerry
Elkins, Coleen Elkins, Dale Brouillete, Emily Brouillete,
and Susan Gerrity.

President’s Report
Rod Kenly: All our officers have served your Chapter well
and it is my hope you will join me in recognizing them.
continued on page 14
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continued from page 1

Editing Your Member Information

answered in the balance of this article as well as information on how to edit your customized data. Do keep in
mind that only registered members have access to the
Member Directory, Chapter Governance, and Logo Merchandise pages.
• Member Directory page displays everyone who
has an active membership and including the ability to search for members in your area. Note: Only
the information you authorize will be displayed. The
Directory only shows names, engine model, city,
state and profile picture – you can opt out of displaying any or all of this information.
• Chapter Governance displays the minutes and
financial statements from all Chapter Business Meetings, copies of current Bylaws and Standing Rules
and a write up on how your Chapter is managed.
• Chapter Merchandise links to our Shopping Cart
where you can purchase Chapter logo merchandise,
name badges and the like.

Member Profile
Each member’s profile record contains contact information, emergency contact particulars, and details about
the member’s RV. All of this data may be, and we encourage members to do so, updated whenever addresses,
phone numbers, or RV information changes. Members
can change everything but the primary member’s email
address since this address is used as your member account
ID is key to other related details. You must notify the Treasurer if there is a change in the primary member’s email
address so that the change can be handled properly in
accordance with relational data management procedures
and policies.

To access your personal profile, you
must first log in with your credential
(email account on record) and your private password.
This will bring up the authentication mechanism whereby
you must enter your email account and password. As with
other standard procedures, there is a method available to
deal with a forgotten password. Optionally, clicking on
“Remember me” will set a mechanism in place to remember you based on the device you are using at the time of
logging in.
Log In
Email

Password

Log in
Forgot password

Remember me

Next, click on your name which is
displayed in the upper right-hand
corner of the Home Page after logging in.
A screen with View profile, Change password, and Log out
will be displayed.

View profile

Change password

Log out

Click on View profile. Your profile page will then be displayed along where you can make changes. A menu of
choices presented allows you to see your directory profile
(displayed to other members), your profile, see email
subscriptions, create or change member photo albums, see
your event registrations, and invoice and payment history.
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continued from page 5

The Importance of Fluid Analysis
1992 and now serves a significant number of fleet owners
The graphic at the top center shows an example of the
and individuals who run engines on land and sea, transvarious kit levels available from JG Lubricant Services.
missions, differentials, generators, refrigeration equipThe graphic at the lower center of this page displays what
ment (reefer
is analyzed with
OIL ANALYSIS KIT DESCRIPTIONS
units) and APUs
respect to the
1
TESTS
INCLUDED
IN
KIT
(Auxiliary Power
coolant. (Keep
System
KIT
Basic Protection
Additional Diagnostics
Units). In other
in mind that oil
Debris
Oxidation
Particle
TYPE Elemental Water Fuel
words, there
analysis involves
Total Base
Total Acid
and
Quantifier
Viscosity
Number
Number
Soot
Nitration
Or Particle
Analysis
Content
Dilution
(at 100C)
(TBN)
(TAN)
should be a broad
a separate proce(IR)
Count
BASIC
level of expertise.
dure and report
ADVANCED 2
from a coolant
In fact, both
ULTIMATE 2
analysis.
Blackstone and
NOTES:
3

3

4

JGLubricants list
The pumps that
1. Testing included in Advanced and Ultimate kits is determined oil, component or system sampled (see Products page and the notes
below).
several options
both companies
2. Advanced or Ultimate testing is required for extending drain intervals. Basic Kit cannot be used to extend drain intervals.
for tests as well
sell are reusable.
3. Engine oil samples receive a TBN (Total Base Number) test. Other systems (such as automatic or power-shift transmissions,
as openly display
Only the test kit
hydraulics and filtered gear systems) receive a TAN test.
a range of related
containers are for
4. Debris Analysis testing is dependent upon component sampled (refer to test kit and test type descriptions on the Products page).
articles and
single use.
Image courtesy of JG Lubricant Servicess
sample reports.
Summary
Perhaps you noticed the sample report from Blackstone
Labs on page 5. JG Lubricants offers a similar service that
So, what can an owner do with regard to an analysis?
is customized to so you begin to develop an understandFor one thing, a search of the internet or ask a diesel
ing of the issues or concerns that
mechanic. There are more than
Tests included in the Coolant Analysis Test Kit
may arise with respect to your
a few companies engaged in the
• Visual (color, oil, fuel, magnetic precipitate, non-magnetic
engine over time. In other words,
analysis business. Some companies
• precipitate, and color)
•
pH
it’s not just a report based on only
will deal with the end user while
• Glycol
that sample’s data. It’s a report
• Freezing and Boiling Points
others any will work with reputable
• Nitrite
based on other samples received
repair facilities in the event you
• Specific Conductance
• Foam
(if appropriate) or that they will
aren’t a do-it-yourselfer. Just don’t
• Corrosion Metals, Contaminants and Inhibitors
•
SCA
#(Supplemental
Coolant
Additives)
receive after establishing a basebe afraid to ask for an analysis at
• Total Hardness
line.
your next service interval. It could
Image courtesy of JG Lubricant Servicess
be very beneficial.
Both companies will supply an
end user with the items needed to capture a good sample.
JG Lubricant Services sells both oil and coolant analysis
kits plus the appropriate vacuum pumps on their online
store. Blackstone Labs offers kits at no charge. However,
the level of analysis you desire does have a fee. One nice
thing about Blackstone Labs is that an individual owner
can create an account and log in to see reports over time.
Something that could be very helpful in the future. Their
basic oil analysis begins at $28.

Check the following websites for further information;
• Blackstone Labs - www.blackstone-labs.com
• J G Lubricant Services –
www.jglubricantservices.com
• ALS Global – www.alsglobal.com/us
• Donaldson Filtration Solutions –
www.donaldson.com

Connect with us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/groups/DieselRVClub/
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Fire Safety—It’s Your Responsibility
by Mac McCoy
At best, a fire in your coach can delay or ruin a camping
trip. At worst it can mean injury, financial loss, and even
death. Unfortunately, RV fires are one of the largest causes
of RV loss in America today. The National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), fire departments, RV repair shops and
insurance carriers estimate there are approximately 6,300
RV fires annually. RV Alliance America statistics show half
of most fires erupt while the RV is parked.
While the causes of RV fires vary widely, there are identifiable trends. Engine and electrical fires are consistently the
greatest cause of loss. Engine compartments, including
electrical, flammable-combustible gases and liquids, are
the cause of origin roughly 70% of the time.
To be safe, plan a monthly fire safety inspection for your
RV. Be sure to check the engine compartment and inspect
all radiator and coolant hoses for firmness, clamp tightness, swelling and signs of leaking. Replace hoses on a
periodic basis or as needed. A pinhole leak in a radiator
or heater hose can spray antifreeze on hot engine parts.
Antifreeze contains ethylene glycol concentrate and water.
When the water boils off the remaining ethylene glycol can
self-ignite at 782 degrees.
A hard-working engine manifold can get to over 900
degrees. The heavy insulation in the compartment reflects
the heat toward the top of the engine, and a fire can easily
break out. With the design of most coaches, getting to
the top of the engine is all but impossible. Remember
if you cannot get to the top of the engine, you will have
great difficulty in putting out the fire. If you find any signs
of radiator problems, have them repaired by a qualified
person.
After a long haul involving a steep grade, don’t come to
a stop and turn your engine off without allowing your
vehicle time to cool down. Your transmission fuel temperature could be around 350 degrees, and your brakes
will definitely be too hot to allow a quick stop. Turning
your engine off too suddenly causes the temperature in
your transmission to continue to rise. With your engine
off, your coolant is no longer bleeding the heat from your
engine. Instead, allow for a five-minute cool-down period.
A hot exhaust pipe from your engine or generator can also
run hot enough to start a fire if you drive or park in high,
dry weeds.

Photo from Oregon State Police

Tires and brakes are the culprits in almost 20% of fires. A
dragging brake can create enough friction to ignite a tire
or brake fluid. Some of the worst fires are those caused
when one tire of a dual or tandem pair goes flat and then
scuffs and ignites, long before the driver feels any change
in handling. At each stop, give your tires at least an eyeball
check. Tap duals with a club and listen for a difference in
sound; you can often tell if one is going soft.
Fire extinguishers can be valuable when a fire occurs, but
you should be aware there are limitations when using
them. It is important you attempt to extinguish the fire
only within your reasonable means and don’t cause greater
tragedy by playing hero. When fighting the fire is no
longer safe, evacuate cautiously and immediately. Avoid
unnecessary delay.
Don’t wait until you have a fire to develop a fire plan our
purchase fire preventive products. It is too late after it
happens. Take action now.
—
Mac McCoy has been a firefighter for more than three decades
and, most recently, the Fire Service Training Coordinator for
the State of Oregon. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Fire
Science and holds a master’s degree in Fire Administration.
Since March of 1999, he has traveled full-time in his RV conducting Fire & Life Safety Seminars at many state, regional,
and national RV rallies around the USA.
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Introducing Our Newest Valued Partner

PROTENG Distributing: A Different Approach to Fire
By Byron Songer, VP Publications
With this article, I introduce DRVC members to our
newest Valued Partner: PROTENG Distributing. I invite
you to read on to see why we’re pleased to have them join
our listing.
While many of us have been aware of fire extinguishers
and their classes. Proteng brings to the market of fire
suppression equipment something of which you likely
have no awareness. Instead of the traditional extinguisher,
Proteng produces a range of “fire suppression tubes,” for
lack of a more technical term. To say that it is unlike any
other product is no stretch. The reason is that the company looks at fire differently. According to their literature,
they are striving to change the industry by providing an
effective, environmentally friendly fire protection product;
something that stops fire at the source.
Proteng got its start in racing where providing protection
to expensive race cars and their drivers were perceived as a
need. As you may be aware, some extinguishers can cause
more harm making stopping the fire somewhat futile due
to the types of chemicals employed. Also, as to race cars,
other systems depending on the action of a driver. If a
driver was injured, the response mechanism would likely
not be deployed.
After many trials, Proteng developed a better product – a
small tube with a mighty impact. It is so unique that it has
been patented.
What makes it different? First, it is automatic and doesn’t
require a power source to release the extinguishing agent.
The system is so automatic that it eliminates any elec-

tric, electronic, mechanical,
or human errors. Second, it is
environmentally friendly and
uses a fraction of the amount of
extinguishing agent due to the
patented delivery system. Third,
the Proteng devices are designed
to require no maintenance while
protecting machinery, engines,
computer systems, electronic equipment, and other highvalue assets such as RVs.
The Proteng system is unlike what has been available. It is
self-contained and heat-activated (see photos below) the
extinguishing agent is contained in a tube. The system is
environmentally friendly and meets standards in the USA
and around the world. It minimizes fire damage by extinguishing the fire at its initial stage by eliminating heat. As
their information states: “There is no button to press, no
pin to pull, no human action required. There are no batteries, no nozzles, no connections necessary.” The secret of
its effectiveness is in the small tubes of an extinguishing
agent that is triggered by heat or flame. The pressurized
reaction immediately extinguishes the fire.
The product is perfect for use in enclosed areas like the
engine, generator, or refrigerator compartment. The
Polyamide tube ruptures when exposed to direct flame, or
a very high temperature, releasing the extinguishing agent
FM-200 (heptafluoropropane). FM-200 is a non-toxic,
non-carcinogenic, environmentally friendly, non-corrosive
gas that leaves no residue.
Recently, Junction City (Oregon) Police Chief Robert
Morris was so impressed by a demonstration that he
returned from a conference and requested that all fourteen patrol cars be equipped. The cost of product and
installation was around $8,000 ($572 per vehicle).
Proteng has posted a You Tube video comparing their Proteng 450 fire tube to a Kidde dry chemical fire extinguisher
at the following URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqy_VhrPO-Q
Proteng Distributing is based in Florida. To learn more
about the company, head to their website at:
https://proteng.com
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July 2018 Business Meeting Minutes
They all have my sincere appreciation and thanks for their
efforts on behalf of your Club.
• Special Recognition is also given to Brett and Diane
Wolfe for their years of service, and to Jim and Janet
Staehr for having served as Rally Masters and CoRally Masters these past two years.
• Finally, recognition is given to all your officers. Please
show your appreciation for the time and effort these
volunteers have expended on behalf of your Chapter.
Thank You!

2019
CONVENTIONS
99th International Convention
and RV Expo

Meeting moved and seconded to adjourn.

March 13-16, 2019 • Perry, Georgia
Registration begins September 12, 2018

				
				

100th International Convention
and RV Expo

Respectfully submitted,
Judith N. Jackson, Secretary

August 14-17, 2019 • Minot, North Dakota
Registration begins February 13, 2019

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

Expert windshield replacement…
RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call,
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to.
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

…anywhere your travels take you.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of affordable
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.
Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .
You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train repair.
They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel engines. Every
coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided at their location in
Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.Phone: (903) 881-9765
Leisure Coachworks— 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and models of
motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every qualified service.
Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. Fontana, CA.
www.leisurecw.com
Luxury Coach Service — extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a convenient, one-stop shop for all preventative RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches from class
C to luxury class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts department ensure
your expectations will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Specializing in maintenance, upgrades,
and remodelling. Luxury Coach Service is at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rockwall, TX 75087. Phone (972)
771-6200..
www.luxurycoachservice.com
Oregon Motorcoach Center — Oregon Motorcoach Center offers a 10% discount on parts. Oregon Motorcoach Center
specializes in RV restoration, renovation, custom van conversions, repairs and maintenance. Located at
29417 Airport Rd, Eugene, OR 97402. Phone: 541-762-1505
www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com
Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is offering a
10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at I-10 & Exit 264
(Palo Verde).
www.premiermbs.com
RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They provide
high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net
Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — If you are a DRVC member and own an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes
sense to be a club member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline
products. The discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance.
www.cumminspowerclub.com
Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in
Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com
Cashman Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts as well as a free chassis inspection. A Caterpillar dealer located in
Henderson, NV. Telephone: 702-633-4621.
www.cashmanequipment.com/parts-service/service
Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com
MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations

continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
Mustang Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount you must
show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take advantage of the
10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout Southeast Texas.
www.mustangcat.com
Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map
Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com
Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com
Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to owners
of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com
Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and service.
www.orlandofreightliner.com
Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at its
New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com
Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale,
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com
Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm
RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey Lights — Boogey Lights offers a 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting solutions designed for outdoor use on
RVs when purchased online or by calling 800.847.1359.
http://www.BoogeyLights.com
Coach Supply Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies to all
products listed on website.
www.coachsupplydirect.com

continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
Fire & Life Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and supplies.
macthefireguy.com
MCD Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual and
power shades.
www.mcdinnovations.com
Mobileye Inc — Mobileye is offering Diesel RV Club members 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its Collision Avoidance System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the Members Only section of our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s website or
product information.
www.mobileye.com/us
O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an
O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.
Proteng Distribution, Inc — offers a 10% discount on revolutionary fire suppression parts that protect motorhome systems
and passengers from unnecessary harm due to fire and from the systems in place that were supposed to
protect them. Proteng devices are designed to protect machinery, engines, computer systems, electronic
equipment, and other high-value assets. They require no maintenance and function automatically. 561716-8364.
proteng.com
RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75 per
appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US
and Canada.
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html
RV Satellite & Entertainment Solutions — offering a 10% discount on mobile services (not in conjunction with any other
discount). RV Satellite & Entertainment provides tailored entertainment and communication solutions as
an authorized dealer for Direct TV, DISH, and Winegard, as well as weBoost. Whether you are looking for a
new HDTV system, improved broadcast TV, mobile internet or an automatic satellite TV system, CCC can
provide you with a one-stop-solution. Check the website for the location schedule. 619-571-3393.
www.customcoachconnection.com
Other Types of Services
Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv
RV Golf Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf courses and
RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the Diesel RV Club
website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% referral fee for each membership.)
www.RVGolfClub.com
SkyMed — SkyMed picks up where other travel plans leave off providing air ambulance membership services, medical air
evacuation, emergency travel services, travel insurance, and personal concierge services without co-pays,
deductibles, or claim forms. As a member of DRVC, you receive an exclusive club discount from SkyMed’s
menu of policies and options.
www.skymed.com

Official publication of the Diesel RV Club, an international chapter of FMCA
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March 3 - 8, 2019

Americus KOA

3916 N. Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

http://www.leisurecw.com

