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Valley Rally Report

What a wonderful location for our spring rally! The entire 
Camp Verde community, our caterer (Babe’s BBQ), and Dis-
tant Drums RV Resort could not have been more accommo-
dating. And, a very big thank you goes to the 38 
members in 20 coaches who choose to attend 
in spite of the Covid-19 situation as it unfolded 
into a pandemic. 

We quickly learned terms like social distancing 
and sheltering in place while being impacted 
with changing regulations. First, Arizona lim-
ited gatherings to 250 people then dropped it 
to 10 people. By that time we’d been together as a group 
and chose to practice plenty of handwashing along with a 

list of other recommended practices to ward off the virus. 
In spite of these conditions, the rally was a success. Many 
new friendships were made among the delightful attendees 

who interacted remarkably with one-another, 
mixing at different tables and genuinely get-
ting acquainted. The eleven, first-timer couple 
represented gave great reviews of the technical 
sessions and all gave the rally high marks for 
planned activities, the resort, and the caterer.

It was a good thing afternoons were open for 
sight-seeing. By the time the free day came, 

many of the venues had been closed due to the virus.
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The Officer’s Corner
Rod Kenly, President

The 4th of July has come and gone. We are now fully into 
the summer across the USA. The year of 2020 is half over, 
with enough things going on to last a decade. Whew!

For Sharon and me, it started with the Western Area rally 
in Indio, CA. It went very well. The weather was great, just 
slightly cooler than normal. It was still T-shirt and shorts 
weather (remember, it was January!)

Then we had the DRVC rally at Camp Verde (read about it 
in another article). This was supposed to be the rally as the 
prelude to the FMCA winter rally in Tucson. The spread 
of the novel corona virus was just beginning to make the 
news right before our rally. The result was several people 
canceled.

The FMCA event was cancelled in the midst of conduct-
ing our DRVC rally. That threw a monkey wrench into the 
whole month. RV campgrounds closed, rest are as closed, 
and everyone had to change their plans on the fly. We had 
to go home, which was difficult, and start the self quar-
antine process. As a matter of fact, as we drove home, we 
only saw truckers and trains. I don’t think we saw more 
than three cars and one motorhome along the way home.

For FMCA, this had a major impact. Not only was the 
winter rally cancelled but the country started shutting 
down hard. This resulted in FMCA cancelling the summer 
family reunion and convention which meant cancelling our 
DRVC rally in Nebraska City.

Since the Club’s summer rally is also our annual business 
meeting, in which the officers are elected, we now have to 
conduct the polling electronically. So, by now you should 
have received other communications on how to cast an 
electronic ballot and, perhaps, take action on other items.

Now, for some good news. Our VP Rally Coordinator 
(Janet Staehr) has secured the locations for next winter 
and summer. We are going to Lake Park, Georgia in Feb-
ruary and Cody, Wyoming for the summer rally. Watch 
Travelore for further information.

As you may have read in the FMCA magazine, FMCA is 
struggling budget wise due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and all that it impacts. The officers will let you know of 
critical data as we become aware. Right now, FMCA is 
doing a lot of work on the budget to get things under con-
trol. For sure, it is probably the greatest challenge they’ve 
ever faced since the organization began many years ago.

By saying “please stay safe” it carries more seriousness of 
intent than normal. Perhaps, then, this is one thing we can 
learn from the situation; to be smart careful about what 
we do since we can only take life one day at a time.   

See you down the road—

 Rod

Join us for the journey!Join us for the journey!Join us for the journey!



Page 4  -  DRVC Travelore   

Electricity in My RV:

A Concise Guide to RV Batteries
Yes, it is true; the sources of electricity for the living space 
in your RV can confuse the novice. For some, differentiat-
ing between AC and DC just makes for more confusion. 
With this in mind, let’s take a simplified view of informa-
tion that may be helpful in understanding the mystery of 
“the electricity in my RV.”

First, there are two types of ways electricity is used in 
today’s RV, whether a pull-behind or motorhome: AC 
(alternating current) and DC (direct current). AC is like 
that which is in a typical American home where it is sup-
plied by an electrical utility. This is because generating and 
transporting an AC current across long distances is rela-
tively easy. Alternating current is an electric current that 
periodically reverses its direction. Others may describe it 
as changing polarity over time. Basically, AC is the oppo-
site of direct current (DC) which only flows in a single 
direction and will not change sporadically. But, let’s not 
get too technical. The graphic (below) is a simplified look 
at the difference in the way electricity flows.

The nice thing about DC is that it is extremely portable 
and relatively easy to generate and store. AC is not. 
Because of it’s characteristics, DC is preferred for pro-
viding the basic lighting structure throughout your RV. 
Because of the greater capability associated with AC, it is 
used for things like the microwave, air conditioners, and 
things you plug into the wall (hair dryers and table lamps). 
In all-electric units, AC also powers residential-type refrig-
erators from the power stored in the batteries.

Another nice thing about electricity is that the operating 
characteristic can be converted from alternating to direct 
and inverted from direct to alternating current. While 
most pull-behind RVs only have a converter and battery, 
typical motorhomes have inverters connected to a battery 
bank (for storage) that receive energy from the stand-
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alone generator when it is running. This is particularly 
useful for mobile situations like RVing.

Living on the Grid
When plugged into “shore power” at a campground ped-
estal, the AC is converted to DC so the 12-volt lights in 
the unit work. In addition, if you have a propane furnace, 
water heater, or refrigerator, the 12-volt system is used 
to power them. Of course, if you have overhead fans, they 
operate on 12-volt DC, too. While all of that energy is 
being converted for use, it is also charging whatever bat-
teries you may have onboard. The batteries are where DC 
power is stored so it can be used when untethered from 
the power grid.

At the same time power is being converted to DC, the RVs 
system is wired in such a way that AC power (measured in 
volts and amps) is passed through to the appliances and 
devices that need it.

If a someone asks why the air conditioner shut off while 
they were drying their hair and the coffee was being made 
yet the lights continue to work, just tell them that too 
much AC current was in demand resulting in an over-
loaded circut. The lights still work because they are using 
DC, that different type of electricity that seldom creates a 
problem.

And all of this stuff brings us to a discussion of batter-
ies. Just keep in mind that the batteries are where the DC 
electricity is stored. Once stored, it can be used to directly 
power the direct current circuits and also invert electrical 
energy to alternating current for temporary use.

Batteries: Take Your Pick, Pay the Price
If you are always plugging into shore power at a camp-
ground, it is likely you are only dependent on battery-sup-
plied power while on the road. If that is your situation, you 
primary concern is with proper maintenance and avoid-
ance of overcharging.

But, when you are dry camping, you rely heavily on the 
ability of the batteries to deliver a steady supply of 12-volt 
power. After all, some of that power is being inverted to 
supply energy to the AC appliances. 

continued on next page
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COMPARISON OF BATTERY TYPES AND RELATED COSTS

Flooded

TYPE MAIN ADVANTAGES PPRIMARY DISADVANTAGES INITIAL COST/
CAPACITY ($/kWh)

COST PER LIFECYCLE
($/kWh)

Gell Cell

AGM

Lithium
Ion

• Inexpensive
• No special charging requirements

• Off-gassing
• Electrolyte usually escapes and 

causes corrosion and possible injury
• Heavier than AGM or Gel Cell
• Sulfation

131

No information 
available

No information 
available

0.17

221 0.71

530 0.19

• Spill-proof and corrosion-proof
• True maintenance-free
• Lighter than flooded
• Longer life than flooded

• More expensive than flooded
• Easy to overcharge and damage
• Special charging required
• Largely superseded by AGM

• Longer lasting
• No self-discharge
• Rapid charging
• Lightweight
• Delivers full rated capacity

• Expensive
• Newer technology may not appeal 

to some users

• Can use standard RV charging
• Spill-proof and corrosion-proof
• True maintenance-free
• Faster charging than flooded
• Low self-discharge rate
• Longer life than flooded

• More expensive than flooded

The most common battery for the house system has been 
the flooded lead-acid battery, which is the oldest type of 
rechargeable battery, invented in 1859. While these are 
similar to the batteries in automobiles (starting batteries), 
they aren’t designed to withstand the type of use needed. 
For that purpose, a “deep cycle” type is required; one with 
larger plates that provides a stable flow of energy to the 
devices.

While lead-acid batteries haven’t changed much in more 
than 100 years, newer technologies have introduced other 
lead-acid batteries to the market, including gel-cells and 
absorbed glass mat (AGM); both are of a type called valve-
regulated lead-acid (VRLA). Recently, lithium-ion (Li-ion 
or Li+) technology was introduced.

So, which type of battery should you choose for your home 
on wheels? Each battery type has its advantages, disadvan-
tages, price range, and requirements. For instance, there 

are different charging requirements that your existing 
converter or inverter/charger may not be able to accom-
modate. So, while you can keep the batteries charged, you 
run the risk of overcharging or damaging them, or reduc-
ing the batteries’ life.

Flooded lead-acid
Referred to as wet cells, this type of deep cycle battery 
uses the lead-acid chemistry that was developed by Gaston 
Plante in 1959. It is the most common deep cycle battery 
used in RV’s today. It uses the word flooded since it comes 
with electrolyte fluid, allowing the plates to be fully sub-
merged.

The is composed of lead-oxide and lead plates and has an 
electrolyte that surrounds them. When electricity is taken 
from the battery, which is referred to as discharging, the 
plates start to change into lead sulfate. This also results in 
the dilution of the electrolyte.

continued on page 12

continued from previous next page
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continued on next page

Winner of the Poker Run was Michelle Castle. Four teams 
competed in Bean Bag Baseball and received candy bars 
such as Pay Day, Butter Finger, and Zero.

Tim Gerrity, Past Treasurer and Past Alternate National 
Director, presented the Diesel Engine Maintenance ses-
sion. This session covered what needs to be done and when, 
and what you need to know about what has been done so 
tahe service center can better meet your need.  It also cov-
ered what not to do, which is also important.

continued from page 1

Valley Rally Report

Three couples tied in 
the Pilot/Co-Pilot 
game. From left, 
Mark & Mary Levine, 
Fred & Carolyn 
Ovans, and Ray & 
Mary Cronemiller. 
The game follows the 
Newly Wed Game 
format with contes-
tants guessing how 
their significant 
answered questions 
like: “When dumping 
tanks, which tank is 
to be dumped first?”

First place team in 
Bean Bag Base-
ball: Linda Dorig, 
Becky Sealey, John 
Murphy, Mary 
Ann Stephens, 
Mary Cronemiller 
and Rick Sealey. 
Their prizes were 
Pay Day bars.

Rod Kenly, DRVC President, presented two sessions. One 
was “Water Processing for Your RV” and the other was 
“Traveling with Guns”.  Rod’s Water Processing session 
covered water softening, conditioning and filtering for 
your RV only. This was a very informative session and Rod 
welcomed member questions on the subject – his contact 
information is on the Club website.

“Traveling with Guns” generated considerable interest and 
discussion. The big take-aways were (a) before you travel, 
find out if your permit will be honored in the states you 
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continued on page 8

continued from previous page

The team finish-
ing second in Bean 
Bag Baseball was 
composed of: Ken 
Carpenter, Paula 
Brown, Fred Ovans, 
Marsha Bechtold and 
Dee Blocker. They 
were awarded  Butter 
Finger bars.

Members of the 
third place team in 
Bean Bag Baseball 
were awarded Zero 
bars. They were: 
Phil Murray, Ron & 
Happy Treml, Steven 
Castle and Loren 
Dorig. 

will be passing through and going to, and (b) make sure 
guns  and ammunition are properly secured.: 

Bobby & Marsha Bechtold presented a Fire Safety program 
and discussed Proteng’s revolutionary fire protection 
system. Attendees seeking more information were invited 
to request a free safety evaluation and information about 
the high-risk areas in their RVs. They pointed out that fire 
safety is a big issue in an RV since there will be very little 
time to evacuate the unit safely. Every RVer should have 
an emergency “go bag” or “bug out bag” ready for each 
family member when need to evacuate arises.

During the Owner’s Round Table, discussion materi-
als covered the TCS and TSD fuel discount programs, 
the FMCA and Diesel RV Club websites, and accessing 
resources on the DRVC Forum. In addition, specific ques-
tions and owner concerns were also discussed.

Happy Treml facilitated the crafts track by leading the 
Paint and Chat session on Monday. On Tuesday, she led 
the ladies in making bracelets out of copper wire. Happy 
also led the Thursday Tips & Tricks discussion session 
which included the sharing of information on bucket list 
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Valley Rally Report
destinations and lessons learned.  She also distributed and 
discussed a Medical Information and In Case of Emer-
gency handout created by Joanne Fadale, FMCA #59552, 
a Charter Member of the Diesel RV Club. Joanne created 
the handout for the Go Bag seminar at FMCA.  A Copy of 
this handout can be found on the DRVC website.

The charity for this rally was the Yavapai Apache Nation 
Food Bank. A total of $450 was raised through 50/50 
ticket sales and from the silent auction (it really wasn’t 
silent as Rod encouraged price increases to help the cause). 
Members provide a wide range of auction items which 
included apparel, toilet paper, hand sanitizer, a water soft-
ener and several bottles of wine. 

A Big Shout Out goes to Ron & Happy Treml, our Co-Rally 
Masters. With a background in catering and events, they 
were on top of everything and provided caring and atten-
tive service along with volunteers a Rally Master certifi-
cate worth 50% off of the fee for a future rally. Thank you 
Ron & Happy.

Michele Castle, winner of the 
Poker Run was presented with a 

gift card.

Happy and Ron Treml were the rally-
masters that did a fine job of planning 

and carrying out a great rally.

Tim Gerrity conducted the diesel tech 
session, a rather comprehensive presen-

tation on care and maintenance.
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Officers of the Diesel RV Club are seeking a social media 
volunteer or intern with marketing and/or advertis-
ing experience to help promote our mission, market our 
varied projects and programs, liaison with advertisers, 
valued partners, create and maintain links with other 
organizations. Prefer someone who is web-savvy and 
has great communication skills. Applicants should have 
experience with Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, 
YouTube, LinkedIn, online blogging, great personal and 
written communication skills, cultural sensitivity and 
awareness, attention to detail and indefatigable deter-
mination. Experience with web and print marketing and 
advertising would be a plus.  This volunteer with work 
officers of the Club.

The social media posts will be related to Chapter rallies 
which combine social and technical programs for the pur-
pose of:

• Exchanging information on how to keep diesel coach 
repair costs to a minimum, how to maintain them 
and how to get maximum performance,

Diesel RV Club Seeking a Social Media Volunteer
• Helping promote diesel engines in all RV types and 

help our fellow RVrs,

• Providing opportunities for fun and fellowship, and

• Supporting FMCA activities such as rallies and 
engagement at international conventions

• Supporting and staffing a technical forum with over 
2,500 participants addressing questions related to 
diesel-powered motorhomes.

Please note that ours is a volunteer organization with-
out an office as each officer works from their own home/
motorhome and resides throughout the United States. 
This is a volunteer position without direct monetary com-
pensation but it does offer a resume building opportunity 
with a growing chapter in the RV industry.

When you communicate with us, it is helpful if you tell us 
a little bit about your skills, experience, interests and any-
thing else you might want to share so that we may respond 
to your inquiry more fully.  Interested persons should 
respond to: President@DieselRVClub.org.

February 28, 2021
through

March 4, 2021

SOUTHERN GEORGIA RALLY

Lake Park Campground  –  Lake Park, Georgia

SOUTHERN
GEORGIA

RALLY

Plan now to
attend the

Lake Park Campground
Lake Park, Georgia

Registration will be 
available in August 2020.

A tour is planned as part of the 
rally as well as the

tech and craft sessions and owner
roundtable
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Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB? 
• Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of  

diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art Diesel RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.
• Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country. 
• Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.
• Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as 

well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.
• Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.
• Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and 

maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.

Diesel RV Club FAQs 
Q. How much is membership?

A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS), 
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.

Q. What do I get for being a member? 

A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the 
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued Part-
ners. 

Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?

A. Everything can be accessed from this URL: 
http://www.dieselrvclub.org 
To go directly to the engine forum: 
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org 

Q. What do you do at rallies? 

A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top tier motorhome resort with 
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to ses-
sions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening entertain-
ment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include silent auctions, 
access to some coach services and presentations by RV vendors. 

Q. What is the upcoming Rally Schedule? 

A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along 
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as download, 
print, complete, and mail the registration form. 

Q. Do you have any charity and fund raising activity? 

A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute 
to various charities and organizations in the areas where rallies are held.

How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the next page or signup online!

If you have other questions, email one of the following officers: 

 President: Rod Kenly – president@dieselrvclub.org 

 Publications: Byron Songer – editor@dieselrvclub.org

✓ Diesel RV Club FAQs
✓ Why Join
✓ Become a Member

We’re here …

… Where are you?

InspireInspire

Granille
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Diesel RV Club – Membership Enrollment Form
Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get maximum 
performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted 
in all areas of the US. 

Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation. 

Membership Type (check one):  [ ] Regular, provide FMCA Number ____________ [ ] ForumPlus 

Names:  ____________________   ____________________   ____________________   ____________________

 Pilot – First Pilot – Last Co-pilot – First  Co-pilot – Last

Mailing Address: ___________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street/P.O. Box City State/Prov Postal Code

Shipping Address: __________________________  _______________   ________   ________________

 Street – no PO box please City State/Prov Postal Code

Phones:  _____________________   ____________________   _____________________

 Home or Office  Pilot’s Mobile Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail Addresses:  ______________________________________   _______________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Occupations (if retired, former occupations):

______________________________________________   _______________________________________________

  Pilot Co-pilot

Emergency Contact: ___________________________   _________________   _________________________

  Name – normally not with you Telephone Relationship

Newsletter Delivery Choice (check one): Email Only [ ]  Postal Only [ ]  Email & Postal [ ]

Referred by Member:  __________________________________________

Your RV Information:

Coach Mfg: _____________  Model: ______________  Length: _______  Slides: ______  VIN: _______________

Engine Mfg:  ___________ Model: _____________ Rated HP: __________  Serial No: _____________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
 Diesel RV Club
 3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107 
 Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048
Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who are interested 
in the Diesel RV Club Membership. PayPal payment option available on the 
Club website – www.dieselrvclub.org

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $25 PER YEAR

----- FOR CLUB USE ONLY -----

Amount Received: $ ________

___/___/____  ___/___/____

Date Received Renewal Date

Check # ______  Cash _______

 Revised March 2019
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Charging, which involves putting electricity back to the 
battery, can take the sulfate coating out of the plates, 
moving them back to the electrolyte. During charging, 
oxygen and hydrogen will also be released.

This type of RV battery is actually popular for its numer-
ous benefits, including the following: 

•  Works effectively in handling overcharging – In com-
parison to other types of deep cycle batteries, the 
flooded lead-acid can manage the process of over-
charging more effectively because of the hydrogen 
venting process since it is not sealed.

• Long life – An owner can expect it to be able to serve 
its purpose for quite a long time though it requires 
constant maintenance through watering, maintain-
ing the cleanliness of the terminals, and equalizing 
charges.

AGM (Absorbed Glass Mat)
This is another type of deep cycle battery that is ideal for 
RV applications. In comparison to the flooded battery, 
AGM is often tougher and stronger. It also requires less 
maintenance.

AGM is a form of a lead-acid battery wherein a fiberglass 
mat absorbs the electrolytes. Among the distinguish-
ing features of AGM are its plates that appear as flat-like 
flooded lead-acid batteries. You may also notice them 
winding into a tight spiral making

To know whether AGM batteries are good for your RV, 
here are some of the benefits you can gain from them:

• Maintenance-free – AGM, on the other hand, is not 
that vulnerable to sulfation. The flooded lead-acid 
battery actually needs regular maintenance as well as 
a topping charge semi-annually to minimize the risk 
of accumulating sulfation (de-sulfation process).

• Does not spill – This specifically means that the AGM 
battery does not cause its electrolyte to spill out even 
if it is turned upside down.

• Does not emit hydrogen or gas during charging.

• Stable and sturdy – One can expect them to stay in 
good condition even during extremely low tempera-
tures. AGM offers a great option because of the sand-
wich construction making them vibration-resistant.

Concise Guide to RV Batteries

continued on page 13

continued from page 5

Deep cycle gel
An owner can opt to install deep cycle gel batteries into 
the recreational vehicle. The difference with the flooded 
type is that it comes with gelled electrolyte that is highly 
viscous.

Recombining the gases that are generated while charg-
ing takes place at a slower rate. In other words, charging 
the battery must be done at a slower rate than AGM and 
flooded lead-acid. Also, charging it too high might cause 
the formation of gas pockets on the plates which might 
decrease its capacity.

With that in mind, note that while it is one type of RV 
battery, many still prefer the others to ensure they will not 
end up dealing with certain negative issues.

Lithium-ion Batteries
Of more recent development is the lithium-ion type of 
battery being built for recreational applications. They 
are attracting attention with RVers. It is noteworthy to 
point out that the term, lithium-ion, is somewhat generic 
because there are  variants of the type. An example of the 
lithium iron phosphate type (LiFePo4).

Some say lithium-ion, and in particular the LiFePo4 tech-
nology, is the perfect type of deep cycle battery for RVers. 
One big reason why LiFePo4 is a better option than AGM 
and flooded lead-acid is that it is lightweight. In addition, 
it is also capable of offering users with a high charging effi-
ciency as well as much longer life cycle. For instance, going 
from 3000 cycles to 5000, an appreciable difference.

Here are just some benefits from choosing LiFePo4 deep 
cycle batteries for the RV:

• Greater safety – One thing that sets Lithium Iron 
Phosphate batteries apart from the rest is the inclu-
sion of a built-in safety measure. Once the battery is 
already close to overheating temperatures, it shuts 
down automatically, thereby preventing explosion or 
fire.

• Goes further – It is capable of going further com-
pared to lead-acid, which only lets you utilize approx-
imately 50 percent of its rated capacity. With that, 
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Concise Guide to RV Batteries
continued from page 12

you have an assurance that lithium-ion works well if 
you want to extend dry camping.

• Highly sustainable voltage levels – making it possible 
for to provide up to 99 percent usable capacity. 

• Weighs less – Another great advantage of this type of 
battery is that it is lightweight. Note that a recre-
ational vehicle is already heavy and big, so an owner 
may want to look for a battery which is not that 
heavy, especially if using bank of six or more batter-
ies (such as in an all-electric coach). This is something 
that the lithium-ion battery can guarantee. Since this 
type weighs less than the traditional lead-acid bat-
tery, one can expect it to provide support for weight 
being provided for other uses.

• Eco-friendly – lithium-ion batteries are environmen-
tally friendly. They are safe for the environment, 
making them ideal green options. They are designed 
to supply power through clean energy while minimiz-
ing CO2 emissions. Disposing of these batteries is 
safe and friendly to the environment, too. Further-
more, these are often constructed out of recycled 
materials and are, themselves, recyclable.

There is one, significant drawback for some RVers when 
it comes to choosing lithium-ion batteries: Expense. The 
initial purchase price is significantly higher than the more 
popular type. But, by viewing the chart on page 5, one 
will note that the total-cost-of-ownership is only slightly 
higher than flooded lead-acid while being lower than AGM, 
which has been the second choice over the past decade.

FMCA Discount on Ion-ready Batteries
Owners interested in moving into lithium-ion batteries 
should check out the partnership between FMCA and 
Briter Products. You'll be impressed with the technology 

as well as the extended life of these batteries. Simply go 
to www.briterproducts.com/fmcabenefits to learn more 
about the company, their Ion-Ready battery brand, and 
the exclusive FMCA discount arrangement.

Editorial Comments
All of the above is as accurate as I can make it. There is 
some reading to do between the lines, however.

First, the traditional flooded cell battery remains the most 
popular and least expensive. Most RV’s are set up to use 
them. This includes having a smart charger/inverter on 
board to maintain the battery bank at a proper level. It is 
wise, however, to check the level of the fluid twice a year 
and add distilled water at those times.

Second, the non-servicable battery types are popular and 
are for the person that isn’t a DYI type or prefers to avoid 
dealing with maintainance issues. They have been used 
successfully in all-electric motorhomes.

Third, the lithium-ion type is a good value over the life-
time of the battery but very expensive when it comes to 
initial cost. The TCO is great if you plan to own them for 
ten years or so. Ideally, they are designed to work well in 
solar applications where the lighter weight of the battery 
is a swap for the heavy roof panels required for solar/
off-the-grid campers. They do require a special type of 
charger because the a standard charger/inverter used in 
most units isn’t designed for lithium-ion batteries. And, 
until the cost of the LiFePo4 comes down, I don’t see them 
becoming popular among typical RV owners.

Compiled and edited by Byron Songer from a wide variety of 
online resources. For further investigation, see the following. 
 www.rvweb.net/best-rv-battery-reviewed/   
 www.your-rv-lifestyle.com/best-rv-battery/   
 familyrvingmag.com/?s=deep+cycle+battery
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Connect with Diesel RV Club via the Internet
Website: 

 http://www.dieselrvclub.org

Facebook: 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/DieselRVClub/
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The balance sheet for the year ending 2019 and the finan-
cial statement for the year 2020 appear below along with  
membership information.

Membership: As of June 2020, Chapter membership 
totaled 805 members. This compares with 580 total 
members a year ago. The total number of Active members 
was 677 and 100 in Renewal Overdue status versus 517 
Active and 48 Renewal Overdue last year. First Year Free 
memberships stand at 374 versus 300 a year ago. One of 
the challenges for DRVC is that of converting non-paying 
to dues-paying status.

Finance and Membership Report
Balance Sheet as of 12/31/2019
Number Account Name Amount

ASSETS
1000 Checking $  57,205.38
1100 Merchandise Inventory  1,726.00
1300 Club Equipment  289.44
1301 Receivables  50.00
 Total Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  59,270.82
LIABILITIES
 Total Liabilities $  0.00
EQUITY
3000 General Fund - Fund Balance $  55,490.81
3100 Rally Fund - Fund Balance  3,780.01
 Total Equity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  59,270.82

 TOTAL LIABILITIES + TOTAL EQUITY $ 59,270.82

Income and Expense Statement 
for the period of 01/01/2019 to 12/31/2019
Number Account Name Amount
INCOME
4000 Dues Income $ 7,115.00
4100 Rally Income  17,755.75
4200 Merchandise Income  187.00
4400 Advertising Income  103.23
4500 Preferred Partner Income  481.15
4600 Miscellaneous Income  234.00
 TOTAL INCOME $ 25,876.13
EXPENSE
5000 Printed Newsletter Expenses $ 1,763.27
5010 Forum Web Site Expenses  534.58
5020 Membership Web Site Expenses  1,877.05
5030 Membership CC/ PayPal Expenses  194.28
5040 Postage  121.68
5200 Rally Expenses  15,107.51
5202 Officer Rally Mileage Refund Expenses  2,693.73
5203 Officer FMCA Rally Refund Expenses  2,153.37
5400 Accounting Software Expenses  310.37
5500 Board Meeting Expenses  28.44
5550 DRVC Member Social Gatherings  1,098.16
5700 Adjustment Account  0.00
5800 Office Supply Expenses  182.19
5900 Unallocated Expenses  20.00
 TOTAL EXPENSE $ 26,084.63
 NET INCOME (LOSS) $ -208.50

 Level Total Active Renewal Lapsed 
    Overdue
 1st Year Free to New 374 374 – – 
 FMCA Members

 90 Day Free - 4 4 – – 
 Kick-the-Tires
 Family Associate Member – – – –

 ForumPlus 18 13 3 –
 Regular 409 286 100 3
 Total Members 805 677 103 3

Status of Memberships
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train repair. 

They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel engines. Every 
coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, turnkey RV stor-
age. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided at their location in 
Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.Phone: (903) 881-9765

Leisure Coachworks— 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and models of 
motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every qualified service. 
Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. Fontana, CA.
www.leisurecw.com

Luxury Coach Service — extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a conve-
nient, one-stop shop for all preventative RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches from class 
C to luxury class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts department ensure 
your expectations will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Specializing in maintenance, upgrades, 
and remodeling. Luxury Coach Service is at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rockwall, TX 75087. Phone (972) 
771-6200..
www.luxurycoachservice.com

Oregon Motorcoach Center — Oregon Motorcoach Center offers a 10% discount on parts. Oregon Motorcoach Center 
specializes in RV restoration, renovation, custom van conversions, repairs and maintenance. Located at 
29417 Airport Rd, Eugene, OR 97402. Phone: 541-762-1505
www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com

Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is offering a 
10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at I-10 & Exit 264 
(Palo Verde). 
www.premiermbs.com

continued on next page

Video for the Rest of Us

2020 Annual Business Meeting Update
Due to the fact that the coronavirus pandemic has caused 
a change to what we had been accustomed, the Diesel RV 
Club will change with it. This includes the annual business 
session normally held during a summer event. For this 
year, the session will be held using the popular video meet-
ing application, Zoom (available for many platforms and 
devices).

The formal ballot for members in good standing has been 
sent by email to all effected. The online meeting will be 
held Monday, September 21, 2020, at 11 AM (EDT). The 
business to come before the meeting includes:

• The election of officers as detailed (in below the email 
that was sent)

• President’s Report for the year

• Nominating Committee for the next term

• Approval of minutes for the previous meeting

• Audit report and other reports

The Bylaws of the Diesel RV Club Chapter allow electronic 
ballots to be undertaken for all matters to be voted on by 
Members. All Regular Members and First Year Free Mem-
bers are entitled to receive an email invitation to vote. A 
simple majority vote of such members in good standing is 
all that is required to elect Chapter officers. Voting will be 
one vote per family unit.

Being presented for election (terms ending in 2022) are 
the following:

President Rod Kenley (incumbent)
Secretary Judy Jackson (incumbent)
VP - Rally Coordinator Janet Staehr
FMCA National Director Ken Carpenter (incumbent)
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continued on next page

RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They provide 
high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net

Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — If you are a DRVC member and own an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes 

sense to be a club member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline 
products. The discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance.
www.cumminspowerclub.com

Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in 

Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com

Cashman Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts as well as a free chassis inspection. A Caterpillar dealer located in  
Henderson, NV. Telephone: 702-633-4621.
www.cashmanequipment.com/parts-service/service

Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service cen-
ters. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com

MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations

Mustang Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount you must 
show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take advantage of the 
10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout Southeast Texas. 
www.mustangcat.com

Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations 
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map

Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to 

owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com

Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona offers a 
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com

Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a  
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com

Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to owners 
of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com

Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a dis-
count to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com

Valued Partner List
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Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and ser-

vice.
www.orlandofreightliner.com

Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at its 
New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com 

Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale,  
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com

Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm

RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey Lights — Boogey Lights offers a 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting solutions designed for outdoor use on 

RVs when purchased online or by calling 800.847.1359.
http://www.BoogeyLights.com

Mobileye Inc — Diesel RV Club members receive 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its Collision Avoidance 
System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the Members Only section of 
our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s website or product information.
www.mobileye.com/us

O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts 
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an 
O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.

Proteng Distribution, Inc — offers a 10% discount on revolutionary fire suppression parts that protect motorhome systems 
and passengers from unnecessary harm due to fire and from the systems in place that were supposed to 
protect them. Proteng devices are designed to protect machinery, engines, computer systems, electronic 
equipment, and other high-value assets. They require no maintenance and function automatically. 561-
716-8364. 
proteng.com

RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75 per 
appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US 
and Canada. 
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html 

Other Types of Services
Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable treat-

ment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

Valued Partner List
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http://www.leisurecw.com

RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile 
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call, 
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified 
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations 
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care 
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to. 
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our 
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

Expert windshield replacement…

…anywhere your travels take you.

INSURANCE SERVICESINSURANCE SERVICES

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of a�ordable 
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.

Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .

You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv


