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What is in Nebraska, you ask? Plenty of corn fields for sure, but also 27 rigs (7 first timers!) and 53 folks attending the
DRVC Great Plains Rally at the Pine Grove RV Park and Campground at Greenwood, Nebraska, to learn about our diesel rigs, make new friends, and have fun.

Great Plains Rally—Highlights
•

•

Bruce Gibson presented a video segment on Truckers
Against Traffickers, bringing awareness to the human
trafficking issue and encouraging everyone to step up
and make the call if a situation doesn’t look or feel
right. If you see something, say something. See more
information in the article on page 6. The entire video,
recorded at the Iowa Winnie Hawks 2021 State Rally, is
available at https://youtu.be/jFH4nRRucmk.
Technical seminars covered recommended maintenance and detailed discussions about common diesel
problems, issues, and components, and an owners
roundtable discussion covered whatever topics were on

the attendees’ minds. Roy Mueller and Ken Carpenter
teamed up to cover presentations, lead the discussion
and answer questions. Rod Kenly led the roundtable
discussion.
•

Janet Staehr provided craft sessions featuring a coaster
made from scrabble tiles and cork, a fence post pumpkin, and a set of black-and-white greeting cards to decorate with colored pencils.

•

FMCA Sr. VP Gary Milner provided an update on
FMCAssist and other benefits of FMCA membership.
(Continued on page 4)
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The Officer’s Corner
From Dee Blocker, President
Just a quick note to introduce myself as your incoming president. I
live in Centerville, Texas, with my
wife, Rita. We have been members
of the Diesel RV Club for about seven years. We travel part-time and
try to attend the DRVC rallies as
well as the FMCA conventions each
year. We also try to find any reason
to go to the Rocky Mountains as
often as possible.
I am looking forward to helping make our club even better
than it already is. Any comments or suggestions from members in this regard would be greatly appreciated. Your officers are open to any changes that would improve the Diesel
RV Club.
I hope to meet and get to know as many of our members as
I can over the next few years. Stay safe, and enjoy the RV
life.

The DRVC Board, on behalf of all members, extends a big THANK YOU to the
outgoing officers, Rod Kenly, President;
Judy Jackson, Secretary; and Janet Staehr,
VP Rally Coordinator, for their hard work
and dedication on behalf of the Club. We
have all benefited from and appreciated
your efforts. Safe travels.

From the messy desk of past president Rod Kenly.
As I sit here, summer is gone.
Labor Day—which is considered the official end of summer, has come and gone. The
DRVC had its summer rally in
Greenwood, Nebraska, followed by the 105th FMCA rally
right down the road (20 miles)
in Lincoln, Nebraska.
The DRVC rally had 27 coaches, and we had a great time.
The meals were great: a barbeque night, a taco night, plus
other meals.
Rod & Sharon Kenly

The poker run was fun—one of the stops was an old-time
candy store, and one was the USAF SAC (Strategic Air Command) museum, plus other stops. There were quite a few
places of interest to see in the area. Please see some of the
photos contained elsewhere in the Travelore.
The wagon masters—Ken & Susan Disch and Bruce & Ruth
Gibson—along with VP Rally Coordinator Janet Stehr all
did a great job, and our hats are off to them.
Early in our rally, we had our summer business meeting,
and a new set of officers were duly elected.
Last was that we donated $484 to our local charity, Operation Comfort Warriors.
The 105th FMCA International Convention was held in a
new facility to us, the Lincoln Event Center, in Lincoln, Nebraska. FMCAers have been asking for new locations, so we
(Continued on page 5)

Don’t miss this article in the next issue
of Travelore…

Converting to
Lithium Batteries
An in-depth article on the process to
make the switch from lead acid to
lithium iron phosphate on a 1998
Damon Ultrasport with a CAT 3126B
on a Freightliner XC chassis.
By Steve Das

•
•
•
•
•

Tech and craft sessions
Lifestyle presentations
Owner roundtable
Activities, free time
Good company

Diesel RV Club Spring Rally 2023
AMERICUS KOA JOURNEY at
Brickyard Plantation Golf Club & RV Park
March 5–10 • Americus, Georgia
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Left: FMCA Sr. VP Gary Milner could have talked for
hours about FMCAssist and other FMCA benefits. We limited him to 30 minutes so he talked fast!
Above: Inspired crafters created coasters from scrabble
tiles and cork.

Below: Ken Carpenter (treasurer) gave it his best shot.
Four teams competed to be bean bag baseball champions.

(Continued from page 1)
• Glenda Milner gave a presentation on TO GO BAGS.
We all know we should have one, but do we actually
have a bag ready to go with clothes, medications, money, and other essentials in case of an emergency?
•

The schedule included a “free day” to explore the area
and visit nearby attractions—such as the International
Quilt Museum, the Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum, or a zoo, among other options—or
make the needed stops for the poker run. Stops included a candy factory/outlet (yum!), wineries, an antique
mall, an ice cream parlor, and more.

•

$484 was raised for the rally charity, Operation Comfort Warriors, through 50/50 ticket sales and a silent
auction.

•

There were games aplenty—Bingo, Bean Bag Baseball,
Keep It or Trade It, Majority Rules, and the Poker
Run—and Happy Hours. All encouraged mixing and
mingling and meeting new folks.

We had a great time. Many thanks to the Rally Team: Ken
and Susan Disch, Rally Masters; Bruce and Ruth Gibson, Co
-Rally Masters; and Janet Staehr, VP Rally Coordinator.
They did a fantastic job. The rally/co-rally masters each
received a certificate for ½ off the fees for a future rally. If

you would like to participate as a rally master or co-rally
master for a future event, email treasurer@dieselrvclub.org.
A special shout out to Janet Staehr as she steps down from
the position of VP Rally Coordinator. She has been phenomenal, but after organizing nine DRVC rallies, she is
ready to devote her spare time to other interests. Thank
you, Janet, for your dedication and support of the Club.
The VP Rally Coordinator position is currently vacant. If
interested, please contact Ken Carpenter of the Nominating
Committee at treasurer@dieselrvclub.org.

DRVC Travelore — Page 5

Recommendations From Our DRVC Tech
1. Some of the worst damage done to RVs is water damage, either from a roof leak or a plumbing leak. At least
once a year have your coach roof inspected around all
items on the roof and resealed with self-leveling sealant. Silicone should not be used to seal around roof attachments.
2. Once a year, fully extend your hydraulic jack cylinders,
spray with a silicone spray (if Lippert) or WD40 (for
HWH), then wipe off. This lubricates the top seal on the
jack to allow the jacks to extend and retract easier.
3. One quick way to check for freshwater leaks on your
coach is, while disconnected from the shore water system and all water valves are off, turn on your onboard
water pump and listen for the water pump to see if it
runs or even cycles periodically. Once the system has
pressurized, the water pump shouldn't run if there are
no leaks.
4. In locations with poor water pressure, RVers can use
both their fresh water pump and the shore water supply
at the same time. This might be needed if someone is
showering and someone else in the coach is washing
dishes. Water pressure to the coach shouldn't be set any
higher than 50 psi. Do use a water pressure regulator
on your water supply to the coach because the water
pressure can go a lot higher at night when there is not
as much demand.

filters and was back on the road. He shared he had a big
mess trying to get fuel out of his fuel tank to prefill the
filters. We carry a gallon of diesel fuel to make it easier
to fill the fuel filters when replacing them. Everyone
should have extra fuel filters with your coach should
this problem happen to you. He had just filled up a couple of hundred miles earlier, then the coach started losing power. Often loss of engine performance of your
diesel is caused by dirty fuel filters. There are many
different types of fuel filters so it behooves you to carry
the specific filter for your engine model.
6. For the past year we have been using a great RV protection product from 303 called Touchless Sealant. After
you have washed your coach and rinsed it off, spray
Touchless Sealant on and then rinse again. Dry the
coach as you would if you had just washed it, and then
look at the shine and know the finish of your coach is
being protected.
Safe travels and let's take care of our coaches so we can
have an enjoyable trip.
Comments and questions can be emailed to me at tomchelbana@roadrunner.com.

Tom Chelbana
VP-Technical

5. One of our Diesel Club members was having poor engine performance, and he couldn't go faster than 40
MPH. After talking with him, we determined that
though he had driven only a few miles since his last service, his fuel filters needed to be replaced. Since he had
those fuel filters with him, he was able to change the

(Continued from page 3)
had one! The attendance was down due mainly, I think, to
the cost of fuel.

A surprising article in this issue—I interviewed a SiriusXM
radio DJ. He travels a lot in his off time. He is racking up
over a million miles driving almost every US and state highway and visiting thousands of towns.

We spent a day in the governing board meeting discussing
the budget and a lot of other things. FMCA investments
took a loss due to inflation, etc.

Planning is underway for next winter’s rally in Americus,
Georgia, March 5–10, 2023, and we are just starting to
work on next summer’s rally.

If you didn't know, you can spend two nights free in the
FMCA RV campground (reservations required) in Cincinnati, Ohio. Alas, effective October 1, there will be a camping
fee of $15 per night for the first two nights. This was due to
people making reservations and then not showing up.

This is my last “Officers Corner” column. I’ve enjoyed supporting the club in various positions over the last 15 years.

Other interesting info: There are 11.2 million RV owners.
The average age of FMCA owners is 71, but FMCA is beginning to focus on getting younger members. Issues include
trying to have rallies between June 4 and August 4, when
children are out of school.

So as always,
Please stay safe, and see you down the road.
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Help Stop Human Trafficking
Human trafficking, also known as trafficking in persons or modern-day slavery, is a crime that involves compelling or coercing a person to provide labor or services, or to engage in commercial sex acts. The coercion can be subtle or overt, physical or psychological. Exploitation of a minor for commercial sex is human trafficking, regardless of whether any form of
force, fraud, or coercion was used. (Definition according to the U.S. Department of Justice web site.)
The numbers listed below are for the National Human Trafficking Hotline. Truckers Against Trafficking (TAT) is raising up
a mobile army of transportation professionals to assist law enforcement in the recognition and reporting of human
trafficking in order to aid in the recovery of victims and the arrest of their perpetrators. You can visit their web site at
www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org for more information about this organization.
As RVers, we also visit many of these same locations (truck stops, rest areas, restaurants etc.) during our travels and can
also serve as eyes and ears. Please, if you see something, say something. You could save a life.
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Monday, August 15, 2022 ● Pine Grove RV Park & Campground ● Greenwood, Nebraska

Business Meeting Minutes
In the interests of space, these minutes have been
abbreviated. You may view them in their entirety,
including the President’s Report, VP Rally Coordinator Report, Treasurer Report, and Membership
Report, on the DRVC website. Log in to view member-only content at www.DieselRVClub.org under
Chapter Governance.
Meeting was called to order by President Rod Kenly at
11:02 p.m. CDT.
Officers present: Rod Kenly, President; Ken Carpenter, National Director/Treasurer; Janet Staehr, VP Rally Coordinator; Cathy Good, VP Publications. Officers Absent: Dee
Blocker, Senior Vice President; Judith N. Jackson, Secretary.
The purpose of the Business Meeting is to: 1) conduct the
club’s annual business; 2) approve the minutes of the July
1, 2021, meeting; 3) review financial statements and officer
reports; 4) approve proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules
amendments; 5) elect officers for those terms expiring at
the meeting in the Summer of 2024; and 6) elect a Nominating Committee.
Ballots for this meeting were distributed on July 5, 2022, to
all eligible members. There were a total of 87 online ballots
as of 8:00 a.m. CDT. The number was sufficient to meet the
quorum requirement to hold the meeting.
The Officer Reports distributed with the meeting notice and
ballot were accepted as distributed and not reread during
the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS:
The minutes of the July 1, 2021, business meeting posted in
the club newsletter and website were approved.
NEW BUSINESS:
Bylaws Update: The Amendments to eliminate the office of
Assistant Treasurer and add Vice President Membership
were approved with 87 online ballots.
Standing Rules Update: Approved by 87 online ballots with
proposed officer changes to conform with proposed Bylaws
changes and conform to the rules for selecting candidates

Thank you for being
members of FMCA and the
Diesel RV Club. You are the
reason we do what we do.

for the Nominating Committee and for communicating the
Report of the Nominating Committee as made necessary to
comply with electronic meeting rules.
Election of Officers for two-year terms 2022–2024:
1. The Election took place online with a total of 87 votes
FOR the candidates and 0 Against. Therefore the following candidates are elected:
Dee Blocker for President
Jim Fines for Secretary
Pam Stalnaker for VP Membership
Ken Carpenter for National Director (incumbent)
2. The VP Rally Coordinator position is vacant.
3. Nominating Committee for 2022–2023: Ken Carpenter,
Tim Gerrity, and Kevin Stalnaker.
With the conclusion of the business portion of the meeting,
a motion was made for adjournment at 1:09 p.m. CDT.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith N. Jackson
Secretary
Diesel RV Club
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Interview with “Phlash” Phelps of SiriusXMmn
We've been motorhoming for over 30 years. When we started, we were part of the 40% under the age of 55 who had
RVs. Unfortunately, we're now part of the 60% over 55
(sigh).

I initially bought a XM boom box. We were able to take it
RVing and have music in the boonies! Wonderful. No static,
no fade, just the radio stations that I wanted. I think there
was something like 80 different “stations” at the time.

I can remember back in the 2000 time frame when I would
hear commercials advertising for this new thing—satellite
radio! They were advertising on my terrestrial stations to
leave this old thing and come join the new thing. The price
was something like $8 a month. I was flabbergasted that
they expected me to pay money to listen to something that
had always been free.

Since then we've had satellite radio in our cars and RV. And
now we have it as an app on our cell phones, and in our
home via our Google speakers. But I still have the XM boom
box and continue to use it.

However, I traveled a lot for work, regularly traveling to
many different cities, and I remembered the stations and
where they were on the dial—whether it was WMAL, WOR,
KRTH, KDKB, KOOL, KFI—it was no big deal.
But some smart marketing idea put FREE XM in my rental
cars for about a year. The ability to listen to the same channel no matter where I was became an awesome thing. I got
hooked.

One of the channels I listen to regularly is “60s Gold”,
which is located on channel 73. The morning drive-time DJ
is Gordon “Phlash” Phelps. But more importantly, Phlash is
a traveler, and that is the main part of the interview.
Welcome Phlash!
I have to ask: how did we get from Gordon to
Phlash? And then using PH instead of F? How did
the Phlash Phelps Phantastic Phunny Pharm Phan

(Continued on page 9)

FMCA Governing Board Meeting, Lincoln
FMCA’s Governing Board met on Wednesday, August 24,
2022, at the Lancaster Event Center in Lincoln, NE, during
the Blue Ox “Golden Gateway” International Convention.
A copy of the Governing Board meeting booklet as well as
the full minutes of the meeting can be found on the FMCA
Governance website: https://governance.fmca.com/. Members can log into this site using their FMCA User ID and
password. A meeting summary appears below.
The National Treasurer’s report for October 1, 2021–May
31, 2022, showed an operating income of $216,640. Earnings of $408,484 for the same period a year ago were placed
into reserves. Our portfolio on June 5, 2022, was
$8,507,944 and cash equivalents were $211,307 for a
change in net assets of $–584,601. Adverse market conditions resulted in a monthly rate of return of –13.9%.
We have 73,757 member families.
There was considerable discussion about the tremendous
revenue derived from the Tech-Connect offering. An additional wrinkle came about with the spring merger into TMobile that resulted in a change in FMCA’s relationship
from an agent to a principal. Such designation, together
with the level of Tech-Connect revenue, adversely impacted
the nonprofit status of FMCA and required FMCA to transfer the Tech-Connect program to FMC, Inc. (the for-profit
subsidiary that publishes the magazine and holds conventions, etc.). FMCA will also rebate approximately $500,000

from reserves to protect its nonprofit status.
In other actions the Governing Board approved:
• a resolution not to raise dues for 2023,
• a new Mission Statement: “The mission is to educate and
empower RV owners so they can enjoy the RV lifestyle.”
• a new Vision Statement: “FMCA is to be a vibrant RV association that serves a diverse membership of RV owners
so they can better enjoy the benefits of the RV lifestyle.”
• $120,000 in the 2023 budget to fund beginning efforts in
creating a new brand identity and confirming target markets currently envisioned as RV owners ages 55 and over,
and younger RVers aged 45 to 55.
• returning to Tucson, Arizona for the spring 2024 International Convention pending successful negotiations.
Members are encouraged to visit the FMCA Governance site
to view the full report.

Ken Carpenter, National Director

DRVC Travelore — Page 9
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Clan begin? And I may have added a word…
I was named Captain Flash by Mitch Zatto, who did the
night show on WQSR in Baltimore. It worked with my
name Phelps so I called myself Captain Phlash Phelps as I
looked for the first job. But I then dropped the Captain part.
Then looking for a name for the show and didn’t want one
that existed like The Zoo. I heard the words Funny Farm
and that sealed it; I made it all called the Phlash Phelps
Phunny Pharm phrom…wherever I was at the time.
You've been with SiriusXM from the start—over 22
years, but you were hired, fired and sometimes rehired and re-fired something like 16 times in 20
years by various radio stations. That's a head
scratcher…I think there's a question there.
When they were starting satellite radio, they reached out to
me after seeing a video of me from 1990…this was now 10
years later in 2000 and I got an email that said “You’re our
kind of nut, but we’re not hiring till the fall of 2000”. That
email came in by early May 2000.

I had taken another job and was on the air 4 days when they
wanted me to come to DC and meet with them. I told them
about all of my problems in the past on radio stations and
they said, we already know all about you, we want to know
if you want to do this. There was nothing to see, no studio,
no satellites, no chip to make a satellite radio work, just a
building with 12 people in programming but no way to do a
show as it didn’t exist. I took the job, returned on August
21, 2000 on my first day and now I was one of the first 16 in
programming. Later the HR department had to ask me for a
resume since they hired me by coming to me to do this.
Boss said, we want to hire the un-hireables.

As for some other past radio stations where I worked, they
wanted everyone to sound like their station and no one to
sound different. So most jobs didn’t last long as one station
told me they hired my replacement to bring their station
back down to Earth. One thing XM was able to do was see
way beyond the box. I’d never played a 60’s song in my life
and they watched my 1990 video and the story is, both
bosses looked at each other and said Oh my gosh, we didn’t
know anyone did this on the air anymore. They asked me to
do the 60s and when I told them I don’t know any of those
songs they said, you can learn the music, we can’t teach anyone to do what you do. So I had 13 months to learn the
music before we even hit the air.
How did you come to focus on the 60s vs the 70s or
80s since that was the time period you “came of
age”—and that's a dumb term since you were at XM
from the get-go—you could have your choice?
There was no choice or I wouldn’t have chosen this. They
picked it for me and they had faith it would work. They told
us, it’s not our job to get the subscriber but it’s our job to
make them fans. They’d say People Will Pay For Their Passions. I was even hired before the programmer on the 60s.
They said they knew they wanted me and hired me as soon
as they could. They then chose the 60s programmer and we
started the same day, 22 years ago.
It appears you started traveling at an early age.
Why? Isn't it strange that a teen travels all over?
What kind of car did you start off doing this?
Learned on a Dodge Dart, but once I had the ‘83 Mustang, I
took off at 17 and drove Maryland to K.C. to Milwaukee to
Cincinnati and back to Baltimore. That would be the first
long trip of many to come at 17. Never got to explore much
as a kid as stayed within the Mid-Atlantic states. I moved
away from home at 18 to go 400 miles south and drive everywhere. Then at 19, I moved 2000 miles away to explore
the west so by the time I was 23 I’d been in 49 of the 50
states. Waited ‘til I was 29 to go to Alaska, my 50th state.
Now have gone back to Alaska 4 times…best was driving the
Alcan to Anchorage and back to Washington State.
I guess while we are here, how many cars, how
many miles on them? How many breakdowns?
Now on the seventh car. Two Mustangs, neither went over
200K miles. Then a Ford Probe, again, not over 200K miles.
Was told to get the Honda Civic because of my drives and
they were right. The first one I was told to change the transmission fluid and the car broke down two days later due to
having that done. I was then told why not to have that done
and never did it again and they were right. Cars without
transmission oil changes then starting going 300K plus.
353K and then 500K and now a Moon Car as of the end of
July at 239,000 miles on the 2018. (A moon car is a car that
has at least 238,900 miles—the distance to the moon.) It’s
less than 4 years old, so aiming for the ½ million miles to

Gordon “Phlash” Phelps, morning drive-time DJ on “60s
Gold” channel on SiriusXM.

(Continued on page 10)
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have on the odometer. I want to get more miles than the
last one, so I’m not even halfway having only 239K now.
Should be at 300K by this time next summer. Thanks to my
friends at XM that got me into the right car after starting to
work here 22 years ago.
When you started traveling and visiting all the
states—I understand you've been to all 50 at least
twice—that was before cell phones and mapquest!
All 50 at least 4 times. Alaska the least at 4, Hawaii 2 nd least
at 8. All the rest, too many times to count.
Since there was no electronic method at the time,
how did you do your routing? Just the Rand McNally individual maps, or the book?
My mom gave me a Rand McNally book every year and it
was always well used by the end of the year. Routing is always done the same, by high pressure weather system of the
weather. Problem with planning any trip is you don’t know
the weather so you can’t get high pressure blue sky photos
unless you make last-minute decisions. So, I take the work
time off, but never have a true plan. Even if you fly. So I fly
to the west, pick Las Vegas for example and then make the
decision on which direction to go. You have a rough plan of
what to do in every direction. One of those last trips I’d
planned to go east into Utah and Arizona but there was rain
that way so you make new plans by using the weather map.
Head to the high pressure and make up the new plan and
you come back with great photos. So it was always the paper map, and then the GPS. The GPS wasn’t good even in
2003 but got much better by 2008. They help you get out of
cities and back on the road quicker than guessing. Always
set your GPS to the next city and not the final destination.
Compare with Google Maps and see what they think. When
you get close to the area last marked, reset to your next city
but watch the weather.
Initially, were you just going, and you visited wherever you got gas, or did you have specific places?
Back in the days when I hadn’t been almost everywhere,
there were more choices of places to stop. Now I try to always go somewhere I haven’t been. I can now drive 5,000
miles and maybe only see one or two new things after covering this much of America. Most trips are based on a
rollercoaster unridden, park, or cool new tourist attraction
that has photo ops.
That is one of the things that brings me listening to
the 60s Gold channel—is the city of the day, and
when folks communicate to you where they are going you have a list of things they should see. Do you
have a tickle file that you bring up, or do you remember a lot of it?
Oh I’ve been to almost every city in the USA. I had lists early in my driving and would check off the cities. I had the list
of the top 350 biggest metro areas of the country and kept

going ‘til I went to every one of them. I take so many photos
and then label every one so that’s how I remember so many
parts of every trip. The show prep is what I’ve learned about
the country since I started driving at 16; by 17 I’d driven
halfway across the country and back and expanded after
graduating from high school.
When the city of the day is announced, I will a lot of
times say, “Oh, we've been there”, and then you
come up with things to do there, and most of them
we didn't do, so we have to go back.
I try to give things that very few knew were there and fun
things beyond what those know. Especially new installations.
Now that we've moved forward 20 years, how do
you decide where to go, and route yourself? Have
you fully explored the Maryland and Washington
area, so it's just traveling on the highways to get to
Ohio, or wherever?
When I worked in West Virginia, a guy had a map of lines
all over the map of where he’s driven. So, I grabbed my map
and highlighted all of my roads and kept adding to lines of
roads to drive if I’d missed them. So now if I can find something new around here, I’ll go see and photograph it. If it’s
in Ohio, I’ll drive out and back the same day. Just did that
and it was halfway across Ohio on backroads before turning
back home.
Backing up a couple of years ago—when the pandemic locked everyone down—a few of our club
members (about 40 of us) were camping in Camp
Verde, Arizona. We were eating in a restaurant,
and the restaurant people were clearing all the tables. They had just gotten the word to close down.
We got back to the RV park, and they told us that
we had to leave in the morning. It became a real
pain to get home. Truck stops were open to get fuel,
but no food, etc. Long way to get to the question,
but how did the pandemic affect your travels? You
can also discuss setting up studios in your home.
I was on the air as they were talking about it and got in the
car and drove that weekend to Memphis, got back on Monday, went on the air, and was told to get a laptop and microphone and go home for a couple of weeks. Went back in on
Tuesday, March 17th, 2020, to get a mic stand and went
home and started doing the shows starting March 18th. I
didn’t like it originally, but realized how terrible the 4½
hour daily commute to and from work was and all the time
lost in show prep just by commuting. When I found out
they were bringing people back into the office, I told the
boss why it would be better if I were remote and did the
show from the road, he agreed and so did the company. So
now I do my show from anywhere, so it works for both of
us.
My travel was only stopped for about two months. I still
ended up in 2020 driving 60K miles and still got into 40 of
(Continued on page 11)
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the 50 states. In 2021, I made it to 45 of the 50 states that
year (only missing SD, HI, AK, CA and NV) and so far in
2022, as of the end of July, 30 of the 50—so easily will end
with 40 plus states this year.
Back to the present—did you originally just set out
to see the “largest” whatever, or hometown of XYZ,
or what? How does that differ from today? How do
you decide what to do now?
I have my map marked with anything I find out about, so
when I see where the weather is good, I double-check the
pins in my map of things to see and get a photo. Once I see
it and get the photo I pull the pin out of the map, so pins are
being added and pulled all the time. I look for anything new
and mark them.
Since we travel in our RV, it's a more leisurely pace
of around 350 to 450 miles per day. We travel
around 60–65 mph. We only fuel once a day at
max. What is your pace like?
I’ve done 1100 miles in a day only twice due to having to be
at the other end of that 1100 miles…one time was getting to
DC to work. Many times I’ll do 900 miles just to get to the
starting point by the Mississippi River. I get 45 mpg with
the 11-gallon tank so I just keep going. I’m the slower driver on the road and why I get 45mpg—you can’t get that if
you’re a speeder and you’re passing everything. Even when
gas hit 5 bucks a gallon I still had never spent more than 50
dollars on a fill-up so that helps too. Most times my days
will be 700 miles but it all depends on where my next day’s
starting point is. I make the hotel reservation about 4 PM
for that night.

When I got to the studio late the next morning, he was there
and then wouldn’t let me on the air. He was the third of my
15 bosses here.
With all of your travels, what is the big surprise, or
take away?
My big surprise is finding something no one or very few
have reported about. Finding areas like Grand View in Colorado National Monument that so few post photos of, but is
one of the best photos you can get in the country. Those
surprise sites when you say, “Why don't more people know
about this place?”
How much longer are you going to do this?
I’m never gonna be done, I have so many things on my map
I’ll never get done which is the way I want it. Never Phinish.
Thaniks Phlash! We will continue to listen to your
morning on show on “60s Gold” on Sirius XM
Channel 73.

Rod Kenly
Immediate Past President and
Alternate National Director

What is the state of the roads?
The state of the roads is usually really good until I try to
make a drive down a road that shows up on a map but becomes so thin, you can't turn around. That happened in Oregon and I had to drive in reverse…that was terrible that the
road was on the map.
What kind of oops have you had? I once left my
wife at a truck stop, thinking she was in the bathroom in the RV. It was when I was down the road 5
miles, and my phone rang. Where are you? Uh,
where are you? Embarrassing, but a good story…

Timing belt broke in Camilla, Georgia and the boss had to
drive and get me.
Left my credit card once and had to go back to get it.
Had a wallet stolen in Ohio and had to wait ‘til it could be
found…it was turned in without the money but my cards
and hotel key were in it.
Got stuck in Phoenix and had to be on the air the next
morning. Called the boss and told him, asked if he’d come
in during the morning and then I’d do his show. He said no
and told me to call the engineers and just do fun songs.

DRVC
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March 5–10, 2023
Diesel RV Club Spring Rally 2023
AMERICUS KOA JOURNEY at Brickyard Plantation Golf Club & RV Park
Americus, Georgia

FIVE NIGHTS CAMPING WITH FULL HOOKUPS AT AMERICUS KOA JOURNEY
4 breakfasts and 4 dinners
3 days for technical seminars, craft sessions, lifestyle presentations, activities, owner
roundtable, games, plus free time
Located in southwest Georgia, only an hour away from and preceding the
FMCA 106th International Convention in Perry, March 15–18, 2023
George & Linda Jenkinson, Rally Masters
Co-Rally Masters needed, receive 50% off a future rally. Contact Ken Carpenter
(treasurer@DieselRVClub.org) if interested.

Rose Parade Rally · December 29, 2022–January 3, 2023
$500 Deposit Reserves Your Spot
For the 3rd year, Diesel RV Club has joined forces
with the SOI Club, an FMCA chapter with the most
experience in presenting the spectacular Rose Parade Rally! Spend less time on the bus with SOI’s
great location at Santa Anita Park. This event will
bring you the best of the Pasadena area’s attractions
while saving you money and getting you the BEST
SEATS for the Rose Parade. Don’t miss out! See the
details in the planned activity schedule available
online at https://dieselrvclub.org/resources/20222023%20SOI%20RoseParade%20Draft%20ITN.pdf.
Those members wishing to take advantage of this
offer should:
1) Register online at
www.dieselrvclub.org/event-4940094;
2) pay a $500 deposit; and,
3) no later than October 31 pay the remaining
balance in full.
Never a dull moment at SOI’s Rose Parade RV Rally!
For more information:
or

209-815-1837
paul@soiclub.com

Join us for the spectacular Rose Parade RV Rally in Pasadena, CA! Rally package includes:
• 5 Days Camping — 30 amp Electric Hook-ups
• Dump mid-rally, and water available in emergencies
• Hospitality Tent for Activities
• 3 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches & 4 Catered Dinners
• 1 Continental Breakfast & Ice Cream Social
• 1 Day at the Races for Horse Racing
• Coach Transportation for all Events
• Premium Tournament of Roses Parade Seats
• Decorate the Sierra Madre Float!
• Rose Parade Program Voucher
• Dinner and Tour at the San Antonio Winery
• Post-Parade Float Viewing Tickets
• Parking at Santa Anita Race Track
• Band Fest
• Huntington Library & Botanical Gardens
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REGISTRANT INFORMATION
Provide the information below then determine your rally fee. Send the correct payment due prior to February 5, 2023. Or
register and pay online at www.dieselrvclub.org/rally. Registration will be canceled if not paid in full by February 5, 2023.
Pilot:

Last Name __________________________________

First Name ___________________________________

Co-pilot:

Last Name __________________________________

First Name ___________________________________

FMCA #: __________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________

State/Prov: ____________________

Primary Phone: ___________________________________

Mobile Phone: ___________________________________

Emergency Contact: __________________________________ _____
Coach Make: _______________________________

Postal Code: _____________

Phone: ___________________________________

Model: ________________________

Length: _________________

Require a Satellite-friendly site:

Yes __________ No __________

Handicap Considerations:

Yes __________ No __________

Currently DRVC Member:

Yes __________ No __________

First Timer:

Yes __________ No __________

Dietary Issues/Sensitivities:

Please indicate _________________________________

Will you have a guest(s) attending and staying in your coach? If so, please provide their name(s) and ages.
Guest of Member Information: ____________________________________________________________________________
Areas of interest:

RALLY FEES
RALLY FEES FOR MEMBERS:
Registration Type
Rally Fee
Full Rally (Two in coach) ................................................................ $ 425.00
Full Rally (One person) .................................................................. $ 310.00
Each Additional Guest ................................................................... $ 115.00
RALLY FEES FOR NON-MEMBERS:*
Please add $25 to above prices
* Visitors attending in own motorhome are welcome to participate but subject to a
$25 surcharge; limited to one rally. Surcharge is applied to membership fee upon
joining.
RALLY FEE:
Total Fee Paid
$ __________.____
REFUND POLICY:
A minimum charge of $25.00 will be assessed for any cancelation. If canceled within seven
(7) days of the start date, the balance of camping fees will be refunded on a case-by-case
basis (based on booking the open site).
Make checks payable to FMCA Diesel RV Club
Mail form to: 3916 N Potsdam Ave, PMB#1107, Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

Questions or clarifications?
Send an email to:
treasurer@dieselrvclub.org
Arriving early or staying late? Please
contact:
Americus KOA Journey
1619 US Hwy 280 East
Americus, GA 31709
(229) 874-1234
americus@koa.com
For the latest information, check
www.dieselrvclub.org
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Diesel RV Club FAQs
Q. How much is membership?
A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS),
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.
Q. What do I get for being a member?
A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued Partners.
Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?
A. Everything can be accessed from this URL:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
To go directly to the engine forum:
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org
Q. What do you do at rallies?
A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top-tier motorhome resort with
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to sessions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening entertainment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include silent auctions,
access to some coach services and presentations by RV vendors
Q. What is the upcoming rally schedule?
A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as download,
print, complete, and mail the registration form.
Q. Do you have any charity and fundraising activity?
A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute
to various charities and organizations in the areas where rallies are held.

Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB?
•

Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art Diesel
RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.

•

Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country.

•

Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.

•

Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as
well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.

•

Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.

•

Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and
maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.

How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the next page or signup online!
If you have other questions, email one of the following officers:
President: Dee Blocker – president@dieselrvclub.org
Publications: Cathy Good – editor@dieselrvclub.org
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Diesel RV Club — Membership Enrollment Form

Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get
maximum performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted in all areas of the U.S.
Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation.
Membership Type (check one):

□ Regular or □ 1st Year Free, provide FMCA Number

___________

□ Forum Plus

Names:
Pilot — First

Pilot — Last

Co-pilot — First

Co-pilot — Last

Mailing Address:
Street/P.O. Box

City

State/Prov

Postal Code

City

State/Prov

Postal Code

Shipping Address:
Street — no P.O. box please
Phones:
Home or Office

Pilot’s Mobile

Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail Addresses:
Pilot

Co-pilot

Occupations (if retired, former occupations):

Pilot

Co-pilot

Emergency Contact:
Name — normally not with you

Newsletter Delivery Choice (check one):

Email Only

□

Telephone

Postal Only

□

Relationship

Email & Postal

□

Referred by Member:
Your RV Information:
RV Mfg: ______________ Model: _____________ Length: ______ Slides: ____ VIN: ____________________
Engine Mfg: __________ Model: _____________ Rated HP: ____________ Serial No.: ______________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
Diesel RV Club
3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

— FOR CLUB USE ONLY —
Amount Received:
____/____/____

Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who

Date Received

are interested in Diesel RV Club Membership. Online enrollment
available on the Club website — https://dieselrvclub.org/join

Check # __________

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $25 PER YEAR

$ __________
____/____/____
Renewal Date
Cash __________
Revised February 2022
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Wholesale Warranties — A New DRVC Affiliate
Meet Wholesale Warranties, a new DRVC Affiliate and Valued Partner. RV warranties are the best way to control the
unexpected and rising costs of RV repairs, but how do you
find the right policy for you? Wholesale Warranties only
works with extended RV warranties with a proven history of
positive customer service and easy claims processing to ensure customers are taken care of out on the road.

What sets Wholesale Warranties apart?

•

You will work directly with highly trained RV Warranty
Specialists to find the right policy for you.

•

Access to internal Claims Department who will answer
all questions on claims & coverage, and act as an added
layer of support at the time of breakdown.

•

Long-standing history in the RV Community, A+ BBB
Rating, and major RV community partnerships, including the Diesel RV Club.

Protect the investment you have made in your Home-onWheels! Offering Extended Warranty coverage for all RVs,
whether it’s your motorhome, pop-up, 5th wheel, or travel
trailer, Wholesale Warranties has a plan to suit your needs.
Why an RV Warranty?
Recreational vehicles are
complex machines with
many parts, and you owe it
to your rig and your wallet to
keep those parts covered.
Taking on the risk of high
repair costs can be an unfortunate twist in your RV journey, but an RV Extended
Warranty can help to erase
those undesirable and unexpected costs. The truth is,
RVs have a very high chance
of breakdown, and there’s no
more stressful situation than
having your vacation or road
trip interrupted by mechanical repairs.
Learn More
For more information on RV warranties and to learn the
type of warranty that is right for you visit Wholesale Warranties at http://www.wholesalewarranties.com/rv-landing
-page/?sr=DieselRVClub.

Valued Partner List
Let them know up front you want to take advantage of their discount program for DRVC members. Be
prepared to show your membership card.

Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and service up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in
Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
https://carolinacat.com

Gregory Poole Equipment Co. — 10% discount on parts and service. A Level 3 Certified Caterpillar RV Service Center. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com
MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and service. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/107/parts-service
Mustang Caterpillar – 10% discount on parts and service. Caterpillar dealer with locations throughout Southeast Texas in Houston,
Beaumont, Bryan, and El Campo. 713.861.0777
www.mustangcat.com
(Continued on page 17)
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Valued Partner List
Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and service. Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations in Conley, Austell,
Augusta, Resaca, and Pooler.
www.yanceybros.com/map

Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
Premier Truck Group of Tulsa — Freightliner Oasis Dealer offering a 10% discount on parts and service at its location at 5104 W.
60th Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 918.445.5300
www.atcfreightliner.com
Stoops Freightliner — Division of Truck Country. Freightliner Oasis Dealer offering a 10% discount on parts and service at locations
at 12247 Declaration Dr., New Haven, Indiana (260.749.8587) and 1653 State Highway 9, Decorah, Iowa.
(563.382.6551)
https://www.truckcountry.com/locations/

Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Full service diesel engine and drive train repair. They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel
engines. Every coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% discount on service (labor) provided at their location at 12614 County Road 431, Tyler, Texas. 903.881.9765.
https://accelerateddieseltyler.com/
Leisure Coachworks — 10% discount on parts; 15% discount on labor performed at their location. Provides service for most major
makes and models of motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every
qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. 14620 Rancho Vista Drive, Fontana, CA. 909.428.6775.
https://leisurecw.com
Luxury Coach Service — extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a convenient,
one-stop shop for all preventive RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches from class C to luxury
class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts department ensure your expectations
will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Located at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rockwall, TX 75087.
972.771.6200.
https://luxurycoachservice.com
Oregon Motorcoach Center — Offers a 10% discount on parts. A certified service center specializing in RV restoration, renovation,
custom van conversions, repairs and maintenance. Located at 29417 Airport Rd, Eugene, Oregon. 541.762.1505.
https://oregonmotorcoachcenter.com
RVinciDENTS — 10% discount on parts and services. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company providing high quality repair
services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers. Located at 2042 James River Ct., Nixa, Missouri. 417.725.2900.
www.rvincidents.com

Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and service offered to owners of all Sprinter chassis makes and models.
9260 West Bell Road, Peoria, Arizona. 623.583.7300.
www.arrowheadmb.com
Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor offered to owners of all Sprinter chassis makes and models. 501 Airport Rd S., Naples, Florida. 239.298.7125.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com
Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor offered to owners of all Sprinter chassis makes and models.
10391 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, Colorado. Service 888.955.7657. Parts 888.493.8036.
www.mbwestminster.com
(Continued on page 18)
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Valued Partner List
RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey Lights — 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting specifically designed for outdoor use on RVs when purchased online
or by calling 800.847.1359.
www.boogeylights.com
O’Reilly Auto Parts — Diesel RV Club members may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts and their 3700
stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an O’Reilly program
number to receive the discount on back counter parts. See www.DieselRVClub.org/o-reilly_auto for details.
Proteng Distribution, Inc. — 10% discount on revolutionary fire suppression parts that protect motorhome systems and passengers
from unnecessary harm due to fire and from systems in place that were supposed to protect them. 561.777.8364.
www.proteng.com
RV Glass Solutions — 10% discount on service with a maximum of $75 per appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US and Canada. Free estimates. 888.777.6778.
www.rvglasssolutions.com
Waterless RV Wash — Clean, polish and protect your RV in one step without water! Acrylic resin technology. Do a car or truck in
30 minutes instead of 3 hours! 20% discount for life when ordering online. Use Discount Code: CAS. Questions:
888.627.5499.
www.slickandhard.com

RV Services
Campground Views — Offers a 10% discount on Annual and Journey Camper Memberships with code Diesel-RV-Club.
Campground Views offers a free search engine, and membership provides access to virtual campground tours
with detailed site information and booking capabilities. Find your perfect campsite with CampgroundViews Virtual Tours. Never have to guess again if you fit in the spot you want.
https://www.campgroundviews.com/?aff=DieselRVClub
My RV School — Offers a 10% discount on parts and services. The premier RV training school offers training on motorized and towable RVs, as well as consulting on RV equipment, operation, and maintenance, and answers questions on fire
safety training and fire suppression. Located in Riverview, Florida. 855.697.8123.
www.myrvschool.com
Overland Insurance Services — Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of affordable RV Insurance for over 40 years. Look
no further when you want the best RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost. Let Overland Insurance
Services prepare a customized RV insurance proposal. You’ll be amazed how much coverage your premium dollars will buy.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv
RVWheelator — RV Wheelator advises sellers on RV pricing and lists approved ads to attract potential buyers. Sellers deal directly
with buyers and negotiate the sale. RV Wheelator places “no cost” ads to attract buyers and charges the buyer a
5% commission. The Diesel RV Club, an affiliate of RV Wheelator — Brand Ambassador — is to receive 10%
of the commission on any sales initiated through connections established using the following link:
https://rvwheelator.com/dieselrvclub/
Wholesale Warranties — Wholesale Warranties only works with extended RV warranties with a proven history of positive customer
service and easy claims processing to ensure customers are taken care of out on the road. Their highly trained RV
Warranty Specialists to find the right policy for you and provide access to internal Claims Department who will
answer all questions on claims & coverage, and act as an added layer of support at the time of breakdown.
http://www.wholesalewarranties.com/rv-landing-page/?sr=DieselRVClub
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Find your perfect campsite with
CampgroundViews virtual
tours. Never have to guess
again if you fit in the spot you
want.
CampgroundViews, Valued
Partner, offers DRVC members a 10% discount on our
Annual and Journey Camper Memberships with code
Diesel-RV-Club. Register at:

https://www.campgroundviews.com/?
aff=DieselRVClub

• Over 850 Campgrounds with 35,000 Campsites
Available Now!

• Stop wasting your time and money guessing when
you can:
• Visit the campground
• See the roads
• See the sites
• Click the site for more details
• Click the site to book it
• All of this without
wasting a single
gallon of gas to
“find out”!

Wholesale Warranties only
works with extended RV warranties with a proven history of
positive customer service and
easy claims processing. For
more information on RV warranties and to learn the type of
warranty that is right for you,
visit Wholesale Warranties at
http://www.wholesalewarranties.com/rv-landing
-page/?sr=DieselRVClub
RV Wheelator® is the
Best Thing that has
happened to the “For
Sale By Owner” RV
market since the
invention of the slide
out.

RV Wheelator®, Valued Partner,
offers:
Industry proven way to
set selling price.
 Guaranteed the most
money & least hassle.




Guaranteed buyer at
your agreed price.



Personal control of
settlement and delivery.

www.rvwheelator/com/dieselrvclub
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AMERICUS KOA JOURNEY
March 5–10 • Americus, Georgia

Connect with us on Facebook — https://www.facebook.com/groups/DieselRVClub/

